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G. 



S I Rj 

NOTHING could juftify my pre- 
fumption, in thus approaching your 
Royal Prefence with fo unWorthy an offering 



as 



vi D E D i CAT I OK. 

as theft Voliiffife^, ' btir^he* fofe^ corifide'ration 
th4t th^'are 'Tiot"yor^i^ to tht'flafm \n ' 
which Your gdodnefe has conctefcended to 
plktc me J and that they tredt of an^r/, 
which glories in being <)ne of the favourite 
amtifehients of your le'fiure hours. 



,w- 



Animated by thele motives, I dared to 
form the ambitious wifli of laying my labours 
at your-MAjESTY's feet j and moft humbly 
to iblicit the iame gracious favour and pro- 
teftion which your Majesty loves to extend 
to every well-meant endeavour, and with 
which you have been pleafed to benefit and 

diftlnguifti 



DEDICATION. vii 

diftlnguilh their author j who is, Sir, with 
all poflible gratitude, re(pe£l:, and duty. 



Your MAJESTY 's 



Moft devpted. 



And moft faithful SubjedV and Servant, 



RICHARD BERENGER. 



' Operis mci eft et ftudii multos legere, ut 

ex plurimis diverfos flores carpam : non tarn probaturus omnia, quam 
quas bona funt, eleflurus : afTumo multos in manus meas, ut a multis 
multa cognofcam. 

Ex B. Hicron. adv. Vigil. 
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THE horfe is an animal, which, from the 
earlieft ages of the world, has been deftined to 
the pleafure arid fervice of man ; the various 
and noble qualities with which nature has endowed 
him, fuflSiciently fpeaking the ends for which he was 
defigned. Mankind were not long before they were ac- 
quainted with them, and found the means of applying 
them to the purpofes for which they were given. This 
is apparent from the hiftorics and traditions of almoft 
all nations, even from times the mod remote j info- 
much that many nations, and tribes, or colonies of 
people, who were entirely ignorant *, or had but 

* The wild Arabs, the Indians, fcveral of the inhabitants of the 

interior parts of Afric, and even Britain, with fundry other inftances. 

Vol. I. B very 
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very imperfeft notions of other improvements and 
arts of life, and even at this day are unacquainted 
with them, yet IkTt and undcrftoo d: die gcncrottt pro- 
perties of this creature in fo flrong and juft a light, as 
to have treated him with a fondnefs and attention,, 
which fufficiently declare the high opinion they enter- 
tained of his merit and excellence* 

This is. a truth fq well att&ftqdy thatto infid upon it 
farther would be but a fuperfttibus labour, and tend 
only to divert the reader from the more immediate de- 
fign of this undertaking? which is an attempt to fliew, 
as far as any light can be thrown upon a fubjeift fo 
ob&uiie afi4 intricaite, in wkb^t aatiofis, and at wbac 
periods of time, the horfe firft became the objedl of 
man's notice, fo as to be made at once the inflrument 
of his i*fc and pkafure^ 

AE an i3. prog;rei&viei and receives^ addition and im-- 
provemeufi in its couxfe, as the fagacity of man, at: 
differeat tim«8, or chance^ and other caufes, happen 
to concur^, yet, whoever fhall look iato the few and imr 
perfect accounts which has come down to us fromn 
ancient tinges, will find, with refpcifb to the prefent 
fubje(5t, that the moderns have not fo much room ta 
boaft of their ikill and managetnent of horfes^ as ibme. 
may imagine ; but will fee that the ancients ^, in various- 

^ Simon of Athena, Xenophon, and Pliny the Elder, who wrote 
exprefs Treatifes upon Horfemaii(hip«-^The works of the firft, and laft, 
arc loft. — ^To thcfc we may add, the Rti Rufiide Scriptores. Nor is it 
abfurd to believe there mirA: ham been: many more, whofe works and 
names are peri(hed with thenw 

regions, 
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regions, and in the mdH diftant ages, were fo far from 
being flxangers to the many fervices of which they are 
capable, as to have left rules and precepts concerning 
them, which are fo true and |uft, that they have been 
adopted by their fucceflbrs, who may reafonably be 
thought to have built upon dieir foundation ; although 
it is certain and apparent, that the ftruAure has re- 
ceived infinite improvements and beauties from the 
experience and refinement of latter times. 

It is very probable that the firft fervice in which 
the horfe was employed, was to ailift mankind in 
making war, or in the pleafures and, occupations 
of the chace*; and although he is faid to have 
been firft ufed in war, and it is upon that occafioa 
he is firft mentioned in the Bibles y€tj we can 
hardly conclude that mankind did not, in the begin- 
ning of their acquaintance, put him to gentler and 
more domeftic labours : till at length difcovering that 
his courage, ftrength^ agility, and fpeed, feemed to fit 
him peculiarly for war, and the bufincfs of the cbace, 
they might fet him apart folely for thofe fervices, im 
which he is born fo eminently to excel, fupplying his 

^ Xcnophon fays, that Cyrus hunted on horfcback, when he had a 
mind to cxerdfe Kimftlf and hk horfes. Lib. I. Herodotus, in 
Thalia, or his third book, fjpeaks of hunting on horfeback as an exer- 
cifc pradtifed in the time of Darius, and it is probably of much earlier 
date. The occafion of his mentioning this fport, was a fall which Da- 
rius had from his horfe, as he was hunting, by which he diflocated his 
heel. In Melpomene likewife, or book the fourth, he fays the Amazons 
bunted on horfeback, with their hulbands, the Sarmatians, 

B a place, 
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place, upon ordinary and familiar occafions, with afles, 
mules, and camels. But however plain and evident 
it may be, that he was firft ufed in war, yet the man- 
ner in which he was taught to ferve his mafter, that 
is to fay, whether he was rode, or put to draw carri- 
ages and machines, has been a fubjedt of much doubt 
and contention among the learned ; it being aflef ted by 
fome, that he was firft compelled to draw; and main- 
tained by others, that the art of of riding was praftifed 
before the ufe of chariots was difcovered. 

We learn from hiftory, both facred and prophane, 
that Afia and Africa were the quarters of the world, in 
which mankind were firft formed into focieties, lived 
under the control of laws, and exerted their endea- 
vours to make life fecure, convenient, and happy: 
and although the horfe could not but have been judged 
capable of contributing a large fhare towards ad- 
vancing thefe great ends, yet, it is certain, that he is 
not numbered among the articles of property which 
were moft ufed and valued in the primitive ages of the 
world: accordingly we find him reckoned among 
other domeftic cattle but in one place, in the hiftory 
of thofe early times ; viz. in the forty- feventh chapter 
of Genefis, where Jofeph is faid to have given the 
Egyptians " bread in exchange for horfes, for flocks, 
and herds." In the book of Genefis, where the firft men- 
tion is made of worldly goods, which then chiefly 
confifted of cattle, we read only of the flieep, ihc he 
and fhe-afles, and camels belonging to Pharaoh ; al- 
though 
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though it appears at the fame time, that the fervices 
of the horfe were well known, and - the Egyptians 
conftantly availed themfelves of them. In the laft ar- 
ticle likewife of the Decalogue^ where other animals, 
as the ox and afs, are named, no notice is taken of 
him ; nor is he mentioned upon another occafion, as 
making part of Job's great riches, who yet fpeaks of 
him, and defcribes his character and wonderful qualities 
in the moft exahed terms. 

If any reafon can be afligned for the omiffion, in thefe 
inftances, of an animal fo valued and admired, I am 
induced to think it may proceed from this caufe : viz. 
that as in thofe times the fole occupation of men was 
to tend their flocks and herds (unlefs interrupted by 
war), and their courfe of life confequently being calm 
and humble, nor fubjedl to migration or change, the 
horfe not being direAly neceflary to them in this ftate^ 
they did not count him among the animals of which 
their wealth fo immediately confifted, and of which they 
flood continually in need ; inafmuch as that his flefh 
was not ufed for food, nor his blood, nor any part of 
him, offered up in facrifice : upon this account, there- 
fore, he, perhaps, was not confidered as an immedi- 
ate article of private property ; but, being chiefly, if not 
folely ufed in war in thofe days, might belong only to 
kings and great men, and have but little, if any Ihare, 
in the occurrences of private life. 

Accordingly we read in the book of Exodus, -where 
the horfe is named for the firft time, that he was ufed 

for 
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for tlic purpofes of war; and that Pharaoh, when 
lie purfued the people of Ifrael, made ready his cha- 
riot, " and took fix hundred chofen chariots ; and 
" that the Egyptians purfued after them, all the horfes 
** and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horfemen." 

This account being given almoft in the beginning 
of the oldeft hiftory of the creation, and clearly and 
circumftantially related, it would be but a fruitlefs la- 
bour to attempt to fearch eliewhere, in order to fix the 
epoch in which the horfe was firft made fubfervient to 
the will of man : bccaufe, without making over nice 
4ifiindions, or refining too fcrupulouily, as many 
have done, in hopes of afcertaining a fzO:, for which 
no other proofs can be brought than thofe- which arc 
cited above ; and which are, in authenticity and priority 
of time, fuperior to all j the faireft conclufion, and 
moft rational, will perhaps be, that the ufeful qua- 
lities which the horfe pofleflles for the fervice of man, 
were known and called into practice in the earlieft 
times of the world, and are almofi: coeval with man- 
kind. And I am the more induced to hazard this opi- 
nion, not only upon the afTurance of the above-named 
authorities, but likewife (which is fiill a Wronger, tho' 
but a prefumptive proof) becaufe, that neither in the 
facred writings, nor in any other hiftory, is the origin 
of taming the horfe mentioned and afcertained ; but all 
hiftorians, and even Moles himfelf, fpeak of if, as of 
an animal, whofe fervices were well known, both be- 
fore and at the time when they wrote, and mention 

them 
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them. indifFerendy among other hifloiical occurrences^ 
without going out of their way to give any account of 
the origin of taming him for diflferent purpofes, or 
pointing out in what asra, or among what people, the 
art was firft difcovered : I would here be underftood to 
meao, that no- exprefs and formal account is given of 
its origin? and tiiat confequentiy no more knowledge 
can be gained upon the fubjet% than what may be 
gleaned and fifced from other hiftorical fa£ts recorded 
in the Bible. Thence, as from the only fountain- 
head to which we can pufh our enquiries, we learn, 
ihat Egypt was the land, in which the horfe firft 
paid the tribute of his labours to man j a land 
which had the ftart of other nations in the difcovery 
and cultivation of art and fcience j and which was 
no lefs famous and efteemed for its horfes, tham 
adapted by nature to nourifli and fupport them ; be- 
Mig then (as now) very fruitful, and abounding in 
rich paftures j whence other countries, efpecially Ju^ 
dsea, in the time of Solomon, drew their fupplies, and 
carried on a large commerce, greatly to the advantage 
of Egypt, as we learn from various evidences of facred 
and prophane hiftory*, and efpecially of the former,, 

• Vide loth chap, of the ift book of Kings. 

Bochart Hieroz. ch. 9. 

Diod. SicuL lib. I. p. 42. 

Wolfangus Franz. Part I. c. 12. Atnftelod. Hift. Anim. p, lor,. 
vhofays, Fucrunt autera in Egjrpto fcmper prsftantiffimi equi. — Alfa 
Buffbn'^ Nat.. Hift. Art. CjisyAU. 

which; 
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which ahhough it gives but a few fcattercd rays of 
l^ight, yet bellows all that can be had, and fuch as are 
fhfficient to render all attempts of going farther, fn- 
perfluous and vain. I have, therefore, been much 
furprifed, as I attended fome adventurers in their 
learned and extenfive enquiries, in hopes of reaping 
certainty and truth, to fee what pains and erudition 
they have fquandered away, in feeking after what lies 
fo full in fight, and is comprifed in fo fmall a com- 
pafs. 

Nor is the difpute lefs frivolous, which has em- 
ployed the pens of many learned and curious perfons, 
upon the queftion, whether the ufe of chariots, or the 
art of riding was^r/? known ? 

I flatter myfelf that it will appear, from what has 
been already fuggefted, that it cannot flriAly be de- 
cided to which the precedence is due? ,foi: in the firft 
inftance in which either of them is mentioned, viz. 
in the firft book of Exodus, they are both named to- 
gether, as well as in the 9 th chapter of the ift book 
of Kings, where Solomon is faid to have had *« his cap- 
tains, the rulers of his chariots, and his horfemen j" 
nor indeed can it be thought probable, than when one 
of thefe methods were known, the other fhould remain 
long undifcovered. Hence it feems to follow, and 
with much colour of probability, that they are equal, 
or very near equal, in point of time ; although^ it is not 
unlikely, that one might prevail toore than the other 
at particular scras, and in particular countries, as 

opinions 
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opinions and fancy might influence, or circumftances 
require. I muft beg leave, however, in advancing 
thefe notions, to confine myfelf to the earlieft periods 
in which the horfe is mentioned, and to what may be 
coUedled concerning it in the Old Teftament. There we 
leam^ that Egypt was the land tD which mankind are 
indebted for the cqueftrian art; but the period of 
time, ia which it was firft pradtifed^ cannot fo eafily 
be afcertained. A learned and inquifitive writer * 
fixc& it at the time of Jacob's coming into that country: 
but notwithftanding thai he has dived into the fubjeft 
with great ability and diligence, yet he has brought up 
nothing very valuable, or equal to the pains which he 
muft have employed in the fearch ; fince he can go no 
farther than to prove, that the ufe of horfes was known 
at the time of Jacob's coming into Egypt, but for want 
of authorities, can have no right to aiiert, that it was 
not known till about that time : for 

P^txere fortes ante jigamemnma 
Multif fed amnes illacbrymabiles 
Urgentur, tgnotigue hngd 
NbSie^ carent quia vatefacro* ■ ■■ 

Hor. lib. 4. carm. ode 9. 

Heroes as brave as fam'd Mycgene's king, 
Shone great in fight, e'er he was known ; 

But they no poets had their arms to fing, 
And make immortal their renown : 

* Recherches fur Tepoque dc Tequitation. 
Vol. I. C They 
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They died ; oblivion feiz*d each mighty name, 
Forbidding time to waft them down ; 

For they no poets had to ling their fame, — 
And poets only give renown. 

It is, however, certain, that when Jacob. came into 
Egypt, he found the inhabitants perfe<5tly acquainted 
with the horfe, and ufing it in its two-fold capacity of 
carrying and drawing. And here, although the fub- 
jedt has been already touched upon in former pages, 
it may not be improper to offer fome farther and more 
cogent reafons, in favour of the allertion, that riding 
is not only equal in point of time to the ufe of chariots, 
but, in all probability, anterior to it. It has been 
already faid, that Egypt was the fpot in which the 
horfe was thought to have been firft fubdued and 
difciplined by man ; and it appears from the Mofaic 
hiftory, that in the firft inftance, where mention is 
made of Pharaoh's chariots, that he is likewife faid to 
have had his horfemenj which word, in the Hebrew 
language, is explained by the commentators, to mean, 
one who fits upon, and guides an horfe. The learned 
Le Clert is alfo of opinion, that the expreflion of « all 
the horfes of Pharaoh, and his chariots, is the general 
defcription of the cavalry belonging to him, and con- 
fiders his chariots and horfemen, as the two diflferent 
fpecies of it." To this I muft beg leave to add another 
obfervation, but' without laying any greater ftrefs upon 
it, than barely to hint it to the reader's notice, that the 

original 
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original Hebrew word (Parafh, Hor/emanJ^ is derived, 
as Buxtorflf fays, from the Hebrew root, which fignifies 
to pricky or fpur; and the rider, or fpurrer, was fo 
denominated, becaufe he ufed to prick or fpur the 
horfe. Egues quod eguum calcaribus pungat. Farther, he 
quotes Aben Efra, who fays, that the horferaan was 
fo called, from wearing fpurs upon his heels, a calca- 
ribus qua funt in pedibus ejus. By this account and expla- 
nation of the word, which in the Hebrew fignifies an 
horfemauy we are informed of the great antiquity of 
fpurs, and may reafonably conclude that the art of 
riding was not only known, but from the invention of 
fpurs, had alfo received an improvement, not unwor- 
thy the difcovery of more difcerning times j and feems 
to imply, that riding was not only familiar, but even 
advanced in thofe primitive times to a degree of ex- 
adlnefs, perhaps, not hitherto fufpeded. 

If any doubt fliould ftill remain, as to the feniority 
of horfemanfliip, I beg leave (among many authorities 
from the Bible, which, not to furfeit the reader I omit) 
to flrengthen the foregoing arguments, by the addition 
of the following, taken from the book of Joby in thefe 
words, where (fpeaking of the oftrich) he fays, " fhe 
lifteth hcrfelf on high, fhe fcorneth the horfe and its 
rider;'' which expreflion feems to imply, that it was a 
cuftom (as now in fome nations) to hunt this bird on 
horfeback, and that (he was fuperior to the fwifteft 
horfe. Hence it muft be granted that riding was 
pradlifed in his country, and at the time in which he 

C 2 lived i 
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lived ; nor is it to be forgot, that he lived in a country 
diftinguifhed above others for its horfcs, and in which 
no chariot was ever known to have been nfed. Nor 
muft we pafs by unremembered the noble defcription 
which he gives of the horfe, fo known and fo ad- 
mired *, in which he fpeaks of him only as being 
Tode, and not driven in a carriage ; and if there is 
proper foundation for the opinion maintained by fome 
learned perfons, that this celeibrated patriarch lived long 
before the time of Mofes j it will follow, that what 
he fays relative to our fubjed, muft be anterior to the 
Mofaic hiftoryj and if fo, it will carry the antiquity 
of equitation fo liigh, as to put it out of ^ght, and 
beyond tTie reach of enquiry and inveftigation. 

Afia and Africa being the divifions of the earth 
which were firft peopled and cukivated, as likewife 
regions of which the horfe was a native, the art of 

* In this enumenition of the beauties and noble qualities of the 
horfe, it (hould be remarked, that the EngUJb (rawJIaUrs make Job iay^ 
*• that this animal's neck is clothed with f bunder ;" an expreffion as 
falfe as it is abfurd. The true rendering of this pafTage is, that his 
neck is clothed with a mane ; thus Becbart^ Le Clerc^ Patrieky and 
other commentators tranflate it*— Bochart &ys, that the word) which 
in Hebrew fignifies thunder^ is fynonimous for the mane of an horfe ^ 
but this being fo, it is aftonifhing that the tranflator fliould have fet 
afidc the jufl: and natural fignification, and have chofen to cover the 
horfe's neck with thunder inftead of a mane \ nor is it lefs amazing that 
this nonfenfe (hould have been extolled by the author of the Cuatdian \ 
and others, as an inftance of the Jublime. 

* Vide Goardian, vol. II. page i(S. 

taming 
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taming him was firft pracSlifed in them; and beginning 
in Egypty fpread itfelf into the different ftates and 
kingdoms which compofe thofe two quarters of the 
globe. 

Of the Egyptians neverthelefs, who were fo re- 
nowned in ancient days for the merit and numbers of 
their horfes, very little, if any knowledge, can be 
gained, concerning their manner of riding, and treat- 
ment of the horfe. Herodotus fpeaks of them as 
horfemen, but fays no more: it is, however, to be 
prefumed, that they were well verfed in an art, of 
which they were the fathers and inventors. 

The Mtbiopians were poffefled of a breed of horfes, 
and acquainted with the art of riding *. Herodotus 
fpeaks of them as a nation of cavalry that attended 
Xerxes in his expedition againft Greece. 

Nothing remains that can give any information, 
with refpedt to the equeftrian hiftory of the ancient 
Arabs i a people in latter ages become fo famous for 
riding, that they may be ftiled a nation of horfemen. 
When Xerxes led his army into Greece, they accom- 
panied him, and fought under his banner j but in- 
ftead of mounting horfes, they rode upon camels, 
which Herodotus fays, were fwifter than the fleeteft 
horfe ; and Zonaras reports, that they were fwift, but 
foon fatigued. Lib. xviii. cap. 1 1. 

The inhabitants of India were accuftomed to ufe 
horfes, from the earlieft times. No particulars, how- 

• Polymnia. 

ever. 
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ever, arc known concerning their manner of riding* 
The troops of this country which attended Xerxes in 
his famous march againft Greece, fought on horfeback 
as well as employed chariots in war, as Herodotus 
reports, who numbers India among the nations which 
compofed the prodigious, and almoft incredible army 
of the Perfian king. 

The Ferfian horfes have been always famous for- 
beauty, vigour, fire, and other eminent qualities, and 
fo celebrated for fpeed, that their very name, in the 
language of the coijntry, fignifies what may be ren- 
dered, by the word wind-foot^ a term emphatically ex- 
preflive of their fwiftnefs. The ancient Perlians were fo 
fond of them, and thought the art of managing them 
fo becoming and neceflary a duty, that they taught 
their children to ride at the age of five years, as He- 
rodotus relates. As, horfes were very fcarce in Perfia 
in the time of Cyru^j this prince took p^ins to cultivate 
and improve the brjeed ; and the Perfians foon became 
fuch lovers of them, that there were few people but 
thofe of the mea,ner fort, who did not keep them ; and 
even a law was made, by which it was held ignominious 
for thofe who were furniflied with horfes, ever to appear 
on * foot. Athenoeus f fays, they covered their horfes 
with many foft and thick houfings, or cloth, being 
more dcfirous of fitting at their eafe, than of approving 
rliemfelves dexterous and bold horfemen, 

• Herod, in Clio, & Polym. 

f Lib. xii. 4. Xcnop. Cyrop. lib. i. Bochart, lib. 7. 

Vege- 
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Vegetius defcribes thehorfes of this country to have 
been moft valuable for the faddle, fafe, gentle, and 
very agreeable to the rider ; conftituting a confiderable 
part of their owners revenue, and being very profitable 
to thofe who could' fupport a fine breed. They fur- 
pafled other horfes in th« pride and gracefulnefs of 
their paces, which were naturally foft and eafy ; fo as 
rather to pleafe and relieve the rider, than difturb or 
fatigue him. They flopped fhort, but their motions 
were very quick and nimble. Not patient of labour^ 
but fubjeft to tire upon a long march or journey • 
and of a temper which, unlefs awed and fubdued by 
difcipline and exercife, inclined them to obftinacy and 
rebellion, but with all their heat and anger, not diflGi- 
cult to be pacified, always- maintaining a graceful 
carriage, arching their neck, and bending it to fuch a 
degree, as almoft to make their chins lean upon their 
breads *; while their pace was fomething between a 
gallop t ^D^d an amble* 

• This, in the modern phrafe, is called arming, and is a very faulty 
method of placing the head, contrary to the truth of nature, and the 
mechanifm of the animal. The word is derived from the French, who 
when an horfe carries his head in this pofture, is faid rarmer^ or to arm 
himfelf againft the hard of his rider; but more properly from the Ita* 
Kan word armaturay which fignifies the lower end of the branches of the 
bitt : in French it is alfo called encapucbonner^ from its refemblance to 
the appearance of a monk's head, when his cowl is pulled over it. 

t A vile and broken pace, anfwering to what the French call aui^in^ 
and we a rack. 
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The Parthians refembled the Perfians fo much in 
their cuftoms and manners, and were fituated fo near 
them, that they were incorporated, and feemed to 
form but one nation. They were very eminent for 
the fkill with whiclx they managed their horfes, 
and their manner of fighting upon them. They are 
defcribed as having fuch dexterity and fupplenefs or 
body, and fuch a command over their horfes, that they 
could turn themfelves- round upon their backs with fo 
much eafe and readinefs, as to be able to draw their 
bows with the furefl aim, and wound their enemies, 
even while they themfelves were flying from them, 
this manner of fighting being peculiar to them. The 
name of Partbus is derived from a Chaldasan word, 
which fignifies borfetftan : their horfes are faid to have 
been very adtive, and eafy in their paces *. We learn 
from Vegetius that they were taught to ftep equally, 
and in time, and to lift their legs aloft, fo as to pafs 
over any thing that might lie in their way, as well 
as to acquire a pliancy and fpring in their limbs, 
which made their motion very agreeable to the rider, 
and refembled the adtion or manner of going of the 
Afturian, or Spanifb horfes. The better to form their 
paces, they pradtifed the following method : 

They never applied rollers, chains, or weights to 
their feet, in order to make them lift them from the 

* Flonis 49. Tacitus Ann. 6. 35. Pliny 6. 27, 

Dion Caff. lib. 40. JDionys. Per. 1089. 

Juftin, lib. 41. Qijint. Curt. 4, 12, and 5, 7. 

ground, 
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ground, and thereby acquire a lofty adion ; but they 
were ufed to take their horfcs into a fpot of dry 
and level ground, about fifty paces long, and five 
broad ; here they difpofed in regular rows, certain 
boxes or coffers, filled with chalk or clay, in the man- 
ner of horfe-courfes, which were roughened with fur- 
rows, or purpofe to make the vidtory more glorious^ 
in proportion as the difficulty and danger were greater. 
The horfes thus exercifed, at firll were apt to be very 
aukward, and to trip or flumble ; but being admo- 
nifhed by the fault they committed, they learnt to lift 
their feet higher, and avoid the objedb that offended 
them, till by pradlice and repetition they acquired an 
habit of bending their knees, and dealing their ileps, 
fometimes ihorter and fometimes longer, as the 
ground required, and were thus enabled to carry their 
riders with fafety, and much to their eafe and pleafure ; 
inafinuch as that thofe horfes which make fhort ^ fteps 

• If Vcgctius means that fhort and fmall fteps arc commendable, 
I am afraid he will not engage modern judges to be of his opinion. 
I fhould imagine that we are to underftand by the words ^^r/ and fmall 
fteps, a manner of going in which the horfe does not extend or put out 
his feet, fo much as one that goes near the ground ; but, on the coii- 
trary, lifts his feet above it, and fets them down at a fmall diftance 
from the place whence he took them up. By this way of going, the' 
horfe indeed will not rid much ground, but his motions will be eafy 
and pleafant to the rider, and he will refemble the going of the Aftu- 
rian or Spanifh horfes, which are remarkable for their high aSHon, and 
confequently an eafy and graceful carriage. The perfeftion, however, 
of all the paces depend upon the united qualities oiextenfion and aHion. 

Vol. I. D and 
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and fmall, go more commodiouilf, and move vith 
more eafe and grace. Their horfes were very hardy, 
and inured to incredible fatigue, as "well as to travel 
a long time without food or water *. 

This people, however fince diftinguilhed for their 
horfemanfliip, were probably ignorant of it at the time 
of XeiTces' expedition, and according to Herodotus, 
fought on foot in the caufe of that monarch. 

Armenia likewife could boaft a breed of horfes,. 
hardly inferior to the Perfian race. 

Vegetius fpeaks of the inhabitants of this country, 
as being very careful in trimming and adjufting the 
manes of their horfes. Some ufed to cut them clear 
off, which pra^ice he condemns, as rendering the 
horfe unfigfatly and deformed. Others dipped them, 
ib as to make them rcfemble an arch or bow, which ia 
the fame as what is called an Hogs mane with us: 
others again feparated it into notches, Hke the battle- 
ments of a tower ; while fome cut it clofe, but only on. 
one fide, leaving the hair long and flowing on the other, 
which was very graceful and becoming : the fide on 
which the mane was turned and repofed was always to 
the right. To this Virgil alludes, when he dire(5ts 
the mane to be laid on the right fhoulder : 

Denfajubat et dextro jaSbtta recumbit in armo.. 

m 

* ^otjint aqua Paribus miJlia currat equus. 

Prop. lib. iv. eleg. 3. 
How many miles can run the Parthian horfe. 
Nor qiiench his thirft in (he fatiguing courfe ? 

This 
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This method was likewife pradifed by the Perjians, 
and, by the above cited line, appears to have been in 
tife with the RomanSj as well as that of flieering the 
manes of their manni or nags : whence Propcrtius 
fays, his miftrefs Cynthia was carried in her litter by 
ihorn horfes : 

' Et nua detenfis acheBa efi Cynthia mannis, 
Varro likewife direds the mane to be turned to the 
right fide. They alfo tied it in knots, or plaited it, as 
the word implicata aptly exprefles ♦. 

No particular reafon is affigned why the mane was 
always turned on the right fide; it might be owing, per- 
haps, to the cuftom of mounting on the right, which 
W*8 frequently, but not always the pra6:ice ; and in 
that cafe, the mane hanging on the fide, from which 
ths«horfeman got up, offered itfelf to his hand to affift 
him in the a6iion$ while we, without any meaning, 
always mount on the left, and always turn the mane 
to the ri^u The Armenians had another method of 
trimming their horfes, as well as the Panhians, by 
tirhich they made them as it were doubk-tazntA ; for 
the hair being cut away in the: middle, the mane was 
divided, and falling down, doathed each fide of the 
neck. A falhion fometimes ufed at prefent, but ge- 
nerally among coach-horfes. 

Media was a region eminent for its horfes, and from 
it« fituation and other properties, produced them of 
equal value with the neighbouring countries. 

♦ Lib. iv. c, 7. 

D 2 Mfaay 
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Nifaa, a diftricl of Armenia, boafted a breed of very 
large and beautiful horfes. The chariot of Xerxes, in 
his famous expedition, was drawn by horfes of this 
country, and chofen for the tafk, as being the noblcil 
which could be procured. 

The Scythians were fo confpicuous for iheir addition 
to horfes, that they were proverbially * famous. They 
are reprefented to have preferred mares, as thinking 
them more capabk of fervice. They imagined them 
not to be fo liable to delay, and the inconvenience of 
flopping when the:y had occafion to flale. Pliny tells 
us, that this was trhe motive of their ufing mares 
more tlian horfes in war, and upon other occafions-; 
and we learn from Strabo, that they were wont to geld 
their horfes, to make them gentle, and more cafy 
to be governed. It is thought^ however^ and. with 
much probability, that this preference of the fe- 
male fex may be afcribed to better caufes. Whether 
the mare can carry her urine longer than the horfe, 
or is able to difchargjs it with more facility, even 
while fhe is in the moft rapid motion, as Pliny re- 
ports, is a point only for anatomifts to determine ; 
but it is certain that, in general, the female fex of thefe 
animals is more miM and tradable, nor fo fubje<5t to 
fight and quarrel as horfes are, either from lull, fpirit, 
or vice ; and what might have been ftill a ilronger 
recommendation, not fo apt to neigh, and thereby 

• Scytha equum. 

betray 
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betray and difcover their riders, in an enterprize of 
war, or excurfion of pilliage, in which they wifhcd 10 
fall unexpeftedly upon the enemy. 

The Sarmatiansy both Afiatic and European, were 
diftinguiQied horfemen, and had large breeds of horfcs. 
They ufed in war a particular fort of armour, which? 
covered themfelves and their horfes from head to footr 
the Perfians wore alfo, according to Ammianus Mar- 
cellinus, armour of iron, which inclofed the whole 
man ; they armed their horfes with the fame metal, 
on their chefis and heads, and this fafhion was adopt- 
ed by many other nations. Paufanias in his Attics de-P 
fcribes the Sarmatian armour, and fays it was made of 
bone, which they ufed in the place of iron, their own 
country having no mines of this metal, and they enr 
deavouring to procure none from other nations. They 
ufed horfes not only to ride, but oflfered them in faerie 
fice to their gods, as did alfo many other nations. 
They likewifc eat their fleih, and drank their blood ; as 
did another tribe of the fame people, called, the G9- 
loni, and the Maflagetes. Lucan and Virgil record' 
this cuftom : 

Majfagetes quo fugii equo^ volucrefque Gehnij 
Longaque Sarmatici fohens jejunia belli *. 

The Maflagete, who at his favage feaft 

Feeds on the gen'rous fteed which late he preft; 

♦ Lib» iiu Row. Virg, Georg. 3d. Warton*s tranf. 

Acerqut 
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A:irqu: Geianus 
Cum fu^it in Rhdcpsn, ctque in dfferta Getarum, 
Et lac cncretum cum fangmne petal eqwno. 

The fierce Gclonian when for favage food. 

He blends the milky ftream -with horfe's blood *. 

The materials of which the Sannatians compofcd 
their armour, was taken from the hoofs of horfes, 
which they cut into little plates, like fcales, which they 
pierced and fewed together with the finews of oxen 
or horfes. 

Cappadocia (lands eminently praifed for its horfes ; 
which, from the accounts given of them by hiftorians, 
and the commendations beftowed by the poets, who 
4efcribe their beauty and merit in the moft lively and 
ilriking terms, feem to have claimed the precedence 
of the reft of their fpecies. Oppian, Gratius, ^ian, 
Nemefianus, Pliny, Vegetius, and Solinus, Pollux, 
Varro, and many others, give them the highcft cha- 
rafter. Oppian particularly celebrates their ftately car- 
riage, and loftinefs of adion ; and fays, that when 
young, they are delicate and weak, but that ftrength 
comes with years, and, contrary to other horfes, 
they arc better and more powerful when advanced 
In age. 

^ Martial alfo fays, 

Venit & e poto Sarmata pvjlus egtto. 

The 
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The horfes of this tradt of country feem to have 
been the favourites of the ancients, who greatly extol 
their fwiftnejTs, and ftatelinefs of their adion. And 
here it may not be improper to obferve once for all, 
that moft of the ancient authors, ^ho fpeak of the 
horfe, or deferibe its figure, mention the proud, 
high, and equal ftepj which conftirutes, what is un- 
derftood by the term a£lhnj not only as a requifite, 
but as the nobleft accomplifhment an horfe can poffefo: 
and it muft be acknowledged, that when the animal: 
difpiays it properly, motion appears in its higheft 
grace. The poets^ who love beautiful images, fpeak 
of the horfe in this view, in fuch expreffive and ape 
terms, that after feeing the horfes themfelves, the next 
pleafure ia to read their defcriptions of them. The 
painters and ftatuarics are Ukewife fond of exhibiting; 
the animat in this ftrikihg attitude. 

The inhabitants of Numidiay M^uritania^ Nafamonia^ 
iitaJJUia^ and other adjacent trafts of the fame region, 
are celebrated for having, had horfes of great fleetncfsv 
and vigour ; \mt more for their ftrange and peculiar 
manner of riding them without a bridle or faddle, 
ufing a wand onlyy or fwitchj to guide and- command 
them. Many poets, who in forae inftances may pafs 
for hiftorians, and many hiftorians like wife, aflfert this 
for a truth. Livy * fpeaking of this manner of ma- 
naging their horfes, fays with great juflice, tliat they 

* Lib. xxiiL c. 25, and 25, 9. Vide alfo Caef. de Bello Afric. 

made* 



2 4 THE HISTORY AND ART 

made an ungraceful and aukward appearance, having 
their necks ftrait and extended, and carrying their nofes 
upwards, or in the air (capitibus ahe fiantibm). Many 
authors imagine this breed to be the fame with that of 
Lybia, or as this tradl now is callec|, Barbary, famous 
for its excellent horfes, celebrated for their fpeed, 
wind, and patience of fatigue. Xenophon and Oppian 
agree in giving them thischaradler; and ^ian beflows 
upon them the fame commendations, defcribing them 
to be of a lean habit of body, and of a ilender mould, 
not requiring much care or attendance from their 
keepers, but living hardly, and content with fkich food 
as they find in the fields, into which they ar£ turned as 
foon as the rider quits their backs, without farther care 
or notice The prefent treatment of them correfponds, 
in a great degree^ with this account, nor is the de- 
fcription of them unlike that already related of their 
anceftors. • 

SiUus Italicus * fpeaking of the Carthaginians fighting 
with the Romans, mentions the peculiar manner of 
riding among thefe people^ and many other autho- 
rities confirm the pradlicef- 

It is neverthelefs, in fome degree, difiicult to con- 
ceive, how a wand or ftick could be powerful enough 
lo guide or control a fpirited or obilinate horfe in the 
violence of his courfe, or in the tumults of battle :— 
but the attention, docility, and memory of the animal 

* Punic, lib. 4. 

t Livy, libJ xxxvii. c, 20. 

arc 
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^re fuch, that k is hard to fay to trhat a degree of obe- 
dience aftd exaftnefs he may not be reduced. It is 
faid that the riianner in which the ftick operated, was 
by ftriking the horfe with it on the right fide of his face, 
to make him mm to the left, on the left to direft him 
to the right, and full upon the griftle of his nofe, when 
he ti^as teqiiiired to flop*: 

Paret in obfe^uium lenta ntodermnine vlrga^ 
FerberaJuM praeepta fuga^ ftM verbera frmii^ 

All nc^dlefs here the bit's coercive force 
To guide the motions of the pliant horfe ; 
Form'd by the rod alone, its aids they know, 
And ftop^ and turn, obedient to the blow* 

Aufonius confirms this account, and defcribing this 
method of riding in very exaft terms, celebrates the 
einpcfror Gi^tian for his ikill and addrefs in it. Mira^ 
&j>»ftr.(fayiJ he) fottnm f.^' infronos tUxerat NwmdaSy et 
dtierum qui coffegirat rrj, Ht Secret in egmtando verbera & pra* 
cepta ejffefuga^ (^ pttecepta Jiftendi : obfcurumloc nobis legentibus 
erat. Intelkximus tt videntes^ quum idem arcum intenderes^ & 
idbenas tmuunnt 'r out equum fegnius ewntem verbere cmcitares^ 
"Dd cedent i)erbere htmperentiam cotrceres %. 

* Ncmcfian. 

t £t ntifnida in/ram dngttntj et inboffita fyrtis. 

Virg. ^n. 4. 
X Aufoh. Grat, Afliio. p. 54^, l>fclph. Edit. 4to 

Vol. I. E This 
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This method, I have been afluredi is ftill praftifed 
in Barbary, by the lower fort of people, and anfwers 
very juftly to the roughnefs and brutal violence of 
thefe ignorant nations, in the ordinary courfe of their 
manners, and harfhnefs of their tempers. 

Nor is it unreafonable tofuppofe, that their extreme 
poverty, their ignorance of the arts*, and the want^ 
perhaps, of materials and manufaiftures, might have 
given rife to this manner of riding, which cuftom adopt- 
ed, and conflant practice made eafy and familiar both 
to man and horfe j which latter^ after a certain degree of 
difcipline and experience, from the force of habit, and 
the docility of his nature, might be brought to under- 
{land the intention, and obey the wilt of his ridier, with 
as much certainty and readinefs, as our cart-horfes ia 

^ In confirmation of this aflcrtion, I will ^dd a paflagc from an ac- 
count -of the Irifli, in the reign of king Richard II. 

When this prince went into Ireland to chaftife Mac*Morough, who 
called himfelf king of Ireland, thougjv properly only king of Leiofter, 
in the year 1399 ; the king of England, by advice of his council,, fent 
the earl of Glocefterunto Mac-Morough to charge him with his crimes. 
Between two woods, Mac-Morough defcended from a mountain, 
mounted upon an horfe without a faddle, which coft him (as reported) 
four hundred cows ; for in. that country they bai:ter by exchange, horfes 
for beafts, and one conunodity for another. This horfe wasi very fair, 
and ran as fwift as any ftag, or the fwifteft beaft I ever faw. Vide 
Harris's Hibernica. 

Perhaps the cuftom once in this kingdon> of making horfes draw 
by their tails may be afcribed to the fame caufe, as the riding without 
faddles ; the ignorance of the age in the art Qf making, faddles and 
harncfs, 

the 
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the crowded ftreets, attend to the voice of their driver, 
by which they almoft are folely governed, and difcover 
no lefs fagacity and obedience than the famous Gallic 
mules, defcribed by Claudian in the following epigram. 

DE MULABUS GALLIGIS. 

jffpicc morigeras Rbodani torrentis alumnas, 

Imperio nexas^ imperioque vagas ; 
DiJJona quam variosJleSlunt ad murmura eurfus^ 

Et certas adeunt voce regente vias: 
^uantvis gtiagtiejibi longis difcurrit habenis^ 

Et pateant duro libera coUajugoi 
Ceu cmfiriSla tamenferoit^ patienfque laborum 

Barbaricos docili concipit cure fmos. 
Abfentis Imginqua valent pracepta magifiri^ 

Frttnorumque vlcem lingua virilis (^t. 
Hoc procul augujiatfparfas^ fpargitqiie coaBas^ 

Hacjijiit rapidas } bac properare facit. 
Lava jubet f lavo deducunt Hmite grejfupt$ 

Mutavitjirepitum f dexteriora petunt. 
Nee vinclis famula^ nee Kbertate feroces^ 

Exuta laqiieis, fubditione tamen^ 
Qmfenfuque pares ; fedftd^s pelHbus birta 

E/feda Concordes multifonora trabunt. 
Mirarisji voce f eras peccaverat Orpbius^ 

Cum pronas pecudes Gallica verba regant t 

Bred, where the Rhone's impetuous torrents flow, 
Obfervc how well thefe mules their duty know ! 

E a How 
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How W€ll theix driver's meaning underfland^ 
Gome at fais call, and go at his command : 
Left to themfelves^ and trufted with the reins, 
His voice, with furcr pow'r their fpeed refirains. 
Patient of toil, their fteady courfe they fleer, 
Watch every accent, and obedient hear. 
Governed by diftant founds, they clofe, divide^ 
And flop, or run, the voice their only guide. 
To the left hand one tone direfts their flight, 
A different cadence wheels them to the right. 
Though free, not wild, they ownXuperior fway. 
With willing minds, and ecjual fteps obey, 
And fpeed the rattling carriage on it^ way. 
Then wonder not, that Orpheus drew bIoj^^ 
The favage herd, enraptur'd at his fpng l 
Lo! here a greater prodigy is found! 
And brutes more docile to a ruder founds 



Libya^ mentioned above, .bred horfes wbieh were^ 
fwift even to a prov.erb *. Its inhabitants are reported 
to have been the firft who taught Qreece the method 
of coupling horfes in a chariot. They were confidered 
as moft Ikilful horfemen, fuperior to other nations,, 
and never fought but on horfeback. 

It may now^ perhaps, be time to quit thefe regions, 
in order to follow our fubjeft, aad examine what re- 
ception it found, and what progrefs it made, when in- 

^ JuxtaLyMmxurrimcwrer/s. PJut^ch. 

troduced 
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troduced into the third remaining part of the globe^ 
called Eiwope. 

It is iniaginedi and the con}c6lure is by no means 
groundlefs, that the colonies which came from Phoe- 
nicia and Egypt, countries in which equitation flou- 
niihed, brought the art with them, and eftablifhed it 
in GrfiLe(;e, long before the liege of Troy : and indeed 
it would be very furprifing, and fcarcely credible! 
that an ?rt which promoted the convenience and plea- 
fure of xxiankind in fo great a degree, fliould remain 
entirely with the inventors, andnot.pafs into neigh- 
bouring countries, and be adopted by all who were 
once acquainted with it« 

As many reafons have already been urged, and: 
many authorities produced from the facred writings, 
in order to pcoye, that riding on horfeback was ^t 
Ifaft coeval, if n<?t prior, to the ufe of chariots, fo it 
may not be imjwroper likewife tp have rccourfe to the 
oldcft authors, in. cardfr to fee. what farther knowledge 
may be gleaned from them. 

Homer, the oldeft poet, and, in fomc inftances, the 
oldeft pagan hiftorian, fpeaks of riding fo familiarly 
in fome parts of his poems, that we muft believe it 
was known, and in ufe among the Greeks, before he 
composed his Iliad and Odyflcy. 

Two paflages of this poet, one in the i 5th boc^ of 
the Iliad, the other in the j^fch of the Odyfley, will 
j>rov€ ibis affertion^ 
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In the firft we read to the following effedt. " Juft 
as a fkilful horfeman riding four chofen horfes along 
a public road, to fome great city, where his courfe is 
to terminate-. 

^ The whole town afTembles to behold him, and 
gaze upon him with wonder and applaufe, while he 
leaps at pleafure from the back of one horfe, to ano- 
ther, and flies along with them.*^ 

It is to be obferved, that the poet makes this compa- 
rifon, when he defcribes Ajax fighting in defence of the 
Grecian fliips, attacked by the Trojans ; and to give a 
livelier idea of that hero's ftrength and adlivity, he fays, 
that Ajax leaped from one (hip to another, with the 
fame readinefs and addrefs, with which a ikilful 
horfeman would vault from the back of one hoife to 
that of another ; and confequently that 4)y his liim- 
blenefs and force, he was able to defend many fhips 
at a time, as an accomplifhed rider is capable of ma- 
naging and controlling feveral horfes at the fame 
time. 

From this comparifon two obfervations will occur : 
the firft is, that riding muft have been commonly 
known at the time when Homer wrote, otherwife he 
could not have alluded to it, in order to illuftrate, and 
give a full idea of Ajax's manner of fighting when he 
defended the Grecian fliips. 

The fecond remark to be made, is, that this art was 
not only known at that time in Greece,, but alfo that 
it muft have been ftudied and cultivated with care and 

^ attention. 
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attention, fince no fmall Ihare of dexterity and habit is 
neceflary to enable a man to vault ahernately upon the 
backs of four horfes running at full fpeed. Nor is the 
whole praife due to the rider : the horl^s muft have- 
contributed their part, and been docile and govern- 
able, otherwife it would have been impoflible for the: 
man to have difplayed his Ikill; and the manage- 
ment of them demanding a certain degree of experi- 
ence, we are naturally led to conclude, that the Gre- 
cians were acquainted with the art before this period, 
and left their knowledge to their defcendants, for 
\*hofe iriftrudlion and entertainment Homer compofed 
his two immortal poems. 

The next teftimony comes from the Odyfley, and i& 
likewife another fimile, which the poet makes of 
Ulyfles, ihipwrecked, and fitting aftride a plank, which 
was floating upon the waves, to a man beftriding an 
harfe, and keeping his feat in fpite of all the motions 
tpe animal could make. To the foregoing arguments^ 
we may ftilL add another from the fame antient writer. 
He tells us, that when Ulyfles and Diomed went by 
night intO' the tent of Rhsefus ; Ulyfles feeing his 
j^Lorfes tied behind his chariot, immediately releafed 
them from it^, and mounting them, with Diomed j they 
lode ta the Grecian camp. 

Notwithftanding the force of thefe evidences-, 
which tend to prove £0 clearly, that riding was known^ 
before the Trojan war; it yet muft be confefled, 
frqnx the filence of the fame writer, that the Greeks, 

during; 
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during that long fiege, made Tife of chariots onl jr ; for 
it is not known, that they had any bodies of troops 
which ferved on horfeback: nor does it appear on 
the other hand, from any writer of antiquity, why 
chariots were preferred : and ahhough it is but candid 
to acknowledge tliat they were, and although the me- 
thod of fighting on horfeback might at that time be 
difufed ; yet, it docs not follow, that the art of riding 
and drefling horfes, in its various branches, for battle, 
hunting, or exhibitions of pomp and pleafure, was not 
known before that memorable aera. 

It has been already obferved, that it is conjedkured, 
that the colonies which came from Phoenicia and 
Egypt, are fiippofed to have brought with them the 
art of riding into Greece; and it is likewife pro- 
bable that the Grecians are not only indebted to theta 
for their knowledge of equitation, but likewife fot 
the animal which is the fubjeA of itj it being fuf*- 
pfcftedj that the horfe was not originally a native of 
Greece, but tranfplanted thither from other parts^ 
Herodotus * tells us, that the Greeks learned to couple 
horfes in a chariot from the Africans (Lybianft) ; abd 
Pliny t the naturalift fays, that the Greeks cdmpofed 
no treatifes or natural hiftory of the horfe^ becaufe 
their country did not originally produce any, and they 
knew nothing of them in their wild ftatc i de cfuiferis 
/tan fcripferunt Graci. 

* In Melpom. f Lib. I. 

Let 
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Let ''us,' however, fee what their own hiftories, or 
traditions fay upon this fubjedt. 

They tell us then, that Neptune and Minerva having 
a difpute which could confer the greateft benefit upon 
man, Neptune gave the horfe, and Minerva the olive- 
tree. This is the ancient account of the origin of the 
horfe ; and from this very account, independant of 
other more fober and certain relations, we may be in- 
duced to fufpedt, that he was not a native of Greece 
origina|ly, but introduced and adopted, or to talk 
in the language of ancient mythology, the gift of a 
God. 

. . It is well known, that antiquity had a peculiar fond- 
nefs to exprefs itfelf^ upon moil occafions, in fable and 
allegory, thinking thereby, perhaps, to flrike . the 
mind with greater awe and veneration, and to raife 
and enoble the fubj eft which they treated, by afcrib- 
ing them to a divine origin, and far removed from the 
ufual courfe of things. This is probably the reafon, 
why we find all ancient Hi/lory to be almoft all Fabh i 
yet if we go fomewhat deeper, and look more clofely 
into things, we (hall, in many inftances, difcover Fable 
alfo to be Hi/iory. It is, therefore, incumbent upon 
thofewho have to do with fubjedts, which, from their 
antiquity can only be feen through the medium of fa- 
ble, to confider the fabulous part only as a veil or co- 
vering, which to a certain degree conceals the objedt 
which is under it ; but which being removed, genu- 
ine hiftoric truth will appear in its naked purity. 

Vol. I. F Without 
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Without this clue, almoft all ancient hiftory will be a la. 
byrinth of confuilon and doubt, not to be believed, or 
eren undo^ood: as in theinftance before us ; is it not; 
abftird and ridiculous to be told, that an imaginary 
deity, who preikled as fovereign of the fea, fhould 
have formed the hcxfe, a land animal, for the ufe of 
man I Yet fuch is the account given of this creature 
by the Greek hiftones and traditions ; but the veil of 
feUe in which it is wrapped, being removed, the 
plain fadl will be this : viz. that in Greece in early 
times, there being few, if any, horfes, fixne were 
brought from Libya, and other parts, and being tranP* 
ported thither by fea, were faid in the lofty and figu- 
rative ftile of antiquity, to have bees the gift oi Nep^ 
tune, the God of the Sea. 

Thus hhkc ends in hiftory, of which it is no iBort: 
than a gorgeous drefs, and fanciful enbeQifliment v 
and which, like other ornaments, oftentiaxes overload^ 
conceal from fight,, what they were intended <»ly 
to fet off and adorn. 

In following our fubjeft, we are led, in the next plaoe^ 
to confidcr the fictitious flx)ry of the Cmtaursy, who are- 
reported to have been the inventors and teachers of 
Grecian horfemanfhip. Many dijSerent accounts are. 
to be found concerning them:, in the poets and other 
mythological writers : the trueft andmoft fimple fieems- 
to be this. 

It is faid by many ancient writers, that the Theflar 
liana, chiefly thofe who dwelt about Mount Peliout 

wej?e 
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were the firft among the Greeks who applied themfelvcs 
to the art of breaking horfes. Pliny the Elder gives 
£ellerophon the honour of having been the firft who 
mounted a horfe } but his flory is too abfurd and idle 
to be entitled * to any credit. Notwithftanding this, the 
fame writer declares, that the Thcflalians, of all the 
Greeks applied themfelves moft to this exercife. The an^ 
cient cavalry of Greece, therefore, is to be found inthef- 
faly, Hiftory farther informs us, that thefc primitive 
horfemen, in order to acquire knowledge and dexterity 
in the art, as well as to difplay them upon proper oc->- 
cafidnst were accnftomed to fight with bulls, attacking 
tbeiH With javelins, in order to kill them, and thereby 
ftfevent them from ravaging their fields. In this fci- 
ence of buH-hunting, it is fuppofed, they were expett, 
as well as in horfemanfliip, by the affiftafiice of which 
they were enabled to attack and deftroy thefc wild and 
dangerotiB axumals. Pliny fays, Julius Csefar introduced 
diefe buU-fig^tings into Rome, ahd was the firft who eu- 
tettaihed the |)eople with thefe fpef^tacles j nor is it im- 
probabie,that the celebrated &pamjb Bull-feeftsy as they arc 
caUed, are derived from thefe fports of the Romans, as 
tliey took theit life from the Greeks. Be this as it may 
it is certain that the word Centaur, or to fpeak more 
properly Hippocentaur, owes its derivation in the 
Greek laag^age to this cuftom of bull-wounding by 
men» who attacked them on horfeback, the word 
Hippocentaur, fignifying an Horfertum Buil-wounder. 

♦ Vid Diod. Sicul.— Pliny — Palaiphatus— 5crvius in Virg. 

Fa At 
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At the firft appearance of thcfe new horfemen, the 
people who faw them were greatly ftruck and amazed 
at the ftrangenefs of their figures ; and having, per- 
haps, but an imperfed view of them, and that under 
the influence 'of fear and wonder, might think them 
to be a new fpecics of creatures, compofed of two 
different natures, half-human, and half-brute. 

This is at once the fabulous and real account of the 
faft. Ignorance, and its companion Credulity, might 
impofe fo much upon the minds of thofe who firft faw 
thefe half-men, and half-horfes, as to make them think 
they were a new fpecies of creatures j as the Indians 
imagined the Spaniards to be, when they firft beheld 
them mounted upon horfes, and believjed them to be 
deities. Poetry and fable adopted the opinion, and 
made a proper ufe of it ; and whether we view it in a 
literal or figurative fenfe, we muft confefs the juftnefs 
of the notion ; but the fabulous explanation of it is fo 
ftriking and beautiful, that it always has been re- 
ceived, and prevails at this day. The Centaur is the 
fymbol of horfemanlhip, and explains its meaning as 
foon as it is beheld : for there is fuch an intelligence 
and harmony between the rider and the horfe, that 
they may, almoft in a literal fenfe, be faid to be but one 
creature ; the horfe underflanding the j^ids of his rider, 
as if he was a part of himfelf, and the rider equally 
confuhing the genius, powers, and temper of the horfe, 
juftifies the allegory? and may almoft be faid, in the 

expreflive 
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exprcflive words of Shakefpear * to be " incorpfed and 
deminatured with the brave beaft." 

Having thus finiflied this fabulous dory, or rather 
extracted as much truth from it as we could, we will, 
in the next place, prefent the reader with a more cir- 
cumftantial account of the particulars of Grecian horfe- 
manfhip. 

It is known, that in the infancy of moft of the 
Grecian dates, the number of horfes was but fmall, 
they being too expenfive to be kept by any who were 
not rich ; to encourage people, therefore, to increafe 
the number, and keep them at their own coft,^ an or- 
der of citizens was eredted in Sparta and Athens, who 
were deemed the fecond in rank in the commonwealth, 
and diftinguifhed by certain honours and privileges 
conferred upon them : ^n after-times Rome availed- 
herfelf of this expedient, and formed her Equites^ or 
knights, after this model. 

The origin of horfemanfliip in this country, is 
afcribed to various perfons, but can be fixed with cer- 
tainty upon none ; and whoever was the firft intro- 
ducer of it, feems to have known but little of the art, 
and to have left it very imperfed, though, perhaps, 
in no worfe a ftate, than otherarts and fciences were 
in at their beginning. It is probable to think that 
fome time muft have elapfed before the inftrument 
called a Bin was ufed for the governing of horfes, by 

. * Hamlet. 
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trolling the horfe ; and hence is derived the fuppofed 
origin of bridles ; which, in afcer-ages, have been 
multiplied in fuch numbers, and under fuch a variety 
of fhapes, incrcafing and improving, as men grew 
more fkilful in riding, and applied it to fundry pur- 
pofes. It is certain, that the ancient Greeks were ac- 
quainted with theufe of fpurs, as well as that they had 
a covering for their legs when on horfeback, which 
anfwered the intention of our boots. Xenophon, 
in his treatife on horfemanfhip, mention both ihefc 
appurtenances, Neverthelefs no trace of the former 
remains upon any ftatue, or monument which have 
reached thefe times, and is an omillion of the ancient 
fculptors not eafily accounted for, unlefs we conclude 
with Montfaucon, that they did not think them worth 
their notice. That learned and accurate antiquary 
has preferved the figure of one, as well as of an' an- 
cient bitt, in his valuable colledlion. It does not ap- 
pear, however, ^from this diligent enquirer, of what 
country his fpur and bitt ai'e the invention. Nor is it 
quite certain, that what he calls a bitt, is really one, 
and he leaves it to the reader to determine. It is of an 
uncouth form, and bears no refemblance to thofe which 
are ftill to be feen on Trajan's pillar, and elfe where. 
It has neither branches nor curb, and may not impro- 
perly be called z.Snafle ; the mouth piece is ornamented 
at each end, with two bofles, reprefcnting an horfe's 
head. Not but that there are fome which appear to 
have branches ; but curbs or chains under the chin are 

no 
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no where to be feen. Xenophon, the oldeft writer 
extant upon this fubjedt, defcribes two forts of bitts, 
the one eafy and fmootb, the other fliarp and more 
powerful *. 

They likewife had a fort of bridle which came over 
the nofe, like our cavezons, armed with teeth, and 
very fevere in its eflfedls f. 

Whips were ufed by the Greeks, and were made of 
thongs of leather, or the briftles of hogs twifted to- 
gether, and fometimes of the finews of oxen. Saddles 
were unknown to ancient Greece. Inftead of them 
certain cloths or houfings were thrown upon the horfe, 
and fattened by a girth, or furcingle. Upon thefe the 
rider fat. They were known by the general name of 
Epbippia ; and the trappings or horfe-furniture, known 
and ufed in every part of the modem world, may be 
fuppofed to owe their origin to them. They were 
compofed of diflferent materials, leather, cloth, and 
the Ikins of wild beads, and fometimes adorned with 
^old, filver, and precious ftones ; the horfes, befides 
thefe ornaments, being decked with Bells , rich Collars^ 
and other devices. 

As the invention of faddles was an advantage in 
riding, of which the Greeks were totally ignorant, fo 
were they likewife of the ufe of (lirrups ; for want of 
which they were obliged to mount and difmount by 
vaulting, by the afliftance of horfc-blocks, or of other 

• The reader will fee a fuller account in the treatife at the end of 
this work. 

t Vide Tidor. Hifpal. et Scheffer, dc re VchicuL 

Vol, L G people^ 
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people, as flaves or grooms, who lifted the rider upon 
the horfe, and helped him to get down. Soldiers ge- 
nerally made ufe of their fpears upon this occafion* 
Others of fhort ladders ; others again had their horfes 
taught to kneel, when the rider was to mount or 
get down. Befides thefe helps, piles of ftones were 
eredled in the public roads for the conveniency of 
paflengers ; and the officer, who had the fuperinten- 
dency of the highways, was obliged to fee that they 
were furnifhcd with them. Thefe different expedients 
all feem to confefs the ignorance of jftirrups in the 
ancient world, and are arguments of force enough 
to induce us to believe, that they are a difcovery of 
modem date. Euftathius fpeaks of them as inftru- 
mcnts in which a man putting his foot^ could mount 
his horfc without farther affiftance. Suidas and Plu- 
tarch fecra to intimate the fame thing *. To what 

other 

* The Greek word avafoXfuc, and* the Latin term Stratcr^ are 
fuppofcd to fignify in thefe languages Stirrups. But they muft not be 
takca in. a literal fenfe, but iinderftood figuratively. In their literal 
fignification they mean no more than any thing by which a man 
can be enabled to mount or difmount from his horfe, as a ladder,, 
chain, rope, ftep ; or horfe-block j or a man, as a fervant, or groom, 
who aflifted the rider ta get up and down. Performing, therefore, one 
part of the office offtirrups, they wcre» in after- ages, called flirrups.; 
but in the fame fenfe as a man who lies upon the ground may call it 
his bed, and the heavens his canopy. Suidas gives this explanation. 
Pitilcus thinks it might have been a rope ladder, which was ffung over 
the horfc to enable the rider to mount, and then taken off (a method 
pra£tifed at this day) \ and that it was not till a long time after, that 

they 
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other contrivance they alluded, if this lliould not be 
allowed, a more able and more fortunate, enquirer may, 
perhaps, difcover ; in the mean time it feems to be 
the more probable fide of the queftion to conclude, 
that they were not known to the ancients. Hippo- 
crates obferves, that the Scythians, who were much on 
horfeback, were troubled with defluxions and fwellings 
in their legs, occafioned by their dependent pofture, 
and the want of fomething to fuftain their feet. Had 
llirrups been known, this inconvenience could not 
have been urged ; and this proof, joined to the foregoing 
arguments, feems to outweigh thofe which are brought 
to fupport the contrary opinion. 

As the moft meritorious part of the horfe's cha- 
radter was his fervice in war ; the Greeks were very 
nice and fcrupulous in this particular, and before any 
were admitted into their troops, ftridlly examined their 
qualities and difpofitions ; reje(5ling thofe whofe talents 
and properties did not come up to a certain degree of 
merit required of them. The method of trying their 
courage and temper, was by ringing a Belly and making 
other loud and fudden noifes ; and by their behaviour 

they were fixed fo as to fupport the rider's legs while the horfc was in 
motion. This praftice probably did not obtain till faddles were invented, 
to which they could be fattened with firmnefs and fecurity. This ex- 
planation coincides with, and confirms the conjecture of Montfaucon. 

Vide HoflTman. Lex. Art. StaflRa. — Jo. Molinet. Itin. Neap. — 
Gorop. Bee. Gall. lib. ii. p. 49. — ^DuFrefne in Glof. &Notis ad Cinn. — 
V. eundem Diflert. ad Joinville. — ^Euftat. Odyfley, A. n. 155.— 
Sueton, in Calig. * 
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under thefe circumftances, they judged of their tempers^ 
and chara<5ters. Such horfes as were worn out, and 
unfit to fcrve in the troops, were caft and turned out^ 
and, as a mark of difraiffion, were branded in the jaw 
with the figure of a Circlej or fFbeel. It was alfo ufual 
with private people to mark their horfes by buming^ 
into their flefli certain figures and marks, as letters of 
the alphabet, or the initial letters of names, denoting 
their breed and country, or to whom they belonged. 

Thus Lucian mentions the practice of ftamping 
horfes with the figure of a Centaur ; and Bucephalus is 
faid to have been marked with the head of a Bu/I^ 
whence he had his name. It is, however, more pro- 
bable that this famous horfe owes his appellation to the 
refemblance which his head really bore ta that of a 
Builj and not to the impreflion of one which was burnt 
into his flefh ; and was a mark in no wife peculiar to 
him, but common to all horfes, fo that he could not 
have been particularly diftinguiflied by it ; and Aulus 
Gellius, lib* v. c. 2. exprefly tells us that this was the 
faft, and that his head literally refembled in fhape and 
figure that of a Bw//, as the name implies, Atexandri 
regis &? capite & nomine Bucephalus fuit ; and horfes of this 
kind are fometimes ftill to be found. The moft fre- 
quent and principal marks, however, were the letters 
Jigma and kappa ; and the horfes which bore them were 
termed Koltctcoltkh and I.ocv(popccif the ancient Greeks 
calling the Jigma 2av or Xocijl *. 

♦ Vide Salm. ad Solin. P. 891, 892. 
7 Greece 
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Greece gave many appellations to her horfemen, 
diflinguifhing them by the particular forts of armour 
which they wore, and by the manner of riding and 
fighting. The A[Jt,(piZ7roi were fuch as had two horfcs 
affigned to one man, on which he rode by turns, 
vaulting from one upon the other, as the circum- 
llances of battle required. Others there were who 
fought on horfeback and on foot, like modern dra- 
goons, and had fervants attending to hold iheir horfcs, 
whenever they got down to fight. The xeXriCj or fingle 
horfe, was ufed upon different occafions, but moft fre- 
quently for the purpofe of running in the public 
games, like our race-horfes. 

,The Grecian horfemen always fet off to the left^ 
preferring that hand, as we do to the right ; and 
were ufed in forming their horfes, to work them in 
circles, in order to make them fupple, and ready to 
turn to either. 

The Tbejalian horfes, by the agreement of all 
v/riters, were the moft famous of ancient Greece, and 
valued and admired not only by the inhabitants of that 
country, but by the moft judicious and experienced 
perfons of other nations. They were celebrated even 
to a proverb, which fays, that among horfes, the 
Thcffalian breed was the nobleft ; as among women, 
the Lacedsemonian were the moft beautiful. 

Theocritus honours them with his praifes, and fays, 
that a cyprefs-tree in a garden, and a TbeJjaHan horfe 
drawing a chariot, are moft pleafing obje(5ls, andfupe- 

riorly 



46 THE HISTORY AND ART 

riorly graceful. Varro, in his account of fine breeds of 
horfes, mentions ihefe as the firft and beft. Strabo 
alfo records then- merit. 

The horfes of Mycena: were held in much efleem, 
and accounted more proper for fhew and parade, from 
the pride and gracefulnefs of their carriage, than for 
fwiftnefs, or great fatigue. 

To Mycena we muft add Epirus^ a counti7 much 
extolled for its breed of fleet and beautiful horfes. 

The Lacedamcnians are mentioned by Paufaniasy as be- 
ing remarkable for their love and knowledge of horfes, 
and for having a diftinguifhed breed exprefly deftined 
to contend in the Olympic courfe. 

Argolisy a country in the Pehponnefus^ was another 
part which muft be remembered upon this occafion. 
The horfes of Jrgos are extolled by all antiquity. 
Arcadia juftly boafted her breed of horfes, and had 
large and rich paftures for their nouriflhment. 

Magnejia^ a region of Macedonia, and bordering 
upon Theflaly, is commended for its horfes, in which 
its inhabitants were very curious, and fought upon 
them with great addrefs. Lucan and Oppian make ^ 
mention of thenii 

The Dalmatian horfas had likewife their fliarc of 
praife. — Thofe of Ionia are celebrated by Oppian and 
Claudian. 

The ifland Scyros produced thefe animals in great 
abundance, and furniflied Greece with large fupplies : 
nor was fhe lefs indebted to Colophon^ whofe horfes (he 

highly 
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highly efteemed, and which were remarkably excel- 
lent in war. 

The Jttic territories were not without their merit ; 
and Elis was eminently diftinguifhed for the horfes 
which Ihe produced, fo admired in the Olympic race. 

The 7'bracian horfes are commended, as well as many 
others of inferior note, whofe charadler and fame are 
not confiderable enough to entitle them to any parti- 
cular notice. 

It was cuftomary with the Grecians to give par- 
ticular names to their horfes, as modern nations 
do at this day. Thus the horfes of Achilles were 
called Xantbus and Balim ; that of Adrajlus^ Arion ; Aiira 
was the name of the famous mare who won the 
prize, without her rider, at the Olympic games, and 
the property of Pbidofas the Corinthian. Other namies 
were ^oivi^y a Phoenix, Kopa^, a Crow, and fo on thro' 
a variety of inftances, as with us, too trifling to be 
enumerated. 

They diftinguifhed likewife a particular clafs of horfes, 
by the name of Lycofpades. Thefe were fuch as when 
colts had been purfued and attacked in the mountains 
and forefts by JVolves. They were highly prized, and 
believed to be endowed with great fwiftnefs, if they 
had outrun and efcaped from the purfuits of the 
wolves ; or if they had received any hurt or mark, 
the fear was thought honourable, and a proof of their 
courage in refitting and fighting with the wolves 
which had attacked them. Others interpret this ap- 
pellation^ 
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pellation to have been given to certain horfes, which, 
from the hardnefs of their mouths, and obftinacy of 
their tempers, could only be governed by the rigour of 
the bitt, called the IVolf-bUt. 

The Grecians in many inflances chofc mares before 
horfes. ^lian fays, they thought them fitter for the 
courfe } and Virgil names only the mares of Epirus, as 
running in the Olympian race. Pliny fays, they were 
fwifter than horfes. It has been already obferved, that 
the Greeks were accuftomed to mount and difmount, 
by vaulting and leaping from and upon the backs of 
their horfes, as well as from one horfe to another. 
Thefe feats of adlivity feem to have been firft praftifed 
in battle, and in thofe ages when faddles, and confe- 
quently ftirrups, were unknown. 

The utility of this method fpeaks for itfelf, for if one 
horfe was tired, wounded, or killed, his rider had 
another ready for his fei-vice ; two or three being led 
into the field, which were ufed as occafion required. 
Thefe exercifes, fo ferioufly necefTary in war, were, 
after a time, performed in the public games, and 
other occafional exhibitions, merely to fliew thenimble- 
nefs and addrefs of the horfcman ; and the modern art 
of vaulting, in all its variety of poflures and methods, 
and which has now little more in view, than to difplay 
the activity of the performer, is, beyond doubt, derived 
from this ancient pradlice ; as well as the whole modem 
manege^ except which in fome few refinements, calculated 
merely for grace and pleafure, is borrowed from the 

different 
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different motions- artd evolutions performed by men and 
he*fe3 in battle. To this likewife we owe the folemni- 
ties and fports of tilts, tmmaments^ 2ind ju^s, invented 
as z^meck-woTj to fill up the lazy hours of peace j -to 
infpire and keep alive a inartial fpirit, to rendet th^ 
body ai5tive, robuft, and expert in the feats of aritas ; 
and which, though confecrated in latter distys folely \6 
pomp and gallantry, were anciently of itiore ferious 
account, and the real difcipline and exercife of war. 

Hence the praifes, and hence the hdriours, whicH 
were always beftowed upon thofe who excelled iii 
barfemmjhipj not as being fkilled in a light and idl^ 
atcGortiplilhment, but as pofleffing an art, which was of 
fblid ufe, and indifperifably neceflary in bufinefs of 
war : for as in ancient times the moft important fer- 
vicfe of the horfe was in the field, thofe who broke and 
n^iiaged them wfere almoft always men of military 
eminence ; and the appellation of borfeman, or more 
fltnply and literally fewy^-^rfjfer, meant ^ foldier or chiefs 
who fought on horfeback, in diftindlion to one who 
combated on fbot; and the ikill of managing horfes iri 
its two branches of riding or driving them in chariots; 
Was a q\ialificatioA requifite in a warrior. The epi- 
thet^ therefore, of borfe-breaker was a title of praife 
arid refpcft ; as' we learri from Homer, Virgil, and 
others, who add it to the names of their moft illuftri- 
ous heroes and chiefs, and confer diftinguiffied coiii- 
mcridations upon thc^fe who excelled in this art, fo 
nectflafy and becoming in the profcffioh of arms; and 

VoL^ I. H fo 



y 



so THE HISTORY AND ART 

fo proper and ufcful upon other occafions, that P/u- 
tanb declared to his countrymen, * it was as abfurd 

* and fauhy in one who intended to ride, to be ignorant 

* of it, as it would be in a perfon who did not under- 

* ftand mufic, to undertake to* play upon the pipe/ 

The next, and moft remarkable period in the pro- 
grefs of our fubjedt, is the inftitution of the public 
games^ which were exhibited at ftated feafons in diffe- 
rent parts of Greece, with the utmoil fplendour and 
magnificence ; infomuch that by the pomp with which 
they were celebrated, efpecially thofc of Olympia, one 
would almoft think, that the fafety of the dates and 
the glory of the Grecian name depended upon them* 
The chronology of Greece was fixed, and the moft me- 
morable events were dated from their periodical cele- 
brations* The performances exhibited were of feveral 
kinds, all defigned and calculated to call forth the ut- 
moft exertion of the powers of the human body. 

To make thefe games more folemn and awful, they 
were confidered as ads of religion, and confecrated to 
different deities, as thofe of Olympia to Jupiter^ and 
Pythia to JpoIIo. Policy like wife had no inconfider- 
able Ihare in thefe folemnities, and under the cloak of 
religion advanced her own ends^ by ftirring up a fpirit 
of emulation,, and an ardent love of fame among the 
Grecian princes and cliiefs, by the rewards and honoura 
which were conferred upon the conquerors, in thefe 
trials of courage, Ikill, ftrength, and adtivity^ Hence 
the youth of Greece acquired a martial genius, and 

becaDGLc 
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became habituated to danger, pain, and fatigue j their 
bodies at the fame time being hardened by toil, and 
growing more ftrong, healthy, and alert. Nor muft 
we forget the advantage which was hereby derived to 
that part of the fports, which only can be confidered 
here, equitation^ and thecuhure of horfes. 

From thefe public aflemblies, and trials of merit$ 
it is certain much good fruit muft have been gathered; 
for as Greece, in its early days, could boaft no good 
horfes, or very few, the(e horfe-races (like our own at 
Newmarket) muft naturally have infpired an emulation 
among the Greeka, to procure the firieft horfes, and 
have put them upon ufing every means which could 
iihprove the art of riding, and the qualities of the 
animal upon which it was to be exercifed. 

It having been already faid that it is foreign to our 
purpofe to confider the other exercifcs which were 
performed in thefe games, and were called Gymnajlic^ 
becaufe the men who contended in them were naked j 
I fhall return diredly to my fubje(5l ; and lay before 
the reader the particulars which remain concerning it. 

It appears from the chronology of the Olympic 
games, that chariot races were not introduced till the 
a jTth Olympiad, nor horfe-races till the 23d. It is a 
qu eft ion very natural to be alked, how it happened that 
fuch a fpace of time elapfed, before thefe games were 
graced with the labours of the horfe ? It is moft pro- 
bable, that it was owing to the fcarcity of horfes in 
Greece, at thofe times, and the large cxpences incum- 
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bent upon thofe who undertoolj; to breed and maoiAgc 
them } for it is certain, from the concurrent accounts 
of many writers, that the Grecians were fo ill furniihed 
with thefe animals, that in the feveral wars in which 
they were engaged from time to time, they could not 
mufter a fufficient nuinber, although they were fo ufc- 
ful andneceffary. At length, however, thing* grew better; 
laws were made, and rewards given to encourage the 
breeding, and managing of thfm -, for which lail purpofe, 
ikilful people, who profefled the art of riding, under- 
took to inftrudt the youth, efpecially fuch of them atA 
were to ferve in war, ia the fcienc^ of horfemanfhip ♦. 
Beiides this, the privileges and honours which 'were 
conferred vpon thofe who gained the prize in the 
Olympic Gaines, muft have contributed greatly to pro- 
mote this eiiid ; an4 fo great was the zes^I, and even 
juftice of the Greeks upon thefe occafions, that eveik 
the borfes w^re not forgot, but, when vi<5lorious, were 
crowned amidft the ihouts £tnd applaufes of the multU 
tude f. 

Neverthelefs, however exaA and zealous the Greci^ 
ans might have been, and noiwithftanding the pomp^ 
and magnificence of thefe games, the ceremonies of 
religion obferved at their celebration, and the vencrar 
tion in which they were held by all Greece, feveral 
particulars are wanting, which, had they been traaf- 

• Hefych. and Xenophon. 

t Weft's Diflertat. on the Olympic Games. Plut, Sym. lib. 2. 
Paufan. lib. 6. 
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mittcd to poftcrity, woulti liave given a more ceriaia 
account of many articles relative to thefe fatuous exer- 
cifes, and have enabled the reader to form a furer opi?- 
fiion concerning them. 

The piece of ground on which the chariot and horfe*- 
races were performed (for the fame fpot ferved for both) 
was called the Hippodrome^ The Olympian Hippodrome, 
Qr horfe-courfe, was a Ipace of ground of fix hundred 
paces long, furrounded with a wall^ fituated near the 
city Elis, and on the banks of the river ^jUpbeus. It wal 
imevcn, and in fome degree irregular, owing to the 
j^tuatioa j ixx one part was an hill of a moderate 
height, and the circuit was adorned with temples, al- 
tars, and other embelliihments. 

Thisjladiuniy or race-ground, confifted of two parts;, 
the firft refembled in fhape the prow of a fliip, and 
was called the barrier. In this place, were the ftands 
for the horfes and chariots^ and here they were 
matdied and prepared for the courfe. The next par- 
tition was the lifts, or the fpot on which the racesr 
were ta be run^ At the end of the courfe flood a pillar^ 
which was the goal, round which the candidates were 
QWiged to turn^ in order to come back to the place 
where they had fet out ; and that rider or driver, who^ 
could make the narrowed turn, and approach neareft 
to it, every thing elfe being equal, had the faireft chance 
of furpaffing his rivals. In doing this, the fkill of the 
men, and the fupplencfs and obedience of the horfes>. 
were put to the fevereft proofs j inafmuch as that there 

wa& 
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was much danger in the performance, efpecially in 
the chariot- race, where it fomeiimes happened, that 
they were forced upon it, and broken to pieces, at the 
manifeft rifque of limbs and life. To this, it is very 
well known, Horace alludes in his expreflion, Meta 
fervidts evitata rotis ; it being neceflary that the adven- 
turers fljould go as clofe as poflible to the goal, to 
prevent any lofs of ground or time, and yet to take 
care not to flrike againfl: it, for fear of receiving an in- 
jury. 

Beyond this goal another difficulty was to be en- 
countered. This was a .figure, by which the horfes 
were to pafs, placed on purpofe to alarm and frighten 
them, as the name imports, being called Taraxippus^ or 
the terrifier of horfes. 

The £hape and form of this ftrange deity (for fo he 
was called) is not defcribed, but he certainly anfwered 
the end for which he was defigned ; it frequently hap- 
pening, that the horfes were fo feared and alarmed at 
his appearance, as to run away with the utmoft 
violence, and expofe their riders, or drivers lives, to 
the moft imminent dangers. Many conjedures have 
been formed cpncerning this ftrange deity, and the 
means which he ufed to frighten the horfes in fo ex- 
traordinary a manner ; but tlie moft probable conclu- 
fion will be, perhaps, to fuppofe, that fome tricks and 
artifices were pradlifed under the difguife of this 
figure J either with a defign to render the vid:ory more 
honourable, in proportion to its being more difficult to 

be 
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be gained, or elfe (which was a better dcfign, and a 
founder way of reafoning) that this borfe-frigbtemvg 
dieity was placed in the courfe, as a toucbjione^ to try and 
prove the refolution and temper of the horfes j and to 
oblige the candidates to bring none into the field, but 
fuch as by exercife and difcipline were fo aflured and 
fteady, as not to let their obedience be (haken upon 
the mod trying occafions. 

On each fide of the courfe^ from one end to the 
other, the fpedlators were placed ; the moft advanta* 
geous flations being referved for the judges of the 
games, and other diftinguifhed perfons ; the reft ftand* 
ing where they could^ it being impoflible to aflign 
particular places for the multitude which always at- 
tended thefe folemn and magnificent diverfions. Again^ 
in that part where the horfes ftood which were to run 
for the prize, a long cable was drawn from one end to 
the other, and ferved the purpofe of a barrier; about 
the middle of the prow above-mentioned, an altar was 
erefted, upon which ftood a brazen eagJe^ with out- 
ftretched wings, and the figure of a brazen dolpbin was 
likewife placed at the entrance of it* This laft was fo 
contrived, by the powers of mechanifm, that when the 
prefident of the racjes thought proper to put it in mo- 
tion, it would afcend at once to fuch an height, as to- 
be vifible to all the fpedtators. . This eagle was dedi- 
cated to Jupiter, the patron god of the Olympic 
games, as the dolphin was facred to Neptune, the fup- 
pofed creator of the horfe. The moment the eagle 

fprang: 
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fprang into the air, the dolphin funk under ground : 
upon this fignal, the cable * was removed, and the 
horfes advanced from their flands, which were diftri- 
buted by lot, into the courfe, where they flood ready 
to ftart : but in what order and arrangement, whe- 
ther in a line, or one behind another, is a queftion 
which has often been difcufled, but is hitherto unde- 
cided. Nor is it known what laws were to be obferved 
by- the horfes which entered to run, or whether they 
were confined to any fixed number ; but it appears that 
they were divided into two clafles, of full-aged and 
under-aged horfes ; and that horfes and mares were 
allowed to contend for the prize* There was likewife 
a race, called Ca/pe^ in which tnares alone were per- 
mitted to run ; and with whofe riders it was cufto- 
mary to leap from their backs towards the end of the 
courfe, and keeping the bridle in their hand, to run 
along with them, and fo finifli the career. 

There was alfo another fort of riders, called Jna^ 
batay who refembled thefe horfemen of the Ca/pe in 
moft particulars, but were diftinguiflied from them 
in one inflance, being obliged by law always to ride 
borfes. 

^ In the races at prefent peiformed in Italy, the fignal for the horfes 
to ftart, is given by removing a rope from before the horfes — the 
cuftom being derived from this method of the Greeks; efpecially, as it 
known, that the Olympic Games were celebrated in Sicily (called 
Magna Gracia)^ in the fame manner, and with all the circumftanccsi 
as in ancient Greece. 

The 
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The iignal for ftarting was probably the fame as in 
the chariot- races, and was given by the founding of 
a trumpet. The fpace of ground round which the 
horfes were to run, and the number of times which 
they were required to run round it, will make their 
eaurfe^ or beat^ to amount to about four miles, or fome- 
what more. 

Although the candidaie-horfes were .ranged into 
claffes of full and under-aged, yet it is not known, what 
was the precife term which qualified them to be rated 
as full or under-aged. Neither can it be afcertained 
how many were permitted to run at the fame time, at 
what fize they were required to be, or of what weight 
the jockeys or riders. Of thcfe particulars the reader 
cannot be informed } but as the riders were obliged to 
undergo preparatory, trials for the fpace of thirty days, 
it muft be concluded, that there were certain laws and 
conditions appointed by the judges, to which they were 
obliged to fubmit. 

This is the fum of what is recorded concerning the 
celebrated races of ancient Greece, as far as my fub- 
jeft leads me to confider them : in doing which, I 
have confined myfelf to thofe of Olympia only, with- 
out even calling a glance upon any other, looking 
upon them as comprehended in the general view, un- 
der which the Olympian are prefented ; which, as 
Pindar fays, were as much fuperiour to the reft which 
Greece exhibited, as water is among the elements, or 
gold compared with other metals. 
. -Vol. L I And 
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And now leaving Greece, and her horfes, it may 
be time to turn our eyes to her admirer and imitator, 
Rome. 

It is very well known, that the Romans were in- 
debted to Greece for many of the refined arts, and 
ufeful improvements of life. Among thcfc horfc* 
manfhip, perhaps, was not the leaft confiderable, and 
was received and adopted by the Romans with fuch 
eagernefs, and cultivated with fuch diligence and 
zeal, that they foon were able to excel their mailers. 

Romtdits very early inftituted his order of eguitesy of 
horfemen, as jitbens and Sparta had done before, on 
purpofe to encourage the practice of riding, and en- 
gage his new fubjedls to keep horfes at their own cx- 
pence, which, in thofe times, were fo coftly, tliat the 
rich alone were equal to the charge of maintaining 
them. 

The Certamna Equejiria^ or horfe and chariot races of 
the Circus^ began very early in Rome, and were formed 
upon the model of the 0!ympU races ; like them they 
were deemed facred fports, performed as aiJts of relir 
gion, and dedicated to particular deities, of whofe at- 
tributes they were a myftical reprefentation. And here 
it muft be acknowledged, that although the Romans 
did not ufe chariots in battle, it is certain, that in the 
Circus they preferred them to the races performed by 
fingle horfes. 

That horfe was called by the Romans Sitigu/arisy or 

Single^ upon which a man rode without a faddle, ufing 

I QUly 
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only a cloth, like the Greeks^ fattened with a furangle. 
or elfe fitting upon the bare back. 

Occafionally too the riders were tied and bound to 
their horfes by thefe girths^ that they might fit with 
greater firmnefs and fecurity ; but the pradlice was 
imprudent and dangerous, as they were, by this 
means, ejcpofed to be dragged, and torn by the horfe, 
in ca;fc they were unfeated, like the warriour defcribcd 
by iSfYw Jtalicus *• 



-Rapitur^ue pavcre 



TraSius equiy vinSlis connexa ad cingida membris f . 

Lock^Caddles, now but little ufed, are liable to the fame 
objedtion. 

Whenever an inferior perfon on horfebackmti his fupe- 
rior, or a magiftrate, or any one of diftinguiflied rank 
and character, the form of paying his civilities, and tcfti- 
fying refpeA, was by defcending from his horfe, unco- 
vering his head, and retiring on one fide of the road. 
This ceremony, Seneca % fays, he always- obferved, when- 
ever he tnet a conful or prxtor ; to whom thefe ho- 
nours were due. Apuleius mentions the fame manner 
of falutation ; and fays, that when any one happened 
to be on horfeback, and met any eminent man, who 
was entitled to particular notice and regard, the horfe- 
man, although in haftc, and going very faft, would 
immediately ftop, alight, and changing the wand or 

^ Lib. 4. Punicion f Florid, lib. 3. % Epift. 6$. 
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fwitch with which he rode, from his right hand to 
his left, would advance, and make his falutation with 
his right. To a certain degree, and upon particular 
occafions, this ceremony is obferved among the mo- 
derns. 

Whoever knows the method of treating liorfes after 
fevere labour, will be fenfible that it is the fame with 
that which was praftifed by the Romans. Apulehis * 
informs us, that when he perceived that his horfe 
grew tired upon his journey, he wiped off the fweat, 
rubbed his head, took ofF the bridle, llroaked and 
pulled his ears, and gently led him along, with his 
head hanging down, and at liberty, allowing him to 
crop the grafs as he went, to footh and refrefh him, 
hoping, at the fame time, by ihefe indulgenciesi to 
engage him to ftale. 

Straw was the material commonly ufed for litter ; 
when that failed, leaves (chiefly thofe of the holin- 
tree) fupplied its place, both for horfes, and other 
cattle. 

The food generally given to horfes, both by the 
Greeks and Romans, when they were turned into the 
fields, was grafs, clover, trefoil, and other herbs of 
the grafs-kind. In the ftable they were fed with hay, 
barley, oats, wheat, and ftraw. Pliny f extols the 
virtues of the Cytifus', and fays, that horfes love it fo 
extremely as to prefer it to barley. 

This author, and Strabo, recommend likewife the 
herb Medica (or the three- leaved grafs of Spain), as a 

♦ Aur. Afin, lib. i, -j- Lib. xiii. €• 24. 
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xnoit excellent food. Columella fays it will bear mowing 
four, if not fix times in the year j and that nothing is 
more efficacious to reftore lean and weak horfes to 
plumpnefs and vigour. There ar^ doubts, however, 
what the herb is, which was anciently called Medica^ 
a name given to it from its originally growing in 
Media. Nemejian recommends flraw and barley as very 
nourifhing diet; and it certainly conduces very much to 
keep horfes in health, fpirits, and wind, and in a ftate 
of body fit for any kind of labour, as it fupports and 
ftrengthens, without rendering the animal heavy and 
corpulent. Eumenes^ as we learn from Plutarch, who 
wrote his life, being befieged, and not having room to 
exercife his. horfes, fed them with boiled barley, as 
being more eafy of digeftion. The ancients like wife, 
on certain occafions, gave their horfes wine to drink, 
to animate and refrelh them. Thus Homer makes -^w- 
dromache give wine to Hector's war-horfes, or, as fome 
commentators render it, wheat fteeped in wine. It is 
no uncommon thing with us to give wine and beer to 
our horfes, in cafe of ficknefs, or where any extraor- 
dinary exertion of fatigue is required. 

The cloths, or houfmgs, ufed by ihe Roman liorfc- 
men are ftill to be fecn upon Trajan's pillar, and many 
other monuments of Roman antiquity. Stirrups were 
unknown, and the Roman horfemen were therefore 
obliged to mount their horfes, and get down, by vault- 
ing, by the help of horfeblocks, or of a groom called 
Strator. 

The 
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The origin of Saddles is not cxaftly known : fome 
writers among the moderns, attribute their invention 
to the Saliij a people among the ancient Franks ; and 
hence they fetch the Latin word &//j, a faddle. This 
afTertion, however, can amount to nothing more than 
a conjecture, becaufe the word Sella iignifies, in gene- 
ral, any thing upon which a man may fit, a chair^ 
ftool, or bench } and under this denomination, a 
thing called a Saddle^ may be comprehended, but the 
term could not alone be expreflive of what we call a 
Saddle. The ufage and pradtice, however, of latter ages 
have confined it to that fignification, although the 
thing meant by it was unknown to the Romans, in 
whofc language the word was always underftood in a 
general fenfe. 

The firll time we hear of faddles, is in the year of 
Chrift 340, when Con^aniius endeavouring to deprive 
his brother Con/Iantine oi the empire, oppofedhis army, 
and entering the fquadron where Gonilantine was, at- 
tacked, and unhorfed, by throwing him out of the 
faddle, as we learn from the hiftorian Zonaras. 

The emperors which fucceeded made many rcgu* 
lations concerning horfes, and occafionally take notice 
of faddles. 

There is a rcfcript in the Thcodofian Code, given by 
the emperors rakntinian^ Tbeodo/iuSj and jlrcalius^ which 
prefcribes the exaA weight ot a faddle, confining it to 
fixty pounds, including the bridle ; and ordaining that 
the cloak-bag with which people travelled, ihould 
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weigh no more than thirty-five pounds j the cloak-bag 
be forfeited, and the faddle broke in pieces, in cafe of 
difbbedience. The old Romans being ignorant of fad- 
dies, were likewife unacquainted with ftirrups, and 
like the Greeks obliged to ride without the eafe and 
conveniency which they could have afforded. What 
Hippocrates obferved of the Scythians, Galen found to 
be true in the Roman cavalry, who, he fays, were 
fubjeft to pains and defluxions in their hips and legs, 
from their dependent pofture, and the want of a fup- 
port when on horfeback. It is, therefore, to be con- 
cluded, and with great appearance of truth, that this 
contrivance for eafing and fupporting the rider's legs, 
was not the portion of the ancient horfemen ; no tncn- 
tion being made of ftirrups in any ancient Greek ov 
Latin author, no figure of them to be feen in any ftatue 
or monument, nor any word expreflive of them to be 
met within claflical antiquity. 

The filence, therefore, of all the writers, and the 
want of other proofs, leave us no room to form any 
other conclufion, than that they are niodem inven- 
tion. The Romans, having no better afliftance, copied 
the Grecian manner of getting upon their horfes ; ihey 
vaulted, or employed horfeblocks, and the afliftance 
of another perfon, after the Perjtan and Grecian me- 
thods, as Julius Pollux^ Folateraimus^ and P^egetius teftify. 

The firfl: fays, that when a man i^ to mount, or 
defcend from his horfe, he fhould lead him to a bank, 
or elevated ground, that he may execute his defign 

with 
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widi greater cafe s and that the horfe (hould be caught 
10 ap^r^ach the mounting-place, readily, and without 
fear. /Trfrrz/ informs *ii5, that xr-Adsn horfes vcie made 
life oi for the purpofe of learning to vault, which were 
placed in the open air in fummer, and in houfes in 
the winter feafon. Upon thefe the yoimg Romans 
made their eilays, and the art is taught at this daj in 
the fame manner. 

They at firft endeavoured to leap upon thefe wcx)den 
horfes without armour; and when they grewftronger, 
and more fkilful, completely armed. 

The horfeblocks which they ufed, were compofed 
of done, or wood ; and were in great abundance 
upon all the roads \ the Roman people, according 
to Plutarch, being under much obligation to Grac- 
chus, who caufed thefe conveniencies to be placed at 
proper diftances for the ufe of travellers. Porcbacbi*^ 
in his Funerali Antichi, has preferved an infcription, 
in which one of thefe horfeblocks (fupped^eum) is 
jeftingly dedicated by CrafTus to his mule, and was 
eredted in the road from Tivoli to Rome. 

Dispedib. Saxum. 

Ciiuia dorjifera 6? clunifera 

Ut infidtare & defultare commodetttr^ 

Pub. Crajfus mulafua CraJJk bene ferenti 

Suppedaneum hoc cum rifu pos. 

Vixit annos XI. 
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It is impoffible to tranflate this infcription fo as to 
make it intelligible to the Englifli reader ; to thofc 
who are acquainted with the language in which it is 
written, I will, with all deference, fubmit a conjec- 
ture, which may attempt to give it forae meaning. 
It feems to be ludicrous, and deligned, perhaps, as a 
parody upon the known form and ftile of lapidary in- 
fcriptions. Disped. is for Dis pedibus, and is oppofed to 
Dis manibuSf allowing the pun between manes and mantis. 
Saxum is contrafted to facrum^ the ufual word in epi- 
taphs. Beneferenti is ufed inftead of benemerenti^ a word 
frequent in monumental formularies ; and the cum rifu 
feems to juftify the conftrudlion, and conf^fs that the 
infcriber was burlefquing, and in joke. 

Menage^ however, notwithftanding what has been 
advanced, trufting to Vojjiusy reports, that St. ^erom is 
the firft author who makes mention of ftirrups, and 
quotes his very words upon the occafion. He fays, " that 
at the time of his receiving certain letters, he was 
mounting his horfe, and had his foot in the ftirrup 
(bijiapia)y This paiTage, however, is not to be found 
in his epiftles ; and if it were there, it would prove 
nothing, becaufe St. Jerom lived at a time when ftir- 
rups are fuppofedScb have been invented, and after the 
ufe of faddles. Montfaucon denies the reality of this 
paflage, as well as the following infcription, which 
recounts the death of a perfon, whofe foot being en- 
tangled in the ftirrup, as he was difmounting, was 
dragged by his horfe, and killed upon thqfpot. Por 

Vol. I. K the 
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the fingularity of the thoughts, and turn of the ex- 
preflion, I venture to infert it, with an attempt of a 
verfion of it, for the Englifli reader. 

retu$ infcriptio Roma. 

D. M. 

f^vtifquis leilurus accedis^ caveji amas^ 

Etji non amas^ penficula. Mifer quijine amore 

FiviU dvlce exit nihil. Afi ego tarn 

Duke anhelans^ me ineaute^ 

Perdidif & amor fuit. Equodvm 

jifpeSlui Durmionia formojijjima puella 

VirguncvJa^ fumma cum polvoria placere 

Cuperem^ cafu dejiliens^ pes hajit fiapia^ 

TraSlus interii : in rem tuam mature^ propera. 

rale. 

If love's fweet paffion ever touched your heart, 
Or if your bofom never felt his dart ; 
Whoe'er thou art, approach ; behold this tomb ! 
And heedful read a lover's haplefs doom ! 
Unconfcious of love's joys, the wretch who lives^ 
No pleafure ever knows, no pleafure gives : 
Love is the life of life — yet from it flow 
Various difafters, and a world of woe. 
By lov€ I perifti'd ; from the bounding horfe. 
When I had call'd forth all his adlive force, 
In fondeft hopes to pleafe a beauteous maid, 
Whofe charms infpir'd the feats which fhe furvey^d, 

My 
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My foot, difmounting, in the ftirnip hung, 
And the wild fteed his mafter dragg'd along ; 
All torn and mangled I refign'd my breath, 
And loft my paflion in untimely death : 
Go then ! by my misfortune taught, be wife ! 
And know from love v/hat mighty mifchiefs rife- 
After all, it fecms moft reafonable to conclude, 
from the mention of flirrups already reported to have 
been made by St. Jerom^ as well as from what is faid 
concerning thepi in the infcription above-cited, that 
thefe authorities^ inftead of proving their antiquity, 
evince them to be inventions purely modern j and far- 
ther, that the infcription above-named muft, for that 
very r^afon, be modern likewife. The learned and ac- 
curate explainer of antiquities, Montfaucon, after tefti- 
f ying his furprize, tlmt the ancients ihould have been 
entirely ignorant of this inftrument, fo ufeful in itfelf, 
and fo eafy of invention, flatters himfelf at laft with 
being able to afli^n a reafon for it. He fays, that as 
long as faddles were unknown, fo long were men un- 
acquainted with the ufe of flirrups* For, fays he, 
while cloths and houfmgs only were laid upon ihc 
horfes backs, on which the riders were to fit, /flirrups 
could not have been ufed, bccaufe they could riot have 
been faftcned with the fame fecurity as upon a faddle. 
This aflertion i§ plaufiblc, but not conclufive ; for al- 
though the ftirnips being flung over, or faftened to a 
cloth, could not have enabled the rider to mount or 

K 2 difmounr, 
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difmount, yet by the affiftance of a fecond perfon, 
who might hold the ftirrup on the oppofite fide, the 
feat might have been performed; and for the purpofe 
of fupporting and relieving the legs, they would have 
been as effeaual as they are at prefent. 

The more natural and modeft folution feems, there- 
fore, to be this : — that in this inftance, as in many 
others, it Ihould be remembered, that the progrefs of 
human genius and invention is uncertain and flow, 
depending frequently upon accidental caufes. That 
time alone ripens, and brings things to perfection ; 
that improvement follows improvement, and the arts 
advance gradually } 



/tdfitrrmun dome venere cacumen, 

Lucret. 

The horfe deftined to carry a man in the races of the 
GrcuSf as well as upon other occafions, was called 
CeleSt from the Greek word xsAjjf j and Sngularis and 
Shiitariust fo denominated becaufe he went alone, in 
contradiilin<51:ion to thofe which drew chariots, or other 
machines, and were yoked together in different num- 
bers, as two, three, four, and fometimes more. In 
latter times, after the difcovery of faddles, he was 
alfo called SeUarius. 

Their chief employment was to run at the full ex- 
ertion of their fpeed in the Circus (as our race horfes 
do now), againft their antagonifts. Their riders fre- 
quently mounted them bare-backed, and performed 

extra.- 
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extraordinary feats of agility * upon them : fuch as 
landing upright, fpringing upon them at oiice, laying 
down along his back, picking up things from the 
ground in full fpeed, and leaping from one horfe to 
another, whence they were diftinguifhed by the title of . 
D'fultoresy or Leapers. Suetonius fays, that in the time 
of Julius Csefar, who was an expert and diflingyiflied 
horfeman, the youths of the nobleft families ufed to 
ride in this manner ; and fo fond were the Romans of 
riding, that to be ignorant of it was a proverbial re- 
proach, and refledted as much difgrace, as not to be 
able to write or read f. 

Upoii certain occafions, and efpecially in the races ' 
of the Circus, they preferred, like the Scythians and 
Greeks, mares to horfes, judging, them. to be fleeter, 
and more fit to endure violence and fatigue. JElian, 
Pliny, Horace, and Virgil, celebrate the fpeed and abi- 
lities of the mare, as being efteemed fuperior to thofe 
of the horfe. The laft of thefe authors fpeaks of them 
as being more efteemed than horfes in the Olympic 
race. The reafon which is ailigned for this prefe- 
rence, has already been mentioned ; but without en- 
tering into any difcuflion concerning it, it is but 
juftice to the female fex, to acknowledge, that it is at 
leaft in all particulars equal to the male ; and that in 

* Vid. Sil. Ital.lib. 16.— Manilius, lib. 4.«-Procop. Gothicis, Kb. $. 
Agatluas, lib. 32. — Firmicus, lib. 8. 
t Ncquc equitare, ncc literas fcire. 

the 
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the article of breeding it ought to be jpreferred. Vir- 
gil *, not lefa a philofoplier, than poet, advifes 
breeders to be fcrupuloufly nice in the choice of the 
raare, inafmnch as that flie is far more important, 
and their hopes muft more immediately depend upon 
her. The breeders of mules, knowing the fuperiority 
of the female, always chufe that t}ie nobler animal 
ihould be of that fex, and therefore make the afa 
the ftallion ; for a creature begot by an horfe upon a 
fhe-afs, is a viler animal than the mule, "which is the 
offspring of a mare by an afs * and the intimacy an4 
union between the mother and its yovmg in aU ani*. 
mals, both during geftation, and for a long time after 
the birth, is fo clofe and ilritSt, tlxat it muft be fuppofed 
to inherit, in the fulleft manner, every quality and 
every property of the body whence it proceeds. 

We are told by Pliny, that the Romans ufed to geld 
their horfes, efpecially thofe which they employed up- 
on common and domeftic occafions. They likewife 
ranged them into different claffes, and diftinguiihed 
them by denominations cxpreflivc of their various qua-^ 
lities and charadlers Itinerarii were the horfes upon 
which they travelled, Sarcinarii thofe which carried bur- 
dens, Tolutarii and Gradarii horfes whofe paces had been 
formed and improved by art, particularly amblers, Fc- 
nedi hunters, Celes, or the race-horfe, and Cantberih 
which was a general name for an horfe ufed upon many 



-Corpora pracifut mat ram Ugat. Georg. 3. 

different 



OF HORSEMANSHIP. 71 

difi^rent occafions, but always underftood to mean a 
gelding. 

The etymology of this word is fomewhat particular, 
and varioue, but unfatisfa^ory conjeAures have been 
formed concerning it. The bcft explanation feems 
to be that which derives it from the Greek word 
itav^fKioVy canthelion, which by no unufual change of 
one letter for another, may be made eantberhn ; which 
word, in the original fehfe, lignifies a pack-faddle ; 
and it being iifual to caflrate the Caniberii, or Patk- 
horfesy to make them gentle and quiet, it became a 
cuftom to call all caftrated horfes Cantberii, though 
appointed to other fctvices than to carry packs or 
burdens. 

In procefs of time, people who, for furidry reafons, 
rode on hoi'feback, began to prefer thefe Cantberii, or 
geldings, for their calmnefs of temper, to other horfes ; 
and the flow gallop, which we call a Canter^ being a 
foft and eafy pace in which moft people delight, it 
may not, perhaps, be deemed too bold a conje<5lure, 
to fuppofe that our word canter, expreflive of that 
pace, may owe its derivation to the Latin term; Cambc 
rius, the appellation of the horfe, which ufually per- 
formed it*. 

• Dr. Johnfon, in his didionary, calls this pace the Canterbury gal- 
lop, which he defines to be the I'ari gallop of an embling horfe, com- 
mooly called a eanter ; and probably derived from the monks riding to 
Canterbury on eafy ambling horfes. How juft the derivation of the word 
may be, I will not prefume to decide ; but the definition muft certainly 
puzzle all who are berfemen, and all who are ttfit. 

I "Bic 
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The Bills and Bridles of the Romans feem chiefly 
to have confifled of two forts, the rough and the 
fmootb. 

The rough fort was called lupus ^ or lupalum^ or the 
wolf-bitt. It was borrowed from the Greeks, who called 
itt by the fame nan)e ; it was made in imitation of the 
teeth of a wolf, the mouth-piece having little fharp 
points of iron upon it, ranged like teeth in the jaw of 
this animal. This bitt was harfh and fevere, calcu* 
lated for hard mouths, and ftubborn and impetuous 
tempers. The other, called the fmooth, had its 
mouth-piece, or cannon, quite even, was gentle in its 
cffefts, and ferved for little more than to guide the 
horfe. Neither of thefe bitts had a curb or chain un- 
der the chin of the horfe, fome, however, upon Tra- 
jan's pillar have branches, others are without any, 
and differ very litde from the SmjJIe now in ufe, 
which feems to be copied from them, excepting that 
they are -thicker and more clumfy, like the fnafiies 
ufed for colts, called Mouthing-bitts . 

Whips were in common ufe ; they fometimes had 
an iron point, or fpur, inferted in the handle-end. 
This fort of whip was C3\\cd fcorpioj from the refena- 
blance it bore to the fting which is in the tail of the 
fcorpion, and was very fevere *. 

Spurs were familiar, the mention of them occurs fo 
often in the Roman authors, that it would be pe- 
dantry to cite them. 

* Scorpiones^ gems acunJfmGrum flagellorum. 
^ Barth. Adv. p. 2272. 

a This 
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This renowned people employed for their ufe and 
pleafure the horfcs of every country, whofe merit and 
qualities entitled them to their notice. Whatever 
Greece admired and approved, was cherifhed and 
efteemed by them ; who added the horfes of foreign 
countries, to the breeds of their own, which in many 
parts produced excellent, and which experience and 
judgment taught them to value. 

The Etrurian^ or Tufcan breed is praifed by Oppian. 
Folaterannus fays they were good in war, and celebrates 
thofe of the iflands of Sardinia and Corjica^ which were 
aftive and bold, but apt to be unquiet and impatient. 
The Venetian territories produced a noble and much 
admired breed. Strabo fays, that Dionyfius, tyrant of 
Sicily, eflablifhed a ftud in them, whence he drew his 
fupplies for the public games, and that the fame of 
this ftud was very great, and fupported iifelf for a 
long lime ^. 

Jigraga^j a town of Sicily, otherwife C2l\\z^ Agrigenlum^ 
is highly extolled by Pindar^ and Silius ItaJicus^, for its 
horfes ; and Sicily was always famous upon this ac- 
count. 

Calpe is another place, whofe horfes were prized by 
the Romans. It is an hill in the fartheft part of Spain, 
by the ftreights of Gibraltar, over againft Jbyla on the 
Barbary fide. Under this hill was once an ancient city, 
called Tartejffiis^ near the prefent city of CadiZy which is 

• Lib. 5. 
Vol. L L much 
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%'*ch 'CCfttiiAdti^cd for lA race of horfes. Jfluria^ 
'Gal/icia, ahd Mdalujidj then called Bcelica^ were known 
to produce tlice fineft of their kind. The Afiurian and 
Qallicim horfes are defcribed by Pliny to have been of a 
taiiddling fize (like the prefent GennetsJ and remarkable 
for the opennefs of their paces, their pliancy of limb, 
and the trme aiid exadlnefs with which they dealt theii: 
feet, and regulated their motion, fo, as it were, to 
count their ftep5i. Plifty calls them Tbieldones^ which 
word is crplained to inean the fame as if he had called 
them tellers or mimberers of their fteps. Martial de- 
•fcribes this diftindl and bold aft ion with grtat pro* 
priety, when, fpeaking of a Spanifti horfe, he fays, 

Hie brevis ad nwnerum rapidos qui colUgit ungues^ 
Venit ab aurtjeris gentibus Jjiur. equus. 

This little horft, which moves his feet in time, 
Cbmes from Afturia's gold-producing clime. 

Claudian alfo celebrates this country for breeding 
numbers of fine and beautiful horfes : 

Dives equis, frugum facilis, pretiofa metallis. 

De Laudibus Seren. Reg. 

Horfes who had this high action, were alfo called 
Tolutariiy derived from the word tolloj to lift up j becaufe 
they lifted their feet confiderably above the ground, 

Strabo, 
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Strabo, Nemefianus, Juftin^ Vegetius^ and many 
other Writers of paft times, celebrate the merit of the 
Spaniih horfes ; and modern times have feconded them 
in all their commendations. V^gctius ranks them 
equally, or neift in value to the Cappadocian, and fays, 
that the African mixed with the Sp^nifh blood, pro- 
duces moft adlive and fleet horfes, and the fitted for 
the faddle. According to Strabo, they excel all others 
in fpeed and nimblenefs. Oppian fays, that they were 
fleeter than the Parthians ; and after comparing them 
in this refpeft to hawks and eagles, affirms that they 
might vie with the winds in fwiftnefs. Juftin, guarded 
with the fobriety and difcretion of an hiftorian, beflpws 
upon them equal, if not fuperior commendation ; and 
fays, that they and the Lufitanian or Portugal horfes, 
were endowed with fuch fwiftnefs, that they njight 
juftly be faid to be born of the winds ; in this manner 
naturally and properly explaining the fivflion of the 
poets and fabulifts, who reported, that the marei^ of 
this country were wont to conceive by the fouth 
wind, without the affiftanceof an horfe. In fhort, the 
characfler given of thefe horfes by various writers 
ftands juftificd by the unanimous confcnt of all anti-» 
quity, and diftinguifhes them for their beauty, fpeed, 
courage, and generofity, in fo eminent a degree, as 
to ftamp them for the beft and moft accomplifhed of 
their kind. Succeeding times have confirmed their 
charader, and they ftand now^ as of old, moft yalued, 
and moft admired. 

L 2 The 
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The horfes of Gaul were alfo ufed by the Romans, 
who held them in confiderable eftcem, as appears from 
many paflages of ancient authors. Horace makes 
mention of them, and Lucan particularly celebrates the 
Scquani, or Burgundians, for their fkill in riding, and 
the fupplenefs of their horfes. 

Optima gensjlexis in gyrum Sequana f ranis. 

The Sequani the wheeling horfe who guide. 

Rowe. 

The German horfes alfo were well known to them ; 
they are mentioned by Casfar * and Tacitus, but by the 
latter not much to their credit. 

Coefar fpeaks of the Suevly an ancient, great, and 
warlike people of Germany, as having had their horfes 
fo trained and difciplined, that when their riders dif- 
ihounted in battle to fight on foot, they would never 
flir from the fpot where they were left, but wait 
with the greateft conftancy and patience their mailer's 
return *. 

Contrary to the pra^Slice of latter times, and con*- 
irary to the rules of art (founded upon the truth of 
nature) thefc people were fond of making their horfes 
amble^ and taught them to go in this pace by the help 
of cords, tied to their legs, which controlled their 
fleps, fo as to make them move the two legs of the 
fame fide at once, and then follow with the other two^ 
which two motions conftitutcd the amble. 

^ Csef. Comment,, lib. 4. 
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^ This we learn from Pliny, who wrote a txxatife on 
the art of riding, which is now loft. There were 
likewife Equifones^ or profefled riding-mafters, among 
them who difciplined horfes, and. taught the art oi 
riding. Varro mentions the fame thing, and fays, that 
an horfe deftined to the faddle, is feht to a mafter, 
who is to teach him to deal his feet loftily, and form 
his paces — traditur magijiroy ut equifo doceat tolutim. 

It was ufual with thofe, wha valued themfelves 
upon their fkill in riding, and had won a prize in the 
races of the Circus, or elfewhere, to change horfes 
with their vanquiflied antagonifts, and ftart again, 
purely to fhew that the vidlory was not to be afcribed 
to the horfes only. Homer and Plutarch fpeak of this 
cuftom, as well as other writers. 

This people (as well as the Greeks) were very exadt 
in cleaning and drefling their horfes. 

For this purpofe, and to remove the fweat, they 
made ufe of a piece of wood, formed to the fhape of 
a Sword^ and known to us under the name of a Scraper y 
and^ inftead of a Curry-comb^ ihey put a covering upon 
their hands, of a rough grain, and compofed of the 
bark of the palm-tree, with this they rubbed the coats 
of their horfes, to give them a polifli, and make 
them fleek and Ihining. They were likewife very 
careful of the Foretopj Mane^ and 7*^/7, frequently wafli- 
ing and cleaning them, and occafionally applying oil, 
10 nourifli the hair and give it a glofs. After labour 
and fatigue, it was cuftomary to lead the horfes to 

ponds 
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ponds and rivers, where ihey were bathed and waflicd, 
particularly the legs ; and io high and juft an opinion 
prevailed of the benefit refulting from the frequent 
cleaning and drefling an horfe, that Columella aflerts., 
that it is more advantageous and wholefome for an 
horfe to be well rubbed down, than to have a large 
allowance of food, and that without proper drefling 
he cannot thrive and be healthy. 

In managing horfes, if nature had not fumiflied 
them with a proud and lofty aftion, they ufed to tie 
rollers of wood and weights to their paftern joints, to 
compel them to lift their feet. This they particu** 
larly required in the amble, to make their horfes go 
gracefully, fafely, and with eafc to the rider ; pre- 
ferring this pace to the trot, which, from the vio- 
lence, and hardnefs of the motion, was difagreeable. 

There are flill exifting fome famous ftatues of horfes 
in the aftion of the amble. The horfes of Caftor and 
Pollux, in the Capitol, at Rome, the four horfes of Bronze 
in the portico of St. Mark at Venice, and the horfe of 
Balbus, at Portici, are all in the fame attitude. Some 
horfes are alfo to be feen in the fame poiition of a 
more modern date, whofe ftatues were made when' the 
arts began to revive ; fuch are the two equef^f ian figures 
at Florence. 

All thefe are vouchers, which prove the fondnefs 
which the Romans (while they knew no better) had for 
the pace called by them the amlulaturay and with us the 
^mble. Notwithftanding, however, that this pace had 

fo 
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to much merit with thofe who loved their eafe, yet, if 
we may judge from the fame fort of witnefles, the an- 
cient equeftrian' ftatues, fome of them will convince 
us, by the attitude in which the horfes are placed, 
that the trot was not wholly difregarded. The ftatuc 
of Marcus Aurelius in bronze, a bas relief of the fame 
emperor, and the horfes of Titus upon the arch which 
l>ears his name, are all reprefented in the a<5lion of the 
trot. Thefe are the remarks of the late learned Abbe 
Winkelman : he fays, " that notwithftanding the 
" authorities above cited of ftatues of horfes in the 
** a<Slion of the amble, that it was a manner of going 
*^ which the ancients did permit, and oppofes to them 
" feveral horfes, reprefented in the trot." In doing 
this, however, he only confronts ftatue with ftatue, 
and the fcales hang even. Beiides, as a French author 
obferves, the ancient ftatues are not always to be truflcdj 
and tlie artifts were fo ignorant and inaccurate in the 
figures which they made of horfes, that they fre- 
quently deformed and mifreprefented nature, and 
violated all the rules of art* Nor is it impoflible that 
their contemporary horfemen were better fkilled ; and 
indeed it cannot be fuppofed that they were, when 
they permitted to fend forth fuch uncouth and grofs 
reprefentations of horfes, as antiquity in many inftances 
furniihes us <frith, in which all the fair proportions of 
nature, the elegancies of form, and what the French 
call belle nature are often facrificed to whim, conceit,, 
and ignorance. 

With/ 
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With refpevft, however, to the two paces, the amble 
and the trot, it is to be prefumed, that ihz ftatuaries 
might not know the difference, but copied what they 
faw, and did as they were direfted ; from the evi- 
dences of whofe works it clearly appears that both 
the paces were ufed ; but it is plain from pafTages in 
many authors, that the amble, or ambulaturay as it is 
called by Vegetius, was the admired pace ; and that 
.much fkill and labour were employed to render the 
horfes perfeA in it. After- ages continued the practice; 
and modern horfemanfhip, for fome centuries, blindly 
trod in the fame path: all the writings and treatifes of 
thofe times, containing rules and diredtions for teach- 
ing by various methods this faulty and imperfcd: 
pace. Light at laft broke in, and good fenfe, and 
knowledge, founded upon experience, have concurred 
to banifli it with contempt from the manege ; where 
the trot is now confidered and acknowledged as the 
only pace which can enable a four-footed animal to 
fupport and balance himfelf with firmnefs and eafe, 
as the laws of mechanifm require. 

Neverthelefs it is evident upon the whole, that, 
notwithftanding the truth and foundnefs of this 
dodlrine, the Romans were either ignorant of the merit 
of the trot, or difliked it fo much, as to diftinguifh it 
by appellations very expreflive of their fentiments con- 
cerning it. They called a trotting horfe, from the 
roughncfs of the pace, Succujfator^ or Shaker^ as we iro- 
nically name hard trotters, Bone- fetters. Tortores^ Tor-- 

turerSj 
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iurersy was another fynonimous term with which they 
were honoured ; whence fome etymologifts imagine 
the Italian words Tortori or Trottoni corruptedly come, 
and from them the French and Englifti term trot. But it 
feems to be more lawfully defcended from the Italian 
word Travatto, by contraction, Tratto^ which fignifies 
crofs-uifcf by which motion of the legs, the trot is per- 
formed. To thefe we may add the epithet Cruciator, or 
Tormenter, a title as expreflive as either of the formert 
for the Romans were very exadl and curious in the 
names which they afligned to the diflferent horfes in 
ufe among them. 

Gultonarii and Colatorii arc epithets metaphorically ap-^ 
plied to thofe horfes, which dealt their fteps in time 
and meafure, and had a certain fpring and lightnefs in 
their motions. 

The metaphor is taken from the method of fl rain- 
ing water through a bag, in order to make it fall di- 
ftindlly, and drop by drop : now, the aftion of hqrfes 
which move their feet in a cadence, and juft time, be- 
ing thought to refemble this paflage of water, or any 
other liquid, when drained through a bag or cloth, they 
were called DropperSj or Strainers. Thefe horfes were 
charadlerized by the Greek word aocxxi^iKoi. After 
all, thefe terms feem to convey no very clear, or pre- 
cife idea of the thing they would defcribe, and the 
metaphor itfelf feems to be too far fetched, and 
Jirained too finely. Vegetius fpeaks of thefe horfes ; 
and we cannot but conclude from thefe epithets, whe- 
ther properly applied, or not, that the Romans, at 

Vol. I. M leaft. 
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leaft, were horfemen fo fkilful and enlightened as to 
tafte the merit and beauty of this meafured and well 
timed motion in horfes. The Latin word, defcriptive 
of this aftion, in which the horfe lifts his feet alter- 
nately aloft, fufpends them for a momentary fpace in 
the air, and then ftrikes them forcibly, and in equal 
cadence, againft the ground, is called Tripudium ; its ge- 
nuine fignification, is to Jirike againjl the ground^ and 
means technically the fame thing as the French expreffion 
Piaffer^ Which literally rendered fignifics to Jirut^ or 
move in a fwaggering and haughty manner. 

The French term Trepigner, is likewife fuppofed to 
be derived from the old Latin word Tripudium, but is 
always ufcd by horfemen in a bad fenfe ; being ex- 
preflivc of the low, fhuffling, and indiftinft motion of 
the legs, in oppofition to the flow, marked, and lofty 
action, difplayed in the Piaffer. 

Independent of thefe refinements, the Romans were 
very found and competent judges of the qualities re- 
quifite to conftitute a good horfe. Virgil defcribes them 
with all the force of truth, and all the warmth of 
poetry. Varro, deemed the mod learned and accom- 
pliflied perfon of the moft refined age of Rome, has 
likewife given a detail of them, which is fo mafterly 
and exa6t, that the knowledge of the prefent times^ 
enlightened as they may be, can find nothing in it to- 
reprehend. They both affure us, *' that we may 
" prognofticate great things of a colt, if, when run- 

«^ ning in the paftures, he is ambitious to get before 
*< his companions ; if, in coming to a river, he flriyes 

" to> 
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** to be the firil to plunge into it } adding, that his 
** Head fhould be fmall ; his Utrdfs clean and compact ; 
" his Eyes bright and fparkling ; his Nojirih open and 
" large ; his Ears placed near each other j his Mane 
" ftrong and full ; his Cbeji broad ; his Shoulders flat and 
" floping backward ; his Barrel round, compadl, and 
*' rather fmall j his I/j/im broad and ftrong j his 'tail full 
*' and bufhy ; his Legs flrait and even j his Knees round, 
" and well knit ; his Hoofs hard and tough, and his 
« Feins large, and fwelling boldly through all his 
« body." 

The Geopontick writers alfo, the Ret Ruftic^e ScriptoreSy 
XenopboTiy Plinyy and many others, who have written 
exprefly upon the fubjeft, defcribe the parts and figure 
of the horfe with the greateft judgment and accuracy : 
to thefe we may add the harmonious writers of vcrfc, 
Oppiatiy Statius, Claudian, GratiaUy Nemejiany &c. who, ar- 
raying Truth in the beautiful robes of poetry, celebrate 
the horfe, and point out his charaAer and talents, 
with all the fidelity and exadtnefs, that can be exped- 
ed from the coldeft profe. 

Pliny tells us, that if an horfe in drinking plunged 
his nofe deep into the water, it was reckoned a figa of 
fpiritand courage; and this notion prevails atprefent 
in this country. 

Like the Armenians, the Romans always turned the 
mane on the right fide. Varro and Virgil dire<5l it fo 
to be placed. Propcrtius * likewife mentions it. 

• Propcrtius, lib. vr. cleg. 4. 

Ma lUe 
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did not obey and follow the mujicky but the mufick ac- 
companied and marked the time of tbeir motions : this 
is eafily done, and there are books extant in the Ita- 
lian language, with notes of this horfe-mufick. 

In breaking and reducing their horfes to obedience, 
they ufed to apply Torches and Firebrands ''^j to fuch as ob- 
ftinately refufed to go forward, and were what we call 
rejiive^ as well as to thofe which were abjedt and dull. 
This /fry tryaU with additions of various kinds, equally 
cruel and abfurd, defcended from the Roman horfe- 
men to fucceeding riding- mafters, and arc partly prac- 
tifed at this day. 

The Ludus Tro/anus, pr Trojan Game^ is well known, 
and faid to have been introduced by -^neas, when he 
left Troy, and came to fettle in Italy ; and hence we 
may have fome reafon to conclude it had long before 
been performed in Pbrygia^ and other parts of JJia : and 
as the Greeks alfo had their military equeftrian evo- 
lutions and games, they might, perhaps, be indebted 
for them to the Trojans, or other Afiatick nations. 

From Homer, indeed, we learn, that Chariot races were 
exhibited at the funeral obfequics of Patroclus, there 
being at that time no troops of Horfemen in the Grecian 
army ; but Athenasus fays, that the Spartam performed 
^quejlrian fports in the theatre, and adorned their horfes, 
to celebrate the death of Hyacinthus ; and, if we may 

^ Equos tarde confurgemes ad curfum Jlimulis facilufqtu f Mitts ctincita-^ 
muss SfiNEc. Lib. II. de Ira. 

judge 
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Judge from the ufages of antiquity, thefe military ex- 
ercifes and cavalcades were confidered as a neceflary 
part of the funeral rites of Chiefs and other illuftrious 
perfons ; and if a conjecfture may be allowedj it feems 
not too improbable to believe, that the origin of the 
cuftom prevailing at this day of leading ftate Horfes iii 
the funeral folemnities of eminent military perfons, 
arid others diftinguifhed by birth and rank, proceeds 
from the pradlice of the ancients, obferved from the 
moft diftant ages, Virgil, who defcribes the game of 
Troy, lays it was performed by the Trojans in honour 
of Anchifes, whofe death they celebrated with this 
and other fports *. In the reign alfo of Tbeodojiusj and 
his fon Jnadiusy that is, towards the end of the fourth 
century, it was ufual to mix led horfes in funeral 
proceffions. The fervants or grooms who led them 
were covered with long cloaks, and the horfes were 
hid under the trappings which they wore. Our fu-- 
neral ceremonies correfpond with this pradlice. 

Thefe Equejlrei Decurjiones^ or feats of military equef- 
trian Ikill and activity, were ufed alfo upon other oc- 

eafions They were prac^ifed in camps, to teach and 

confirm the foldiers in the ufe of arms, and the dif- 
cipline of war : they were exhibited to the people by 
feveral of the emperors as fpedlacles of parade and 

* Vid. Herodian. de Confecrat. Severi Imperat. Appian. dc Scyl- 
lae morte. Paufanias Arcadicis,— Stat. Theb. lib. vi. v. 213. Ibid, 
lib. V. 221.. Virg. lib. v. 545^ lb. ii. v. 188. 

4. enter- 
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entertainment j being performed by bands or troops 
of young men of the nobleft families, who rode their 
horfes in Evolutions and^ Turnings in fliew of Battle^ of 
which they were a pidlure and reprefentation. Virgil 
defcribes them with great correvflnefs, and adorns them 
with all the graces of poetry ; nor is it unreafonable 
to conclude from the exadtnefs with which he relates 
them, that they were familiar to the Romans in his 
time, and that he did not copy them more faithfully 
in his defcription, than he faw them performed and 
reprefented. — That the reader may have a clearer idea, 
and the moft pleafing account of this fo famous Game^ 
I prefume to bring the poet to fpcak for himfelf ; and 
with refpedt to thofe who may not underfland.his lan- 
guage, I have procured an interpreter, who is fo ca- 
pable of doing him juftice, that the Englilh reader 
will have but little (if any) room to lament his ig- 
norance of the original language. Neither will he be 
difpleafcd (I flatter myfelf) with the length of the ac» 
count, but will rather think it enhances its merit. 

At pater /Eneas nondum certamine mijfo 
Cujlodem adfefe comitemque impubis lull 
Bpytiden vocat^ et Jidam Jic fatur ad aurem. 
Vade age, et Af canto ^ fi jam puerile paratum 
Agmen habet fecum^ curjufque injlruxit equorum 
Ducat avo turmas, et fefe ojlendat in armis. 
Die ait. Ipfe omnem longo decedere circo 
Infufum populum, et campos jubet ejfe patent es. 
Incedunt pueri, par iter que ante era parent um ' 

Fra- 
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Franatis lucent in equis ; quos omnis euntes 
Trinacria mirata fremiti ^rojaque juventus. 
Omnibus in morem ton/a coma pttjja corona : 
Cornea binaferunt prafixa bajiilia ferro : ^ 

Pars leves humero fbaretras : in pe€iore fummo 
Flexilis obtorti per collum cir cuius auri. 
Tres equitum numero turma^ ternique vagantur 
DuSlores : pueri bisfeni quemque fecuti^ 
Agmine par tito fulgent^ paribufque magijiris. 
Una aciesjuvenum, ducit quam parvus ovantem 
Islomen avi referens, Priamus, tua clara^ Polite^ 
Progenies^ auClura Italos : quem Tbracius albis 
Port at equus bicolor maculis, vejligia primi 
Alba pedis; frontemque ojlentans arduus albam. 
Alter Atys^ genus unde Atti duxere Latim\ 
Parvus Atys^ pueroque puer dileSlus lulo. 
Extremust formaque ante omhes pulcher lulus ^ 

Sidonio ejl inventus equo ; quem Candida Dido 
EJfefui dederat monumentum et pignus amoris. 
Catera Urinacriis pubes fenioris Acejla 
Fertur equis. 

Excipiunt plaufu pavidos, gaudentque tuentes 
Dardanidce^ veterumque agnofcunt or a parentum. 
Pojlquam omnem lati concejfum ocUloJque fuorum 
Lujlravere in equis ^ Jignum clamor e paratis 
Epytides longe dedit^ infonuitque fiagello. 
Olli difcurrere pares ^ at que agmina terni 
Didu6lis folvere Cboris : rurjufque vocati 
Convertere vias, infejiaque tela tulere. 
Inde alios ineunt cur/us^ alio/que recurfus 
Adverfis Jpatiis : alternofque orbibus orbes 
Vol. I. N . Jm^ 
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Impediunt^ pugnaque cient fimulacra fub armis. 
Et nunc terga fugd nudant^ nuncjpkula vertunt 
Infenfi ; faSia pariter nunc pace feruntur. 
XJt quondam Cretafertur labyrinthus in alta 
Parietibus textum cacis iter ancipitemque 
Mille viis babuijfe dalum^ qua Jigna Jequendi 
Falleret indeprenfus et irremeabUis error ^ 
Haud aliter T'eucHim nati vejiigia curfu 
Impediunt, texuntquefugasy et pralia ludo. 
Delpbinumjimiles^ qui per maria humida nando 
Curpatbium Lybicumquefecant^ luduntque per undas^ 
Hunc morem^ curJiiSf atque bac certamina primus^ 
uifcanius, longam muris cum cingeret Albam^ 
Rettulit^ et prifcoi docuit celebrare Latinos. 
Sluo puer ipfe modo^ fecum quo Xroia^pubes :. 
Albani docuerefuQh ^^^ maxima porro 
jAccepit Roma^ et patrium fervavit bonorem- 
^rojaque nunc pueri Trojanum dicitur agmeuk 

Tranflated by Pitt^. 

The prince now call'd, before the games wexe done 
The houry guardian of his royal fon ; 
And gently whifper'd in his faithful ear. 
To bid Afcanius in his arms appear. 
Ard with his youthful band and courfer come 
To pay due honours to his grandfire's tomb. 
Next he commands the huge affembled train, 
To quit the ground, and leave an open plain. 
Strait on their bridled deeds, with grace divine,, 
The blooming youths before their fathers fhinq. 

4 The- 
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The eager Trojans and Sicilians throng, 
And gaze with wonder as they move along. 
Around their brows a vivid wreath they wore, 
And glitt'ring lances tipt with ffeel they bore. 
Thefe a light quiver flor'd with fhafts fuftain, 
And from their hecks depends a golden chain. 
On bounding fteeds advance three graceful bands 
And each a little blooming chief commands. 
Beneath each chief twelve youthful ftriplings came 
In fhining arms,- in looks and age the fame. 
Grac'd with his grandfire's name, Polites • fon, 
Young Priam, led the firft gay fquadron on. 
A youth, whofe progeny muft Latium grace ; 
He prefs'd a dappled fteed of Thracian race; 
Before, white fpots on either foot appcaf. 
And on his forehead blaz-d a filver flar ; 
Atys the next aidvanc'd, with looks divine, 
Atys, thefoui-ceof the gr«ttAttiati line ; 
lulus* friendfliip grac'd the' lovely boy ; 
And laft lulus came, the pride of Troy, 
In charms fuperior to the blooniing train, 
And fpurr'd htS Tyriari courfer on the plain ;• 
Which Dido gave the princely youth, to prove 
A lading pledge, memorial of her love. 
Th' inferior boys on beauteous courfers ride. 
From' great Alceftes' royal flails fupply'd. 
Now flufli'd with hope, now pa;le with anxious fear, 
Before the {homing crowds the yoiitiis appear j 

N 2 The 
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The fhouiing crowds admire their charms, and trace^ 

The parents lines in every lovely face. 

Now round in rings, before their fathers, ride 

The boys, in all their military pride. 

Till Periphontes founding lafh from far, 

Gave the loud fignal of the mimiqk war. 

Strait in three bands diftindl they break away> 

Divide in order, and their ranks difplay. 

Swift at the fummons they return and throwi^ 

At once their hoftile lances at the foe. 

Then take a new excurfion on the plain. 

And now retreat, and now advance again^ 

With well-diilembled rage their rivals dare,. 

And pleafe the crowd with images of war. 

Alternate now they turn their backs in flighty 

Now dirt their lances, and renew the fight. . 

Then in a moment from the combat ceafe, 

Rejoin their fcatter'd bands, and move in peace^. 

So winds delufive in a thbufand waya 

Perplext and intricate, the Cretan maze ; 

Round within round, the blind Maeanders run: 

Untrac'd and dark» and end where they begun^ 

The Ikilful youths in fport alternate ply 

The fhifting courfc, by tujfns they fight and fly.. 

As dolphins gambol in tbe wat'ry way^ 

And bounding o'er the tides io wanton circles play.. 

Thefe fports Afcanius when in mighty length 

He rais'd proud Alba, glorying in her ftrengilv 

Tauglit: 
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Taught the firft fathers of the Latian name, 
As now he folcmniz'd the noble game ; 
From their fuceeffive Alban offspring come 
Thefe ancient plays to grace imperial Rome. 
Who owns her Trojan band, and game of Troy^ 
Derived through ages from the princely boy. 

Befides this, and other equeftrian exercifes, the 
young Romans, from gallantry and politenefs, were 
accuftomed to ride before the ladies, merely to difplay 
their ikill and addrefs, and recommend themfelves to 
the favour of their fair fpciflators. The paflage in 
the infcription mentioned before, which relates the 
death of a perfon, who was dragged by his foot^ 
entangled in the ftirrup, when he had been riding 
before a young lady for her entertainment, alludes to 
this cuftom, as we learn from Francifcus Modius, in 
his Treatife de Speiftaculis. 

Among the various colours by which horfes are 
diftinguiflied,. white was anciently the mofl: admired, 
and confidered as a mark of pre-eminence and fove- 
reignry. 

Herodotus reports, that the CiUcians paid an annual 
tribute of three hundred and fixty vubite horfes to Da- 
rius, the King of PerCa; and in Xerxes' march againft 
Greece, the chariot of Jupiter was drawn by eight 
white Nyfaean horfes, the colour being appropriated 
religioufly to the deity. We read likewife in the book. 
<^f Kings, that the kings of Judah were ufed to dedi 
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cate horfes to the Sun, Tacitus fays, tli^ ancient Ger- 
mans had certain horfes which were confecraced to their 
gods ; thefc horfes were * white, and -exempt from 
all labour, but that of drawing the facred chariots 
upon folemn occafions, 

Livy relates, that Dianyfius of Sicily was drawn by 
four white horfes^ as well as Hiero, one of his fuc- 
ceflbrs : and this hiftorian cxprcfly reckons horfes^ of 
this colour among the indigjiia of royalty, as much as 
the purple robe, armed guards, and the diadem f. 
Diodorus X Siculus gives an account of three hundred 
white horfes, as part of a cavalcade which attended a 
conqueror at Agrigentum. Romulus § in his triumph 
had four white horfes hawiefled to his car, and the 
Roman conquerors were generally drawn by fuch in 
the folemnities of a public triumph. Nero made his 
entry into Naples drawn by four horfes of this beau- 
tiful colour. In latter times feveral Chriftian princes 
adopted, or rather continued the cuftom, which lailed 
for many centuries, and was obferved with the ut- 

^ It is to be remarked, that this colour was held fo facred, and 
the fondnefs of it was fuch, that it was required in more animals than 
horfes, and even in robes and garments. It appears from Ammianus 
Marcellinus, lib, xxv. chap. 4, that in their triumphs and facrifices the 
Romans chofe white oxen -, and fome writers (particularly Menage) 
obfervc, that if they could not procure oxen which were per/eif/y white, 
they coloured them with chalk, whence they were called Boves craaiL 

•f- Livy, Dec. 3. Lib. xxiv. chap. 5. 

2t Lib. xiii. p. 204, Edit. Rhodom. 

§ Propertius, cleg. i. lib. 4. 

mod 
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moft jealoufy and ftridlnefs, this colour being always 
Gonfidered as the imperial badge, and confccrated to 
fbvereignty. The popes aflumed ir, and gave in- 
dulgencies to bifliops * and princes to ufe it. 

The king of Naples at this day pays an annual Fuf 
of a fVbite Horfe to the fee of Rome, as an acknowledg- 
ment for the kingdom which he holds of the pope. 
When John of France was taken prifoner at the battle 
of PoiAiers, and conduced into England by Edward 
the Black Prince, he landed at Southwark, and was 
met by dt prodigious concourfe of people. Edward, 
from* the moment in which the king became his pri- 
foner, had treated him with fuch refpedl and defe- 
rence, as to convince him, that, though a captive, he 
was ftill a. king: accordingly, when he was to make 
a public entry into London, Edward took care that he 
fliould appear as fuch. The prifoner was clad in royal 
robes, and mounted on a white fteed, diftinguilhed for 
its beauty and fize, while the conqueror rode by his 
fide, in a meaner attire, and carried by a ^/jf)& palfrey. 
To this w^ may add another inftance equally flrong. 
When the emperor Charles IV. paid a vifit to his coufin, 
Gbarks V. king of France; in the year 1377, the latter 
was fo jealous of his dignity and fuperiority in his own^ 
kingdom J that to ftifle the fmalleft appearance of 

♦ Hinc magni muneris loco^ Ticinenfi Ep. Joh. & Honorius III. — 
Vt album equum cooper turn equiUret^ in ramis palmarum^ ^fecundd feria 
ppftfafcba. Vid. Dufrefnc in GlofT. — Ex build- uiriufquefontifijds. Vid. 
|(>h. Rofia. Antiq.^ Ronu lib. x^ cap. 29^ 

equality,. 
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equality, he obliged the emperor and his fon to make 
their entry upon two black horfes, while he, as the only 
fovereign, rode between them upon one of the oppofite 
colour. Many other proofs, both before and fince this 
period, are not wanting. Charles VII called the Victorious, 
made his public entry into Paris, mounted on a IVbitt 
horfe, without caparifons (tout nudj. Margaret, daugh- 
ter of James of Scotland, when (he came to be married 
to the Dauphin, fon of Charles, rode into Tours as 
Dauphine, upon a IFbite horfe, her attendants all being 
mounted upon horfes of different colours. St. Louis 
alfo is reprefented in the antiquities ♦ of the French 
monarchy, mounted upon a wbUe horfe ; and the 
king of Yemene in Arabia, weekly makes a folemn 
proceflion, always riding upon that occafion upon a 
wnite hoxfQ f. 

In confequence of the veneration in which thefe fa- 
cred ubite horfes were held, the Saxon, or, to fpeak 
more properly, the German princes and chiefs, adopt- 
ed the wbite horfe, and bore it in their Standards. It 
was the enfign of Hengift and Horfa, and among other 
ancient families, the illuflrious prince who wears the 
crown of the Britifh dominions, bears it in his arms, 
as duke of Brunfwick : and whoever confiders the 
Saxon white horfe, as a judicious antiquary J remarks,. 
as it is placed in the Brunfwick Ihield, wild, running 



^ Montfaucon, p. 217, 220, vol iii. 
-^ Voyages Franfois. 

t Vide Obfcrvations on the Vale of White Horfe in Berks, by 
F. Wife, 1742. 
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ait fall fpeed, and without faddle or bridle, will be in- 
clined^to think it was meant to reprefent the facrcd white 
horfes defcribed by Tacitus. 

Neverlhelefs, if we may believe Virgil and others, 
Vrho pretended to prognofticate the innate properties of 
horfes by the colour of their ikins, and other marks, 
the white fliould always be reje(5led, as having few 
qualities which can render them pleafing or fcrvice^ 
iible. Some commentators^ however, aflcrt, that by 
the words color determinus albisy Viirgil did not mean 777//^ 
white horfes, but thofe of a faint pale colour, fomewhat 
bordering upon the crearn colour , or whitifli dun : for 
otherwife, as Servius obferves upon this paflage, the 
poet would contradift himfelf, inafmuch as that in 
other parts of his poem he commends this colour,^ and 
fays, that Turnus's horfes " furpafled the winds in 
•* fwiftnefs, and excelled fnow in the whitenefs of their 
•* coats," which are exadlly the praifes beftowed upon 
the horfes of Rhefus, king of Thrace, by Homen 
Claudian alfo, Plautus, Horace, Statins, and Palladius, 
join in celebrating it ; the laft approves, and recom- 
mends it in a Stallim ; and it muft be prefumed that 
they all fpoke according to the fancy and opinion of 
the times in which they wrote; and whatever might 
be the prevailing tafte, as to colour, it is certain from 
experience, that there are good and bad of all. Never- 
thelefs, independent of the whims of fancy, and the 
abfurd refinements of philofophy, the white colour was, 
from the earlieft times, fet apart as the moft beautiful 

Vol. !• O and 
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and pure, ^,nd confccr at ed to power and royalty. Mankind^ 
in fo doing, having ufurped it from the gods, and 
made the myfteries of religious worfliip fubfervien^t 
to human pride and arrogance. In the fyftem of the 
pagan religion, it is well known, that in various na- 
tions, a diverfity of animals, as fymbols, were confe- 
crated to different deities^ under a notion, that they 
either delighted in them, or that they were myftically 
figurative of their attributes and chara6lers. Thus it 
is faid, that the chariot of Venus was drawn by Doves i. 
that Minerva had her Ow/, and Apollo his Lyre. Thus w« 
find too that Jupiter, in the mythology of the Perfians, 
as fupreme of gods, had his chariot drawn by eight wbite 
horfcs. By Jupiter was underftood, accordinig to the 
ancient Perfian religion, the expanfion of the heavens^ 
or the air, and horfes of a white colour were probably 
faid to have drawn his chariot, as being of an hue mod 
proper toexprefs and reprefent the purity and brightneft 
of that element. Thus the horfes of the Sun^ to whom a 
Chariot was given, are faid to have been of a refplendent 
rofy colour ; thofe of Pluto to have been black, and 
the chariot of the moon to be drawn by a black and a 
white horfe, all being fymbolical of their refpedlive at- 
tributes. 

In procefs of time, ambition and pride, but too in^ 
herent in the bread of man, cherifhed and inflamed by 
the attainment of almofl every human wifh, and above 
all, by the adulation which dependent fervility always 
pays to power and fuperiority, began to dilate the 

xninds^ 
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minds of conquerors and potentates, and to delude 
themfo far as 10 make them forget themfelves, aflfedl 
to be gods, and have temples, altars, and divine ho- 
nours decreed to them. Thus Julius Caefar was re- 
proached, with having his image carried in the fame 
chariot with the infignia of the gods, according to 
Suetonius ; and it is to be fufpecSled that white horfes 
were preferred by potentates and other exalted pcr- 
fons upon the fame account. Livy tells us, that Ca- 
millus, after he had fubdued the r«7, a people of 
Italy, entered their city in a triumphal chariot, drawn 
by wbitehorfcSf highly to the offence and aftonifliment 
of the. inhabitants, who confidered. him as affuming 
greater honours than belonged to an human being, 
and affecting to appear like the* fupreme and omnipo- 
tent Jupiter, fo true is the remark of Juvenal, 



- A7&7 eji quod credere de fe 



Non pojitf cum laudatur Diis aqua potejias. 

Nothing fo grofs that will not be deceiv'd, 
Nothing fo f alfe that will not be believ'd ; 
When powr by fervile flattery is prais'd, 
And equal to the gods a mortal rais'd. 

When Conftantine the Great founded the city of 
Gonftantinople, and made it the feat of empire, he 
built the famous Hippodrome^ or place in which horfes 
were to run, whofe ruins are flill in part extant and 
remaining. Here the races which Rome faw in her 

O 2 Circus^ 
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Grcusy were performed with equal pomp j and the 
emperors of the Eaft teftified as great a fondnefs for 
horfes, and made them as much the objedls of their 
attention, as their predeceflbrs of the Weft had done 
in their time. They had ftuds compofed of horfes, 
colledled from various parts, which were maintained 
with the greateft eare and exadtnefs ; and the empc-* 
rors from time to time publifhed many edidts, to fit 
the price, and regulate the treatment of horfes ia 
their dominions. Their humanity was fuch, that 
a law was made, forbidding a perfon to ftrike an horfe 
with a ftick or club, and enjoining them to ufe a wand 
or rod only. Their gratitude was fuch (if I may ufe 
the word) towards fuch as had deferved well^ and en-^ 
tertained the public in the Circus, that when they 
grew old, or weak and decayed, they fupported 
them from the public treafury. Thefe horfes were 
called Emeritiy or Difcbarged j and this cuftom was ob- 
ferved in Rome, as well as in the rival empire of the 
Eaft. 

Their ftuds, as already mentioned, were compofed 
of horfes brought from countries, which were known, 
to produce the nobleft and beft. Thofc which came 
from diflferent parts of Greece were much valued, as. 
well as the Phrygian and Spanifli, but the Cappado- 
cians were moft admired, and bore away the palm 
from all their competitors. 

Among thefe, the horfes called Palmatian and -K?r- 
m-igenian were accauated the nobleft and firft in merits 

They- 
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Tliey were fo prized, that they were devoted to the 
fole ufe and pleafure of the emperors, it not being 
permitted to fell them, unlefs by exprefs licence and 
allowance. With the Palmatian and Hermogenian 
horfes, it was ufual to couple Phrygian mares ; and the 
produce of this mixture, efpecially if derived from the 
horfes of Argaus^ a mountain in Cappadocia, was 
thought the fitted and beft for the labours of the 
Circus, to which they were always pre-eminently de- 
voted,, both at Conftantinople and at Rome. Many 
conjeftures have been offered concerning the etymo- 
logy of the names, Palmatian and Hermogenian, fo 
famous throughout the eaflern empire. Moft of them 
are futile and ill-grounded. The moft reafonable ac- 
count feems to be this. 

The Palmatian horfes owe their name to a perfon 
called Palmatus, or Palmatius, who was rich in a 
breed of moft valuable horfes, whofe poffeffions being 
feized and confifcated, his horfes were appropriated to 
the emperor, and formed the moft valuable part of 
the Grex Dominicus^ or imperial ftables. 

Palmatius is faid to have refided at JndibiRs, a 
town of Cappadocia, not far from Mount Taurus ; and 
living in a country productive of fine horfes, by his 
knowledge and care, he raifed fo generous a breeds 
that they have at once perpetuated his fame and their 
own. 

The Hermogenian horfes were reckoned next, if not 
equal in repute, tp the Palmatian race. They wer? 

fo 
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fo denominated from Herm^.gencs Ponticus, who was 
a general of horfc under tlie emperor Conllantius, 
and is fuppofed to have been the founder of this 
diftinguifhed kind of horfes, whofe praifcs have dc** 
fcendcd to ihefe times. 

Ecfides the Ludus Trojjnus^ already defcribed, the Ro- 
mans praclifcd other exercifes, for the purpofcs of 
teaching men and horfes the different talks required 
of them in war. They had a military' exercife, de- 
fcribed by Vegetius, called the Pa/us, by which the 
young men prepared, and qualified themfelves for real 
combat. 

The Palus was a Pillar about fix feet high, fafiened 
into the ground ; againft this the foldiers made an 
attack, affaulting it in feveral different manners and 
attitudes, always taking care fo to manage their wea- 
pons, that, fuppofing it was a real enemy, they might 
not expofe any part of their body to be hurt, while 
they were (Iriking their adverfary. Inftead of a fword, 
they ufcd a rod, or flick. They likewife run at the 
Pj/z/j with lances, and threw javelins or darts at it, 
endeavouring to hit particular parts; and their fuccefs 
was a proof of their dexterity. 

There was alfo another military fport called the 
Slnintana^ from one ^dntus, who is faid to have been 
the inventor of it. In its original ftate, it feems to 
have' been little different from the Palus. 

The Slnintana was ufually the trunk of a tree, a poft, 

or pillar, fixed in the ground, againft which the young 

4 foldiers 
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fbldiers pufhed their lances ; and by this means ac- 
quired ftrength in their limbs, and a facility of. uling 
their weapons. This Game ftill exifts, and preferves its 
name, being called ^nntaine^ and is pradlifed, with 
improvements and additions, in different academies^ 
where fuch exercifes are taught, but which now are 
unavailing in war, and can only conduce to form the 
body to ftrength and activity ; the introduftion of fire- 
arms in other refpcfts having rendered them ufelefs. 
From thefe two fports are derived the famous exercifes 
of running at Heads with lances, of picking them from 
,rhe ground with points of fwords, while the horfe is 
in full fpefed, of throwing darts at them, of taking 
off a ring fufpended in the air with the point of a 
lance, all performed on horfeback, according to cer- 
tain rules and principles, cftablifhed in modern aca- 
demies, which all tend to make the fliccefs of the 
adventurers more meritorious, as more difficult. 

Thefe, and other branches of the equeftrian art, 
fuch as combats of one horfeman againfl: another, or 
of feveral againfl: an equal number, the riding a cer- 
tain number of horfes in different divifions, figures, 
and evolutions, and thereby compofing a Dancey called 
by the Italians La Fola, and by the French La Foule, as 
well as the art of faulting, are all directly defcended' 
from the fports and exercifes of the Ancients^ and have 
been exhibited for many centuries with much fplen- 
dour and folemnity, under the names of Jftjis, Ca^ 
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roufels^ Tilts, and Tournaments, in mofl nations of the 
modern world. 

The origin of Tournaments is no where exadly afcer-^ 
tained, fevcral nations pretending to have been the firll 
introducers of them. The word itfelf is fuppofed by 
fome writers to be derived from the French verb 
tournery to turn, becaufe the performers rode in rings 
and circles, and were obliged to make many Turnings 
with their horfes, as the laws of the game required. 
Others pretend, that it comes fgrom the modern Latin 
word Torneamentum, which is derived from Troj amentum, 
which is formed from Troja, the Game of Troy. One 
would be apt, however, to think ex vi termini, that aU 
though the fport itfelf unqueftionably owes its rife to 
the Trojan game, yet, that its name is of French ex- 
tradlion, aad not only given with great propriety, but 
feems to be a tacit argument of its fuperior antiquity 
among that people, whofe hiftorians aflert, that it was 
firft known in France. Nithard reports, that at the 
interview of Charles the Bald, king of France, who 
fucceeded to the throne, in the year 840, and his bro- 
ther Lewis of Germany, at Strafburgh, the gentlemen 
of the retinue of either prince fought on horfeback, to 
difplay their courage and fkill. Ducange fays, that 
thefe fports were fo peculiar to the French, that they 
were called Q^nJUSlus GaUicij or French Combats. The Ger- 
mans alfo began topradife them about the year 1036, 
and the Greeks acknowledge that they learned them 
of the Franks, as their authors alledge. John Cantacu^ 
6 zenus 
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v^nus fays, that thefe military and gallant diverfions 
vrere firft feen in the eaftern empire in the year i 3;t6, 
at the marriage of Jnn of Savoy with the young em- 
peror Andronicus Paleologus ; but Nicetas and Cinnamtis report 
that the emperor Emanuel Commenus inftituted them, in 
imitation of the French, about the year 1145. 

The Englijb had thefe folemnities among them, in 
the reign of King Stephen^ about the year i 140, but 
they were not much in ufe till Ricbarcfs * time, to- 
wards the year 1 149: it may not be improper to ob- 
ferve, that in the reign of this prince Side-faddles were 
firft known in England, as it will appear from the fol- 
lowing anecdote; and although it is mixed with other 
particulars, which do not immediately relate to the 
fubje(5t, I venture to give the paragraph entire, as it 
is to be found in J. Roffi AnUquarii Warwicen. Hift. Rertim 
4ng. p. 205, in Latin. In Englifliit may be rendered 
thus. " In his days alfo began the deteftable cuftom 
" of wearing long pointed flioes, fattened with chains 
" of filver and fometimes of gold, up to the knees. 
** Likcwife noble ladies then ufed high heads and cor- 
" nets, and robes with long trains, and Scats or Side^ 
" /addles on their horfes, by the example of the re- 
" fpedtable queen Ann^ daughter of the king of Bohe- 
^* mia, who firft introduced this cuftom into this 
^* kingdom : for before women of every rank rode as 
" men do, with their legs aftride the backs of their 

• The. Hcarn, pracf. ad Gulicl. Ncuwig. HifL p. 49. 
Vol. 1. P " horfes." 
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^ horfes." Thus far our Warwick hiftorian ; and it 
is certain, that this was not the ufual way of riding 
till about this time ; for Ntcetasj one of the Byzantine 
hiftorians, who wrote an hiftory of 1 1 1 8» to the year 
1205, fays, that at this period, women did not rid^ 
as they ufed to do, fitting on a Sde-faddlfj but mounted 
their horfes with their legs indecently a/hide. Thus 
Side-faddles appear to have been ufed many cenniries 
ago, and before the female fez took up the fafhion of 
riding like men, for which they are reprehended by 
the Greek hiftorian : and hard indeed is the equejhian 
fituation of the fex ! for if they are to be accufed of 
indelicacy for riding after the mamur of mm, they cer- 
tainly hazard their fafcty too much in riding after the 
manner of wwntn. 

The military fports which (not to be particular and 
minute) may be comprehended under the name of 
Tournaments^ were, for many centuries, the prevailing 
entertainment of Chriftendom, and known to a certain 
degree in Alia and Africa : but the European nations 
cultivated them with an earneftnefs worthy of a better 
caufe, and ambitioufly vied with one another in the 
fplendour and expence with which they conftantly ex- 
hibited them. The Germans^ upon all occaiions of joy, 
were fond of reprefcnting them j the Freiub were re- 
markably addicted to them ; the Spaniards devotion to 
them, efpecially in their Bvll-feajis^ which is a fpecies 
of them, is univerfally known ; the Portuguefe enter- 
tained (he fame a£fe<^ion for them } the Italims and 

a Poki. 
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l?oks were wdll acquainted with them, and the ihthie 
nations were diftinguifhed for performing them in the 
midft of winter upon the Jce^ as well as for their love 
of arms and riding ; and in the rudeil times, the 
liorfe, his furniture, and ornaments became the eiTen- 
tial objeft of their care. England kept pace with the reft, 
of Europe, and faw many of her kings fond of dif- 
playing thefe magnificent diverfions ; and the fpot of 
ground near St. James's Park, called the Tihlardf is a 
voucher of the repute in which they were held. Smitb^ 
fold was likewife famous for the frequent and fplendid 
Tournaments held in it: adjoining to it, is a ftreet 
called Knigbt'Rider and Giltfpur-^reet i fo named, it is 
prefumed, from the Knigbts riding through it to tbe 
tournament in Smithfield, and from the magnificent 
gilt Spurs, worn in thofe times, being fold there. Cheap- 
Jidc was another place in which thefe folemnities were 
fometimes held, as well as Barbican and Bridevoell. 

Mars and Venus prefided over them ; they were the 
image of fVar, without its guilt, and frequently the 
femblance of Paj^on, under the mafk of Gallantry, the 
combatants afluming the title of Servans dAmmr *. The 

* No knight could exift without having a declared miftrefs, 
V Amour it Dieu, el des dames, religion and gallantry being the two great 
articles in the creed of Knfgbt'errantrj. An elegant and judicious 
French writer marks this devotion to their miftrefies in a very peculiar 
and pointed terms. 11 etoit, fays he, de Vejfence de Pancienne cbevalerie 
S avoir fa Bame, a qui, comme un etre fupreme, on raportoit tous fes fenti- 
mens^ toutes fes ptnfees, toutts fes a£li6ns. Eflais Hift. fur Paris par 
Saintfoix. 
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profeffion of chivalry, which flouriihed fo much in 
paft ages, Ihed a luftre, and conferred importance and 
dignity upon them. At laft, however, they were 
found to be produAive of bad efFeds, and the occafions 
of feveral fatal misfortunes ; as in the infiance of 
the death of Henry II. king of France, and of the 
Ti/r exhibited at Cbalons^ which, from the numbers 
killed on both fides,, was called the little War of Cha- 
lons. Thefe, and other inconveniencies and difafters^ 
which were confequences of thefe dangerous paftimes^ 
gave the Popes occafion to forbid them; and the 
princes of Europe by degrees difcontinued them, re- 
fleding, as well they might, that thefe feats of flciH 
and courage, were degenerated into mere fhews of pa^ 
rade and oftentation ; that the combatants performed 
too littk, if they were in earneft, as well as too much, 
if fport and amufement only were intended ; as well 
as that from the fplrit of Cbhalry, which had fpread its 
delufions overall Chriftendom, thefe contefts were carried 
to a blamcable and ridiculous excefe ; holding their 
exiftence foiely in the rough manners of brave, but 
unenlightened ages, and the abfurd laws and notions 
of knight- errantry, which foon proved too weak to 
ftand againft the force of good fenfe, efpecially when 
armed with ihofe irrefiftible weapons, fatire and ridi- 
cule. Every body knows with what force and efficacy 
Cervantes wielded them in his famous hiflory of Don 
^ixote, which is thought to have given thefe romantic 
inftitutions the wound of which they died j nor did 

the 
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the difcovery of gunpowder, and the revival of letters, 
fail to contribute their fhare towards their deflru6lion# 
Since their abolition, mankind have not obferved 
lefs decorum and honour towards the fair fcx, nor 
been lefs fenfible of the power of their charms, know- 
ing, that although the exterior form of worfhip may 
be lefs fplendid and pompous, their devotion may be 
full as zealous and fincere j while the ladies, gene- 
roufly on their part have condefcended to liften to the 
vows of their adorers, without requiring fuch rigorous 
proofs of their fidelity and paflion ; feeming to be 
convinced, that, unlefs in particular cafes, men may 
be in love yNithoxxt fghting, and fight without being in 
love. 



Enp of the First Part. 
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THROUGH the whole animal world each 
fpecies of the fame kind differ from one another, 
according to the Climates in which they are born j and 
it is this influence of climate which occaiions the al- 
moft infinite variety of creatures, forms their cha- 
racters, and feparates and diftinguifhes their qualities r 
in which, like children of the fame parent, they in ge- 
neral refemble one another, but yet, at the fame time,, 
have always fome features and properties peculiar to 
themfelves, which conftitute the difference between 
each fpecies. Mankind, with refpeft to Horfesy feem 
to have ftretched nature beyond the bounds fhe ufualJy 
prefcribes to herfelf, and by coupling thofe of different 
countries, have created feveral new fpecies ; fo that in 
the mixture and confufion, all original national cha- 
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rafter and diftinftion are, in a great meafure funk and 
loft ; feveral countries, like engrafted trees, producing 
, horfes, which they can hardly call their own. 

Having attempted, in the foregoing part of this 
work, to give fome account of the regions moft 
efteemed by the Ancients for their breeds of horfes, as 
well as of the animals themfelves, it remains that as 
in the courfc of our fubje<5l we are iarrived at modem 
times, we fliould alfo take a view of the horfes moft 
valued at prefent in the different parts of the globe. 

Among thefe Arabia ftands moft eminently diftin- 
guifhed for the excellence of its horfes, and the ad- 
drefs of its inhabitants in riding them. Hiftorians and 
travellers unite in the praifes of both ; yet a perfon of 
knowledge in the Art^ will, neverthelefs, be fomewhat 
perhaps embarrafled in forming his opinion, and tliink 
it neceflary to have a fuller and clearer evidence, be- 
fore he will decree the palm to them. Happy indeed 
would it be for the Arts^ if Artijis only were its Judges^ 
and people meddled with nothing but fuch things as 
they are qualified to under ftand : but, unfortunately 
for the prefent fubjefts, among numbers of others, it 
is not fo : unfortunately for us, none of the writers 
who have touched upon it, have gone far enough into 
it, fo as to open and explain many particulars, with 
that accuracy and fuUnefs, which alone can enable us 
to judge of the real merit of thefe famous riders, and 
horfes ; for the accounts given of them are fo loofe 
and imperfeft, that it is as difficult for a real judge to 

form 
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form any prccife opinion concerning it, as it would 
be for a Jeweller to know what to think, if a common 
Sailor were to give an account of the Diamonds which he 
had feen in the mines of India or Brazil ; the luftre, the 
hardnefs, and other particulars, which folely conftitute 
their merit, are unknown to hirh ; and the Jeweller 
would probably be in danger of being milled, if he 
Ihould truft to the ignorance of fuch a reporter. 

Hence the random accounts of Arabian horfemanfhip, 
fo much boafted and extolled, but related too fuperfici^ 
ally to enable us to form any clear judgment, or know 
by what means they teach and drefs their horfes to 
perform the feats afcribed to them, or what their no- 
tions and principles of riding are ; no writer or tra- 
veller that I could ever confult, being an horfeman, 
and none but an horfcman can give a clear and fatif- 
faftory account of Horfemanjhip ; it is to be fufpefted, 
therefore, from this vjzxit oi lawful evidences^ that in the 
feats of Arabian horfemanfhip fo much boafted by wri- 
ters and travellers, more is to be afcribed to the afti- 
vity and powers of the horfes, than to the knowledge 
and judgment of the riders ; who yet are confefledly 
very bold and dextrous in the faddlej but who, by 
working upon falfe rules, or perhaps without any, 
never attain that grace, exadlnefs, and certainty, which 
the principles of the Art^ if known, would infure to 
them J principles which have their foundation in na - 
ture, and are juftified by truth and experience, 

Vol. I. Q They 
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They are reported to have their ftirrups remarkably 
fliort, which obliges the rider to fit upon his faddle, 
as if he was in an cafy chair : their bridles * are fo 
powerful, as to endanger the breaking of the horfe's 
jaw, if he fhould refift ; the hand being as rough and 
fevere, as the bridles are criiel, and both co-operating 
to bruife and tear the mouth, and in the end to render 
it callous and dead : it is a great feat of horfemanfliip- 
\vith them to Hop Jloort \ this they efFedt by mere vio- 
lence and ftrength, and as they never previoufly make 
the mouths, nor fupple the joints of their horfes, the: 
rudenefs of the Jiop fo fliocks the whole frame, as fre- 
quently to fpoil and ruin the haunches and other 
parts. The horfe-lhoes ufed by them arelarge^ very 
heavy, and of a circular form, refembling in fhape 
that fort of ihoe, called by us the Bar-Jhoe. The pro- 
vince of Sinan is at prefent eminent for its race of horfes^ 
6f which fome are near fixteen hands in height, and 
very mufcular and ftrong ^ while the breed of the 
wandering Arabs^ feldom exceed the meafure of fourteea 
and two inches, probably for the want of more gene* 
rous nourifhment than they can find in their migra- 
tions and unfettled condition. The Arabians feel no 
relu(5lance to part with their horfes in fale, they being 
a commodity which they breed for that purpofe, and 
the Imaum raifes a revenue from the duty of horfes. 
which are fent out of the country, the tax being about 
ten pounds fterling paid for each horfe. 

* They arc known in Europe by the name of Turkilh bits. 

4 The 
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The grofs and ignorant Hate in which thefe people' 
live, their, bigotted attachment to their own cuftoms 
and manners, their little intercourfe with the more 
polifhed parts of the globe, and their manner of fit- 
ting on horfeback (which, though fufficient for their 
purpofes, yet does not fpeak them to be acquainted 
with the true feat, and is aukward and clumfy) feem 
all to incline us to believe, that this fufpicion is not 
groundlefs. Neverthelefs, it mull be acknowledged, 
that without thefe advantages, the Arabs and their 
horfes deferve the greateft commendations ; but the 
latter feem to be entitled to the larger fhare, while wc 
cannot but lament, that people who have fuch noble 
and fine-toned Infiruments^ Ihould underftand Mufic no 
better; 

Thefe horfes, by the unanimous allowance of all 
who have feen them, are reckoned the moft beautiful, 
of their kind, larger and more furnifhed than thofe of 
Barbary^ and of the jufteft proportions ; but as very few 
have been brought into Europe, it is not poflTible to 
fpeak of them colkSlively^ with that juftice and accuracy, 
which would decide their charadter. There is fcarcely 
an Arabj how indigent and mean foever^ who is not 
poflfeffed of fomc. They ufually prefer (like the an- 
cient Scythians) to ride Mares^ experience having con- 
vinced them, that they endure fatigue better, and refift 
the calls of hunger and thirft longer than horfes, not 
being fo inclined to vice, but gentle and willing, nor 
fo fubjedt to neigh as the males. They are fo ac- 
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cuftomcd to be together in great numbers, that their 
owners venture to truft them whole days by themfelves^, 
and are under na apprehenfion of mifchief, from their 
biting or kicking one another. 

The jirabs fell fuch of tlieir horfes as they do not like 
to keep for Stallions^ and are moft fcrupuloufly exadt in 
preferving their Pedigrees *, even for ages baek; fo that 
they know, with the utmoft certainty, their parentage, 
alliances, and genealogy v diftinguiftiing each family^. 
or breed, by different appellations or epithets, and^di- 
viding the whole kind into three clafTes. 

The firft is called Ncble^ being the pureft and mofl 
ancient, without ever having received any ftain of 
mixture, on the fide of the fires or dams. 

The 

♦ The following, is tranffated from an original Arafian ccrtiEcate, by 
the learned and ingenious Mr. Cbanning^ eminent for his (kill in 
the oriental tongues, and communicated to the author by his Grace 
Hugh Duke oi Nortbumberlattd^ 

1 he (he rt account of his pedigree, and caufe of file, arc thcfc. 

I, the Fakir Mohammed, fon of the Hadg Chalil^ fon of Sheick 
Suleiman, Sheich of the village of Alchadar, adjoining to the back of 
mount SihangaiT, have now fold my bay mottled horfe Bik, a thorough 
Arabian, fon of the bay mare Alkahila, got by Nif, of Gialf, a bay 
with black eyelids^ a noble Arabian. The mother of the horfc (NiQ 
was the mare Huflcin Ali Beg. He has the full powers of generation,. 
1, the Fakir, who ftand in needof the mercy of the moft' high God, to 
whom be praife^ Mohammed; fon of Hadg Chalil; fon of Sheich Su*- 
)eiman«. even I have now fold my before-mentioned horfe, who it 
among my horfes, and in my cnclofure. He is a bay. mottled horfe, 
bJack cye-liddcd. The witneffei^^ below atteft his breed and family : 

thc^ 
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The fecand clafs is compofcd of horfes, whofe rapcv 
though ancient^ has been mixed and crofled with P/^- 

beian 

the h(t of Safar, in the year xr73^. At this very time, the horfe 
before-mentioned is fold to a fpeedy conveyer of thistruft, the Sieur 
Ion of^ a chief of the Britifh company of Frank 

Merchants, of the EngKfh faftory fettled on the confines of the dcfarts 
of Aleppo. I have contracted with him, and have received the full price 
from him in good and complete payment. 

Mohammed, fon of Huflcin Abu,. Seid Ibrahim The Seil 
Hadg Chalil, fon of Suleiman. head A ga of the Feftagi, fon 

Sheich Suleiman, the Chan af Toman, of Hadg 

Alchadarite. The Hadg Ifa,- Huflcin, of 

the derwis Hadg^Moham- ChanToman. 



med the dcrw48, 
Qthman Alcafirah 



rjbrahim 
^Alnafiat.^ 



Sid Abd' Allah- 
Algnafhour of 
Chan Toman* 

TheSheick 
Nachif- 

To this I beg leave to add another Arabian pedigree of an horfe, 
fbom an Appendix to the Britifli Zoology, by Pennant. 

Taken before Abdorraman Kadi of Acca. 

^ The occafion of this prefent writing or infltument is, that at Acca, 
in the houfe of Badi, legal eftabliflied judge, appeared in court Tho- 
mas Ufgate, the Engliflb conful ;. and with him Sheikh Morad Ebn al 
Hajj AbdoUah, Sheikh of the county ofSafad, and the faid' conful 
didired irom the aforefaid Sheikh proof of the race of the grey 

horfe: 
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beian blood, either on the male or female fide, which, 
neverthelefs, is deemed nobky but mifaUied. 

The third, and laft divifion, is made up of the com- 
mon and ordinary horfes, which are fold at a low 
price, while thofe of the firft and fccond clafs (among 
the latter of which fome are to be found equal to thofe 
of the firft) command exceflive fums of money, when 
fought in purchafc. 

horfc which he bought of him, and he affirmed to be Monaki Shadiihi *; 
but he was not fatisfied with this, but defircd the teftimony of the 
Arabs, who bred the horfe, and knew how he came to Sheikh Morad, 
whereupon there appeared certain Arabs of repute, whofc names arc 
undermentioned -, who teftified and declared, that the grey horfe which 
the conful formerly bought of Sheikh Morad, is Monaki Shadiiki,- 
of the pure race of horfes, purer than milk f; and that the begin- 
ning of the affair was, that Sheikh Salch, Sheikh of Alfabal, bought 
him of the Arabs, of the tribe of al Mohammadat, and Sheikh Saleh 
fold him to Sheikh Morad Ebn al Hajj Abdollah, Sheikh of Safad, 
and Sheikh Morad fold him to the conful aforefaid ; when thefc mat- 
ters appeared to us, and the contents were known, the faid gentle- 
man defired a certificate thereof, and teftimony of the witncffes ; 
\\'hereupon we wrote him this certificate, for him to keep as a proof 
tliereof. Dated Friday, 28 of the latter Rabi, in the year 1 135 t. 

Witncfles. Sheikh Jumat al Falibau of the Arabs 

of al Mohammadat. 
AliEbnTalcbalKaabi. 
Ibrahim, his brother. 
Mohammed al Adhra Sheikh Alfarifat, 
Khamis al Kaabi. 

» Thefearcthc names of the two breeds of Arab horfes, uhich arc reckoned 
pure and true ; and thofe which arc of both thcfc breeds by father and modicr arc 
the moft noble and free from baftardy: 

t AproJ^'crbial cxpreffion. f /• ^. 29 January, 1722. 

It 
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It is a rule with the Arabs never to let a capital mare 
be covered but by a ftallion of equal quality. Each 
breeder acquires a perfedt knowledge of their own and 
neighbours horfes, and of each particular relative to 
them ; as their names, mark, colour, exploits, and 
age. When an Arab has not an approved ftallion 
of his own, he hires one for a certain fum of his 
neighbours ; Jfitnejfes are called to be prefent at the 
Gonfummation, who give a folemn certificate of the 
performance, figncd and fealed in the prefence of the 
Emir^ or feme other magiftratc. In the inflrument of 
atteftation, the names of the horfc and raare are men- 
tioned, and their pedigrees fet forth. When the mare 
drops her foal, witnefTes are called again, who fign a 
frefli certificate, touching the birth of the foal, in 
which they defcribe each particular, and record the 
day of the birth. Thefe vouchers ftamp a great value 
upon the animal, and, like the deeds of an eftate, are 
given with it, when fold, or other wife called in 
queftion. 

The lo weft-priced marcs of the fi^rft clafs, are worth 
five hundred French crowns ; many of them will bring 
a thoufand, and fome even four, five, or fix thoufand 
livres. As the Arabs have no houfes, but live in tents, 
thefe tents ferve at the fame time for ftables for their 
horfes, and homes for themfelves. Mares, foals, the 
matter, and his wife and children, lay together pell- 
mell, and receive the fheher of the fame roof ; which. 

Et pecus €t dominum communi cJauderet umbra. Juv. 

la 



1 



iio THE HISTO^RY AND ART 

In the fame cavern, iindiftinguifli'd, fleeps 
The humble owner, and the flocks he keeps. 

The young children will lay upon the neck, fide, 
or crawl between the legs of the mare and foal, with- 
out receiving the leaft hurt ; and it is even afTertcd, that 
thefe animals are cautious how they move, left they 
Ihould incommode thefe little ones, by whom they 
will permit every playful liberty to be taken. Their 
mafters treat them with the utmoft fondncfs, and per- 
feft good will and harmony fubfifts between them ; 
they are extremely nice in the care of tliem, and en- 
deavour to engage them to perform what they require 
by the gentleft means, feldom chufing to urge them 
beyond the walk, which is their ufual pace ; but if 
they have occaiion to give the fpur, the animal no 
fooner feels its fide touched by the toe of the Stirrups 
which is pointed and fliarp, fo as to anfwer the in- 
tention of a fpur, but it fprings forward at once with 
incredible force, runs with amazing rapidity, and leaps 
over whatever obftrudiis its way, with the lightnefs and 
vigour of a ftag ; yet is fo jgcntle and attentive to the 
rider, and fo well taught, that if he fhould happen to 
fall, it will flop at once, tho' running at the top of its 
fpeed. The Arabian horfes generally are of a middling 
fize, neat and clean in their fhapc and limbs, and of a 
thin and flender figure. Their keepers feed and curry 
them morning and night with great exaftnefs, never . 
jfufFering the leaft ftainto remain upon them, frequently 

wafliing 
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wafhing their legs, manes, and tails, which latter they 
encourage to flow at full length, and comb but feldom, 
for fear of breaking or pulling out the hairs. They 
never feed them in the day, but allow ihem to drink 
two or three times, referving their meal till fun-fet, 
when they difpenfe to each horfe about half a bulhel 
of barley, well fifted and cleaned, and put in a fack, 
which they tie upon their heads, where they leave it 
till morning, that they may take due time to eat their 
allowance. About March, when the grafs is ftrong and 
plentiful, they foil them, and devote this feafon like- 
wife to the work of procreation ; obferving always to 
throw cold water upon the mare, the moment the ftal- 
lion defcends from her back. This cuftom is obferved 
by us, and other European nations, being probably 
borrowed of the Arabians, as well as that of keeping 
the pedigrees, and recording the vidlories of our race- 
horfes. When the fpring is pad, the horfes are taken 
from the paftures, and kept for the reil of the year 
without grafs or hay, and folely upon barley, with a 
certain portion of ftraw. When the colts are about 
^a year and fix months old, the Arabs fhecr the hair 
of their tails, to make them grow thicker and 
ftronger. 

They begin to ride the colts at the age of two years, 
or two and an half at molt, rigidly obferving never to 
touch them before this periqd, and always keeping 
thofe horfes which they ride, faddled and bridled, and 
waiting at the doors of their tents the whole day. 

Vol. I. R The 
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The moft ancient and nobleft breeds of this country, 
are faid to be fprung from the wild horfes of the De^ 
fertj of which, many ages ago, a ftud was compofed, 
which increafed the breed, and peopled Alia and 
Africa with thefc noble animals. Thefe horfes are fo 
fleet as to outrun the OJiricb^ and the Arabs of the De^ 
fert, as well as the people of Libya, rear a great number, 
and devote them folely to the chace, never ufing them 
in combat, or upon journeys, feeding them with grafs^ 
and when that fails fupporting them with dates and 
camels milk, which contributes to make them aftive 
and vigorous, without inclining them to grow fat. 

From thefe accounts it is to be concluded, that the 
Arabian horfes are, and have been, from all time, efteemed 
to be the firft and beft of their kind ; and that it is ori- 
ginally from them, that the nobleft breeds of Europe^ 
Afia, and Africa proceed, being immediately or re- 
motely defcended from Barbs ^ defcended from Arabi- 
ans, whofe climate is, perhaps, the moft favourable 
and beft adapted to the nature of horfes of any hitherto 
known, fince, without going elfewhere, in fcarch of 
horfes to crofs and mend their breed, the Arabians keep 
it religioufly pure from all foreign mixture, and truft 
folely to their own flock, which affords them a finer, 
and more generous race, than they could procure by 
any alliances with other horfes. So that if the climate 
fhould not in itfelf be the moft friendly and congenial 
of all others to the nature of horfes, yet the inhabitants 
feem to make it fo, by their nice and judicious care,. 

and 
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and by never permitting an horfe or mare to come to- 
gether, unlefs of equal rank, beauty, and merit. By 
this exadlnefs, fcrupuloufly obferved for ages, they 
have raifed and refined the fpecies, and led it up to a 
pitch of perfedtion, beyond what mere nature perhaps 
could have attained, though affifted by the advantages 
of a better country. With refpeifl to the climate, it is a 
certain truth, that thofe agree bell with horfes which 
are rather hot than cold ; and above all a dry foil is 
neceflary : that in general middle- fized horfes are to 
be preferred ; that care and proper management will 
conduce as much almoft to their well-being as food j 
that mildnefs, patience, and kind treatment, will in- 
fluence their temper, gain their confent and obedience, 
more effedtually than feverity and force ; that horfes 
of warm climates have their bones, hoofs, and mufclei 
more compaft and firm than thofe born in colder re- 
gions 'y and that although warmth is more pleafing to 
their conftitutions than cold, yet the extreme of either 
is hurtful ; and laftly, that their Manners^ charadlers, 
and other qualities, almoft entirely depend upon the 
climate, the properties of food, their treatment, and 
education. 

I will conclude this narrative with a defcription of 
their manner of riding at this day. The account is 
taken from a traveller, who vifitcd the tents of thefe 
Bedwin Arabs in the year 1749, ^^ ^^^ ^^ eye-witnefs 
of what he relates. 

R a "It 
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*' It is well known (fays he) that ihc chief article 

" of property in Arabia confifls in horfes, which are 

" the fined and bell of their kind. Their owners ma- 

** nage them in their way very dexteroufly. Their fad- 

" dies have the back part, or Cantle^ fo high, that it 

** reaches more than half way up the rider's back. 

'• The ftirrups are flat, in the Turkifli manner, and 

^* contain the whole foot. They never ufe a girth, 

" which makes it more diflficult to mount, and keep 

" their feat. The Arabian youth underftand the cqui- 

*' libre, and keep their body in a juft counterpoife, 

" being fo dextrous, that they will fland on the faddle 

** while the liorfe runs at full fpecd, fling their lances> 

** turn round, throw themfelves over, and (land 

** upon their heads ; the horfe continuing his career 

" all the time *.'' 

The reader will remember tliat thefc performances 
are related by many writers to have been in ufe among 
the Romans; and the prefent times afford, in this 
kingdom, many inftances of thefe extraordinary feats 
of agility ; which, though wonderful and unufual^ 
are not equal to what the Rope-dancers conftantly exhibit 
in their public fhews, and which can by no means be 
allowed to pafs for horfemanfliip; which depends upon 
the exaiStnefs, readinefs, and fidelity with which the 
horfe obeys the diredtions of his rider, who is re- 
quired to give them according to the known rules of 

^ Haffelquift. 

the 
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the Jrt, and the capacity of the horfe to execute them. 
While thefe feats, are only a difplay of the adivity and 
fupplenefs of the man, without any attention to the 
horfe, beyond the ordinary method of riding. 

The Arabian breed is propagated in Barbary, among 
the Moors, and even among the negroes, on the banks 
oi Gambia and Senegal^ where feme horfes of beauty and 
merit are fometimes to be found in the poiTeffion of the 
princes and chiefs of thefe people. Inftead of barley 
and oars they are fed with Indian corn, bruifed, or 
ground into flour, and mixed with milk: this nou- 
rifhes them, and makes them fat: and although the 
country is feverely hot, they are permitted to drink 
but fparingly. Arabia has peopled not only Egypt and 
7'urkey^ but, as it is thought, Perfid alfo with horfes^ 
which formerly boafted a very generous and admired 
breed of its own. Marcm Paulus fpeaks of a ftud which 
could count feveral thoufand white mares j and fays, 
that in the province of Balafcia, were great numbers of 
large and adlive horfes, whofe feet were fo good, and 
their hoofs fo tough and firm, that flioes were ufelefe 
and cumberfome. 

The Egyptian horfes are little known in Europe, but 
the country is certainly capable of 'producing a noble 
and ferviceable breed, equal to thofe it boafted in 
former days. It is faid by fome late travellers (whofe 
judgment, never thelefs, as horfemen, cannot be re- 
lied on) that its horfes are fuperior^ to thofe of all the 

neigh- 
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neighbonring countries ; and Dr. Shaw * aflerts, that 
they are preferable to thofe of Barbary^ both in good- 
nefs, beauty, and fize, being indebted for the laft to the 
fruitfulnefs of the foil, which affords great nourifh- 
ment, and for the former to the Arabian blood which 
flows in their veins. This country is faid to have two 
diftindl breeds, one of its own, the other Arabian. 
This latter fort are fo highly valued, that numbers are 
purchafed to be fent to Conftantinople j but the defpo- 
tifm of the government is fuch, that the breeders arc 
afraid and difcouraged from raifing a noble race, as 
they are certain almoft of having them taken from them 
without any price paid, or fatisfadlion given ; fo that 
the owners of fine horfes, will frequently lame or blc- 
mifli them, that the Beys may not like them, and take 
them away by force '\. 

JEtbhpia has fo little intcrcourfe with the reft of the 
world, that much concerning it cannot be known. Some 
writers, however affert, that it originally gave Arabia 
the fine breed of horfes which it fo long has boafted. 
Others think that -Ethiopia owes its race of horfes to 
Arabia. The horfes are generally reported to be ftrong, 
nimble, and mettlefome, and (like the MenJ black. They 
are kept facred from common and ignoble labours, not 
fuffered to travel long and fatiguing journeys, but re- 
ferved for the nobler tafks of battle, or the courfe, the 
ordinary work being performed by mules. They we^r 

• Shaw's Travels, chap. il. 
f Vid. Maillct and Pocockc. 
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no (hoes ; upon which account, when they go through 
uneven and rough places, the riders difmount, get 
upon muks, and lead their horfes in hand, that, 
by having no burden to carry, they may tread the 
lighter *. 

The Barbary horfes are to be found in moll countries 
of Europe. Their 'Foreheads are generally long, flender, 
and ill-furnifhed with mane, but rifing diftindly and 
boldly out of their Withers. Their Heads^ lean, fmall, 
and what the French called moutmne, or refembling that 
of a fheep. The Ears handfome, and well-placed ; 
the Shoulders light, floping backward, and flat. Their 
Withers fine, and {landing high j Ldns fliort and ilrait ; 
Flanks and Rihs round and full, without having too 
large a Barrel ; their Haunches ftrong and elaftic ; the 
Croupe oftentimes fomewhat too long -, the Tail placed 
high ; Thighs well-turned and rounded j Legs clean^ 
well-made, and thin of hair ; the finews detached 
from the bone, but the Vafiern generally too long and 
bending. The foot good and found. 

There are of all colours, but the mofl: common is 
grey. They are generally cold, and flow in their 
paces, requiring to be rouzed and animated by the 
rider ; when they will difcover a great fund of vigour, 
wind, and fpeed. They are very light and nimble, 
formed to excel in running, and are generally more 
valued in their offspring, than for their own perfonai 

• L.X\JdolphHift. JEthiop. 
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merit ; being thought, when tranfported into foreign 
countries, to get colts which excel their fires in good- 
nefs : for this reafon they are valuable in ftuds, cfpe- 
cially if they are of the larger growth, the greater 
part being but of a middling fize. The Jlgerines * are 
faid not to like to caflrate their horfes, but only fqueeze 
their teflicles when they are ;tbout three months old, 
which renders them incapable of propagation. 

It is thought that the horfes of the kingdom of Mo- 
rocco are the bell, and next to them a breed called the 
Mountain barbs. The horfes of thefe climates, as well 
as of all hot countries, have always fhort and fleek 
coats, with foft and fmooth hair. The peculiar merit 
of the Barbs confifts in their being very fure-footed, 
and of tempers mofl amiably gentle, as well as very 
docile and attentive. Their walk is free and bold, 
their gallop very rapid, thefe being the only paces 
they know ; for they are never taught to amble, nor 
permitted to tror, their owners looking upon thefe 
paces as vulgar and ignoble. 

The horfes throughout the Levant have their hoofs 
very hard, as well as thofe of Per/ia and Jrabidy whofc 
horfes arc all lliod, but ought to have light and thin 
fhoes. 

"Turkey, Jrabia^ and Pcrjia all follow the fame rules 
in dreffing, feeding, and treating their horfes. They \, 
expofe their dung in the fun, and when it is fo dried 
as to become a fine and foft powder, they fpread it 

• Shaw's Travels, chap. 2. 
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under them inftead of litter, continuing to dry it, as 
often as it is infected by the addition of freih dung 
falling from the animal. 

This dryed dung has the effeft upon the fkin, which 
powder has upon human hair, and gives it a moil 
beautiful glofs and luflre. 

Turkey poffefles a great variety of horfes. Arabians^ 
Tartars^ Greeks Hungarian^ and others, beiides their own 
natural breeds* The laft are handfome, and elegantly 
(haped, have a great deal of fpirit, are fwift, and have 
many agreeable qualities, but are too tender and deli- 
cate. They are unequal to fatigue, have weak appe- 
tites, and are foon agitated and diftreiTed. Their fkins 
are foft, and fo quick of feeling, that they cannot bear 
the curry-comb, for which reafon their keepers ufe 
only the brufh, and wafli them : though beautiful, 
and of a ftriking figure, they are very inferiour to the 
Arabian horfes, nor to be compared with the Perfian, 
which, after the Arabian, are the fineft and befl horfes 
of all the Eaft. Nor are they fo well proportioned as 
the Barbs, their necks being ufually weak, and too 
flender, their carcafes long, and their legs too delicate 
and fmall : they neverthelefs are capable of much la- 
bour, and furniflied with unfailing wind. Nor ought 
we to be furprifed at this account, for it is a truth, 
that in all hot climates, the bones of animals are more 
folid and clofe than in colder fituations ; and this is the 
caufe that the ihank-bone of horfes born in warm cli- 
mats, is of a lefs diameter than thofe of horfes of 

Vol. I. S the 
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the Ikaie fize, born under a colder fky, whil* they 
are in proportion ftronger, and capable of greater re- 
finance. 

The Turks ride with their fkirrups. fo Ihort, that 
their knees are alnioft as much bent, as when th6y fie 
upon their hams upon a fopha. Their faddles are as 
large and unweildy as a pack-faddle ; they faiBen and 
feciwre them upon the horfe by a large girth, which 
pai&s over them, and prevents the laddies from turning 
which their great weight would othcrwife make them 
do. The bridles are generally gilt andornameated, but 
otherwife very clumfy and ill made. 

The Turks feldom. ufe Spurs^ or carry a whip Of 
fwitch, neverthelefs they have an abfolute conmaQd 
over their horfes, and make them do whatever they 
pleafe. In riding, dhiey ufe only a ftick of about thwe 
feet in length, and as big as a large cane j thie they hold 
by the middle, and ftrike the horfe with it on his neck 
with either end, to direft and compel him tO: turn ; 
making them run at full fpeed, and laying them out 
fo rapidly, as almoft to make their bellies touch the 
ground, the riders, at the fame time, ftriking their darts 
into a turban, or toffing them in the air, riding after, and 
catching them before they fall to the ground. Others, 
efpecially the jirabs belonging to the Sultan, will leap 
from one horfe on another, running at their utmoft 
fpeed, others will creep under the belly, and up to the 
faddic again, others will turn two or three times ixrand 
the horfc's neck, and others will ftand upright upon 

6 the 
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ttoe faddk, and turn their faces to the tail, the horfes 
all the ritttt going ^t their utmoft ttretch *, 

<Alft:er ihe Arabian, the Tetjian horfes are the moft 
metitoricms throughotit the Eaft. The plains of ^erfc- 
pdKsy Media, jfyd^l, and Derbent, raife annually a pro- 
digious number, Which are 'excellent in moft particu- 
lars ; but thofe bred in Kurdijian (a proviHce) are reck- 
isoed the heft, both in bea-uty and -ftrength f. The fa- 
fflotis travellerPirrtrorff//<jrfl//(?, prefers the cottimon horfes 
of Perfia to thofe of Italy, and even to the mofl: ad- 
x&ired of the kingdom of Naplts. 

Tlie Perfian horfes ate generally of a middling fize ; 
<here are fome which are fmall, but not lefs valuable 
for vigour and goodnefs. Some alfo are bred of large 
gfonrth, and as big as our fkddle hordes. They are in 
general fmall-headed, have fine and long fore-hands, 
are narrow-chefted, their ears well-turned, and well 
fet on, legs rather fmall and delicate, croups well 
iaihioned, and their hoofs good and firm. They are 
<dodle, 'quick, light, bold, full of fpirit, and -capable of 
enduring great fatigue j very fwift, fure-footed, and 
of fuch refolution as to perfevere to the laft gafp ; 
hardy in their cotlftitution, and eafily nourifhed and 
maintained. Their food is barley, mixed with cut. 
itraw, which they eat in a bag, tied upon their heads ; 
in the fpring they are turned to grafs for fix weeks. 

• Dumont's Voyage. f Bell's Travels. 
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They wear their tails at full length, and are nevev 
gelt ; are covered with cloths, and cleaned with the 
niceft attention j are managed with a fnaffle, and ig- 
norant of the fpur, the Perjians ufing none. Great 
numbers of them are fent into Turkey and India. In 
fpiie, however, of thefe commendations fo laviflilyi 
yet defervedly bcflowed, all travellers agree in giving 
the preference to the Arabian horfes, which are prized 
even by the Perfians to the horfes of their own 
country. 

Thefe latter are apt to carry their nofes fo high, as 
to ftrike the rider*s face with their heads, unlefs he is 
much upon his guard to prevent it : for this purpofe^ 
they are generally rode with a martingale. The horn 
of their hoofs is much better than of the European 
horfes, either hecaufe the climate is more favourable, 
or becaufe the Perfians do not injure and deftroy their 
feet by an injudicious method^ or too frequent a prac- 
tice of flioeing them. A Perlian will make no diffi- 
culty to tack on the firft fhoe he finds, and adjuft it to 
the foot, which is generally fo flrong and found, that 
the nails may be drove in any part of it. The ihoes 
are light, flat, and made to fit exaftly even, without 
cramps, or being turned up ; but when the ground is 
hard and fmooth, the horfe is apt to flip, as well as 
when it is foft and moift. It is a cuftom with fome to 
mix fait with the barley, with which they feed their 
horfes, to corre^ft the ranknefs of their dung, and 

make 
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make it lefs offenfive when it is dried, and ftrewed for 
litter under them. 

They drefs and clean their fkins with a fort of Curry^ 
comb^ which has no handle, and but four Graters^ or 
T'eetb: after having curried them, they clofe and 
fmooth the hair, by rubbing it with a piece of felt. 

The Perfians have great perfonal addrefs and aiSti- 
vity on horfeback. They play at Mall mounted on their 
horfesj and ftrike the ball with certainty and furprifing 
Ikill. They place alfo upon the top of a tree, or high 
pole, an apple^ as a mark to ihoot at with arrows. 
They fet oflF full fpeed, and when they are got beyond 
the mark, turn themfelves round towards the croupe, 
draw their bows, and in this pace, and this attitude, 
feldom fail to hit the apple. 

The Indian breed of horfes is in no degree good or 
agreeable. The chief people of the country, for this 
reafon, ride thofe which come from Perjia or Arabia. 

Their keepers give them a little hay in the day time, 
and at night feed them with peas boiled with fugar 
and butter. This diet is the chief nourifhment they 
have, and it keeps up their ftrength to a certain de- 
gree, for without it they would decay and perifh j the 
climate being unfriendly, and ill adapted to the na- 
ture of horfes. They fome times alfo give them Tarns. 

The breed of the country is very fmall, and it is 
probable that thofe climates in which the heat is ex- 
ceflivc, are very iH-fuited to the conftitution of the- 
horfe t for thofe which are found upon the Gold 

eoaft,. 
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Coatft, Jttdda vad. Guinea^ aK ^8 WDrthlefs and contem^ 
ible as the Indian race. They carry their necks «Ad 
heads fo iow, that they almoft toiaich the groand ^ and 
are fo weak and tottering intkek* paice», that they {eem 
as if they \70uld fall every Moment, and To taggifh, thalt 
widtout beating they will not fiir at all, and with this 
very ftubbom and indocile: fothat they »tc fit for no. 
thing fout to ferve for Food for die negroes, who relifli 
mightily the flavour of their flefh, and have tins ittAe 
in common with jfrats-, T'art^^ And Orhdfe. 

The people of this day^ accot>di!ng to an elegftnt, Ac- 
curate, and judicious writer ♦, feed their horfes in the 
rice-fields, and when flefli is pknty, they boil the offal 
to rags, and mixing it with butter, and !fome foits of 
grain, make balls, which they thruft down the horfes 
throats. In afcarcity of provifion they give themOjb/uffi, 
which has the fame eiffe<5t both on horfes and men, 
for at once it damps their appetites, and enables them to 
endure fatigue. The horfes of the country arc natu- 
rally fo exceedingly vicious, that they are not to be 
broken and tam«d, and -cannot be brought to aft in 
the field, with the fame regularity as a fquadron of 
European cavalry. The Perfian horfes being more 
gentle and tradable, are often valued at a thoufand 
guineas each, while thofe of India fell for fifty or one 
hundred. 

• Cambridge's introduaion to his Account of the War in India. 

An 
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Aa * itxliaiD; traveller and writer fpeaks of having 
feen hetwcea Balfora and Bagjiatt a. fingular breed of 
gretn. hxates, vritb yeliow eyes. I ami na voucher for the. 
tvuth of thiji acecamt, but at the iame time dare not 
vcBiCure to pcefcribe any bounds to the variety in which 
nature: is known to delight j as to the Qreen colour it is 
certainly unknown axnong hocfes. y and ib were, at £ame 
time oc other> and ia difierent countries, many other 
colours,, wbicbr are mow familiar ; and as to xhQ.yeUow 
eye»« theyfeem to be no more extraordinary, than the 
Farret eyes, by which a breed of cream-coloured horfes, 
beloikgiiftg to his. Maj«fty> and now in the royal flables, 
arc peculiarly diftiinguifhed. 

The horfes of this laft natioa (land in no better 
«ftirmaiiQn th£U> tUofe of India. They are weak, fpirit- 
le&, aoad iUrmade y in fome parts of the kingdom 
they da vtoi exceedi three feet ia height. Almoft all of 
them are geit, and are ib daftardly and timid, as to be 
uji^ for war; ia that it may be faid that this country 
was conquered by the 'tartar Horfes, which are a race ex- 
tremely adapted to war j and although but of a mode- 
rate fizc, are flrong, nervous,, proud, full of fpirit,. 
b©ld,,aada&iye. They have good feet, but fome what 
naivcow^ theiu heads are well-fhaped and lean, but too 
J4BaU. The forehand, long and ftiff^ and their legs 
over4ong : yet with all thefe imperfecflions, they muft 
be accoimted good and ferviceable horfes, being uncon- 

* Viaggi ds Gafparo. Balbi» p. 31, 1590. 
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querable by labour, and endowed with prodigious 
fpeed. The Tartars live with them almoft in the fame 
manner as the Arabs do with their horfes ; when they 
attain the age of feven or eight months, they make 
their children ride them, who exercife them in fmall 
excurlions, and ihort reprifes, dreffing and forming 
them by degrees, and early and gentle difcipline; 
but inuring them to undergo (as the Parthians did 
before them) hunger, thirft, and many other hard- 
fhips. They never put them to any ferious labour 
before the age of fix or feven years, when they re- 
quire of them the fevered fervices, and compel them 
to incredible fatigue, as travelling two or three days 
without refting, and pafling four or five with no 
more, or better nourifliment, than an handful or twa 
of grafs, given every eight hours, and an entire day 
without quenching their thirft. Thefe horfes, how- 
ever, which are fo robuft, and endure fo much in 
their native country, lofe their vigour, and decline 
when removed into Cbina^ or the Indies^ but thrive 
very well in Turkey and Perjia. 

They are of a good fize for the faddle, and are Pj- 
cers by nature. Their owners, like the ancient Geloni 
and Sarmatiansj make the animals fupply them with 
food, for they eat their flefh at this day, as well as the 
Curds, or lac concrctum of the mare's milk, mentioned by 
many ancient writers *. 

♦ Vid. Bcirs Travels to Ifpahan. 

The 
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The Tartars have in all ages been famous/ under 
diflFerent names, for their love of horfes, and fkill ia 
riding. 

It is a pradlice with them, fays an author, who 
wrote the Hiftory of the Conqucft of China, by this 
people (Palafox) to tye the reins of their bridles to 
their girdles, and by the motion of their bodies alone 
to govern and diredt their horfes ; putting them into 
diflferent attitudes, and making them perform a va- 
riety of evolutions. . By this method they have their 
hands at liberty to ufe their weapons, which they ma- 
nage with moft remarkable Ikill, and for which they 
have been diftinguiflied in all ages beyond other na- 
tions. Some will hold their bows in the fame hand in 
which they hold their bridles, and at the fame time 
draw the bow, and guide their horfe with great ad- 
drefs, always riding with their flirrups very Ihort, in 
order to coUeft themfelves better, and be able to rife 
up as it were, when they are going to attack an 
enemy, and flrike a blow. 

The diftria called Little Tartary has a breed of fmall 
horfes, which the inhabitants value fo much, as never 
to permit them to pafs into the hands of ftrangers. 
Thefe horfes poflefs, in a fmall compafs, all the good 
and bad qualities which are to be found in their 
neighbours of Grand Tartary, and are an inftance, 
that cuflom and education will induce a limilarity of 
manners, and operate almoft as powerfully as nature 
herfelf. 

Vol. I. • T GrcaJFa, 
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Circqffiay Mvgrelia^ and the adjacent parts, are ftored 
with horfes, which are of a better mould, and juftcr 
proportions than thofc of Tartary, and confequently 
are admired and valued. The Gircaffians are equal to 
the greatcft fatigue, and celebrated for it,. 

The breed of horfes in Greece hc^vc to a degree fhared 
the fate of other valuable benefits, the produdtiods of na- 
ture, and the works of art and induftry, which were for- 
merly the portion of that once flourifliing and didin* 
guiflied country. All crullied and extinguifhed by the 
oppreflion, violence, and ignorance of its favage coa- 
querors, the Greek horfes make no confiderable figure 
in the modern catalogue, nor are the breeds much 
cultivated ; it is faid, however, that there ftill are feme, 
particularly in Xhejaly^ which belong to the Grand Sig*^ 
nor. Some of the iflands in -the Archipelago are fur*- 
nifhed with good and valuable horfes, efpeciaUy CretSf 
but none of eminence fufficient to make them prized 
by other nations, or entitle them to . particular notice^. 

The nations of Afia and Africa, except the Qmtefti 
never geld their horfes. Some kingdoms of Europe 
likewife have not yet adopted the praftice.. Cq/lratim 
deprives the animal of a confiderable part of his ftrengtfc^ 
fpirit, and courage, robs bim, in fa<5l, of his. very. 
Sou/^ and leaves him a mutilated, daftardly, and liiina^ 
tural creature; but, at the fame time, makes him 
mild, patient, more Obedient, and* confequently fitter 
for many purpofes, and more agreeable: to many 
riders. \ . - 
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Ruffia is not unf urnifhed with horfe?, but has never 
yet been able to raife a breed that has been much re- 
garded by other nations 4 the country, as the Duke of 
Newcallle fays, bemg lefs adapted to breed horfes, 
than to nourifh Bears^ of which animals it can boafl: 
very noble and capital races. This empire^ how- 
ever, and all its various dependent flates, is fo altered 
and improved, fince this great horfeman wrote, that 
it feems at prefcnt to be entitled to a better charadter, 
and more confideration than he beftowed upon it. 

The Ruffiaa horfes are fmall, but hardy, and .^ble to 
endure great fatigue, without fufFering much in their 
fpirit, ftrength, or coiiftitution. In thofe places where 
the foil is richer, and herbage .more abundant, the 
breed is larger, and. of a ftouter mould. The fovereign 
and many of the nobility have ^tuds in various parts of 
the country. There is an imperial one upon the river 
Ruduiay deftined to fupply the guards with horfes, 
formed to contain foujc. hundred mares and about fifty 
horfcs. The ftallions are X^aniflp IjiQrfes, and fometimcs 
^urks. The former are purchafedat a large pricq, .ge- 
nerally colling eight hundred RubeJs each, or one hun- 
dred and fixty pounds fterling. Thofe of the Turkilh 
breed are handfome, and finely fhaped, but too flight 
and weak for heavy cavalry. 

The Kj/wz^^ horfes are fomewhat higher than the 

Rufilan , common horfes, and fo tough and ftrong in 

their conftitutipn, as to be able to run three or four 

^hundred Englifh miles in three days. They fubfift 

T 2 fummer 
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fummer and winter folely upon grafs in the great de- 
farts, which are between the rivers Dem, Folga^ and* 
Talk. In winter time they fcrape away the fnow with 
their feet, and eat the dead grafs which is under it, and 
the tops of young trees and flirubs. They recover very 
foon in* fummer the damage they fuftained from the 
rigours of the wintry feafon. After Midfummer the 
grafs becomes very dry and hard, when they return 
to the great meadows, which are on the banks of the 
Folga^ and other rivers. They go in great herds, of 
four or five hundred, and even a thoufand horfe. Such 
an herd is called in the Ruffian, and all the Tartarian 
and Kalmuck languages, Taboon. They are excellentr 
fwimmers, and pafs the river Volga, which is from one 
to two miles in: breadth, with great eafe ;. fo that whenu 
a Ruffian has bought one of them, and' brings it oa 
this fide the river, diffant an hundred miles (Englilh). 
from the place where its firft mailer, the Kalmuck^ lived, 
the horfe will pafs the river, and find its way to the 
Taboon. They are fo cheap, as to be bought at firft 
for one Rube/, or four fhiHings fterling each horfe. 
They are feldom put to draw carriages, but devoted 
chiefly to the faddle. They are brought with difficulty 
to eat barley, oats, or any kind of grain, preferring, 
to them grafs, either frefh, or dry and withered. 

The Nogay horfes are a breed belonging to the Tjr- 
tars, which are of the Nogay tribe, and are fubjefls to» 
the Kalmuck Khan, but different from thofe Nogayan Tar- 
tars, who are a part of the fubje(5ts of the Tartar Kbam 
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the CW;w, and live between Bender and Otcba Kof^ about 
the Dniejlery and are called Ted/an^ or Tedifan^ in the Tar- 
tarian language, which word fignifies feven thoufand 
becaufe originally this horde amounted to that number. 

The Nogay Tartars in Ruflia live between the I>)nj 
Folga, and Taik^ among the Kalmucks, having their, 
paftures afligned, as well as the Kalmucks, by the 
Kban. They remove northwards during the fummer ; 
about Michaelmas they repafs the l^olga, and live to the 
fouih towards the river Rubariy and Tcherkajfes. Thefe 
horfes are extremely hardy, and live in the fame man- 
ner as the horfes of the Kalmuck, but are ftronger, 
higher, and trained to draw carriages : they are fold 
to the Ruffians from ten to fifteen Rubeh each. 

The Turcomans^ a free nation, living between the 
Cafpian Sea, and the lake Araly have horfes of the fame 
nature as thofc of the Nogay Tartars. 

The BaJBdrs are a nation fubjedt to the Ruffians, and 
have a race of horfes ftouter and better than the 
Noga'j horfe, and accounted moft excellent Amblers. 

The better fort of thefe horfes will fdl for fifty, 
fixty, or feventy Rubeh each, in proportion as their Am-^ 
hie is efteemed. The common breed are bought at 
twenty or thirty iCw^^/j each, and deftined to mount the 
dragoons in the Ruffian fervice. Many private Bajhkirs 
keep Taboons of three or four hundred mares. They go 
fummer and winter in the fields, few horfes, which 
are employed in the winter, to draw fledges, being 
Bioufed, or fed with hay. 

The: 
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The Kirgbin Rbaijaks are a nation divided into three 
Hordas^ the great, middle, and little Horda. They are 
reckoned, in fome degree, to be fubjedl to the RuifiaQ 
government, but pay no tribute, and may rather paf^ 
for a free and independent nation, living under ful- 
tans, whom they themfclves' eledt. They have grea^ 
Taboons of horfes, of the fame breed as thofe of the Ba/b'- 
kirs : in fummer the horfes are fed in the great defart, 
bordering on the river ITaik. In winter the 7*aboons -rc^ 
move to fandy places, where the fnow never is fo deep 
as on the reft of the defart* Some drive their Taboons 
near the lake jiral^ and the river Sir-Dona^ where large 
tra<5ls of ground are covered with reeds, on which the 
horfes brouze, and are nourifhed. The horfes of this 
people are lighter, and more (lately than thofe of the 
Bajbkirs. They ferve to mount the Ruffian cavalry. A 
fair is held annually near Orenburgb, and the fortrefs of 
Troit/boy^ where many thoufands of thefe horfes are fold 
to the Ruflians, or bartered againft other merchandizes. 
Thefe horfes never eat hay j they are ufed and fami- 
liarized to the firing of guns, which the Kirgbin-Rai^acks 
employ in hunting and war ; many of thefe horfes 
are as good Amblers as the Ba/hkirian horfes. 

The T'cberkpjfes are a nation which live in the Caucafus^ 
near the fources of the river Ruban and Terck^ the 
former of which falls into the fea of ^zof^ and the 
latter into the Cafpian fea. Thefe people vvere formerly 
fubjc(fts of the Crim Tartars ; but fince the year 1709, 
have been a free and independent people. Their horfes 

4. are 
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are about the fize of the Kalmuck horfe, ill-made, with- 
out elegance or proportion, and ewe-necked for the 
jiK^ part, but of fuch ftrong and hardy natures, as to 
be able to run five or fix hundred Englilh miles in 
three days. 

The Stepj or wild horfe, is an horfe of the defart : 
there are three different kinds of the fe wild horfes. 
The horfes of the defart about Jzofy live between, 
the Pahs Mceotis and the Dou. They owe their origifii 
to the fiegc of Azof,, in the year 1697, when the great 
army being obliged to employ a prodigious number of 
horfes to bring ammunition and food, were compelled 
to fuffer their horfes to go deep into the defart, in or- 
der to fiibfiftthem j the animals availed themfelves of 
thiB permifSbn, flrayed to great diftances, became 
wild, arid created a new breed. They are generally of 
cme unifOTtn colour, inclining to red^ the hair of their 
fkins beiog curled, and waved like a lamb-fkin ; hvk 
when they grow old, it changes to a moufe-grey, their 
manes and tails being black, and having a black lift^ 
along their backs. They live in great T^^^i*. The 
ftone- horfes keep watch round about, and give a fignal 
by neighing of the approach, of man, or any objeft 
that alarms them ; uponrwhichi the whole troop, with 
iflconceivabie fpeed, run deeper into the defart. During, 
the winter, the Kofacks of Bacbmont^ and other Donijh 
Kajfacks drive them into deep valleys^ full of fnow, and 
eatch them with z: noofe. The greateft part of them 
they kill with a fpear, tlic younger are kept for ufe, 

audi 
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and being coupled to a tame horfc by an halter, for 
months together, grow gentle and obedient •, and are 
thus trained for draught, and are found to be infi- 
nitely ftronger than a common horfe. The Kbalmuiks 
fometimes hunt thefe horfes as their food, and ufe 
their Ikins for cloaths in winter. 

The tarpans are a kind of wild-horfes, in the defart, 
eaft of the river Taik. They are of a middling fize, 
roundifli, fliorr, generally of a blueifli-grey colour, 
with big heads, and ewe-necked. They are taken 
■with a noofe, and broken to the faddle, by being 
coupled to a tame horfe. 

The Roclans. or Turcbansy are another kind of wild- 
horfes, in the great defart. They are higher than the 
TarpanSf moufe-grey in colour, with long upright- 
flanding ears, their manes and tails thinner and 
ihorter than the common breed, their coats long and 
thick. They feed by thoufands together in one Tabom, 
The Kirgbis Rbai/faks fhoot them with guns, and eat 
them. 

All kinds of horfes are eaten by the Tartars and 
Kbalmucks. A foal is reputed a great dainty. Mares 
milk is likewife a frequent drink, which, when kepi 
and fermented, becomes intoxicating, once diflilled, 
it is called Roomyfsy twice, yirekba, and is very ftrong 
and inebriating. The TcberemiJ/es and Tcbeuuajes, pagan 
nations, near the rofga^ in the government of Ragan^ 
ufe the horfe in their facrifices, and chiefly wUte ones, 
efpecially in their great annual folemnities in autumn; 

of 
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of 'which none can partake^ unlefs he firft has bathed, 
and put on a clean ihirt. 

The Kalmuck horfes are never £hod, nor does it appear 
that ihoes are nccellary, the <Jimate being very dry, 
and the ground generally firm and hard ; ilie hoof 
likewife is fo folid and indurated, tliat nothing can 
hurt ic As the Kalmucks never ufe fhoes, who arc 
next in fituation and connexion with the Ruffians, 
neither do the more barbarous and remote nations ; 
inafmuch as that they would have received the pra&ici? 
from the Kalmucks^ as the Kalmucks from the Ruffians, 

All the& people, as well as the TWx, and other 
Eafiern nations, have folid Harfe-Jboesy which cover the 
whole fole of the foot, and not the margin only, like 
ihe European ihoes : the R,ufliatts ufe this Son of flioe 
fometioies, butfcAdom. 

The Stirrups of the Tartars, and otl^r Eaflern people, 
■asse. htto^ very ih€»t, and very broad at the bottom 
where the foot Aaad&, ex»ftjLy like the Tvrk^ flirrup 
4i^rea4y defcribed. 

The Tartars of the Krim never Undertake an excur- 
lionj without allowing three horfes to one rider. 
Many ancient nat^n^ obferved the fame method ; and 
•die ancient Gaids had a body of horfe callied Trimarkljia, 
named thus becaufe each foldkr had three horfes at- 
tending him, fo that when one was either killed in 
t>attle, or overcome by fatigue, he might immediately 
mount another *. In 

• Vid. Gmelin's Voyage to Siberia. Vid. Mullet's Hift. Cot 
Ritchkof '« Topograph, of the the Orcnburgh Govern. Philofophical 
' Vot. 1. U Tranfaa. 
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in the empire of Ruj^a^ it is a law ordained, that 
no horfe (hall carry above fifteen Pud, each of forty 
pounds weight, RuJ/ian weight, in fummer, and in 
winter, during the fnow, and ufe of fledges, above 
iwenty-five or thirty Pud-y by this rule we arc fome< 
what enabled to judge of the ftrength of the horfes, 
and of the difference of the roads in fummer and 
winter. 

The Poiijb horfes are very hardy, ftrong, and ufeful, 
but have not many agreeable or diftinguifhed qualitiei. 
They are generally of a middling fize j thofe of Lf/A»- 
ania are ftill fmaller, but have their merit for the pur- 
pofes of eafy riding, many of them going the AmUe^ 
which pace is much approved by the Pok$, BjiffUmi^ 
Tartar Sy and other Eaftern nations. 

Some other adjacent tracts or regions are fiimiihed 
likewife with horfes, which are too inconfiderable to 
deferve a particular defcription ; or, to fpeak more pro- 
perly, may be comprehended under thofe of the horfe§ 
already mentioned. The Poles are reported ta. ufe no 
(hoes for their horfes *. 

In the marfhy parts of Pruffia^ in the Werdersy or Low 
Countries, towards the mouth of .the FtfiuJay are a breed 
-of good, tall, ftrong horfes, refembling the Friefland 
horfes, but not equal to them in conftitution and per^ 

Tranfad. 176^,-— 67.~<-Specimen Hift. Naturalis Volgenfis, audoie 
J. R. Forfter, who fince has mod obligingly communicated many 
particulars from his own obfervations. 
* Vid. Voyage to Siberia,, par Auterochc. 

ieveraoce- 
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feverance in labour, having generally bad feet, and 
Celdom being well-fhaped and handfome. The Ruffians 
and Pruflians buy large numbers of them for their ca- 
valry, at the price of about eighty rixdollars each 
horfe, which is about eleven pounds fterling. The 
King of Pruflia has fome ftuds near Tilfet, furnifhed 
with foreign ftallions, valuable, and well chofen from 
the beft breeds of Naples, Denmark^ Spaing and turkey. 
Many of the Yruffim noblemen have likewife ftuds upon 
the fame plan as thofe eilablifhed by the King. The 
breed are commonly graceful and well-moulded, but 
are thought to fail in point of ftrength, nor to have 
that fire and fpirit which are fuch neceiTary ingredients 
in the compofition of a fine horfe. 

The horfes of Sweden^ from the barrenncfs, and ex- 
treme coldnefs of the climate, are low, and fmall : 
the Norway breed come under the fame defcription, and 
arc nervous, a<ftive, and hardy. 

Pontoppidan, in his natural hiftory of this country, 
fays, that in the year i 302, a man, whofe name was 
Huleickfon, was the firft who gave his horfes oats in this 
country j whence he had the nick-name of Horfe-Com. 

^od in Norvegia primus equos avena paverit. 

Tlie horfes here are not fubjedt to fo many difeafes as 
in moft other countries, and in particular the Staggers. 

It is not ufual to geld them, as in many other places, 
for which reafon they are full of flrength and fpirit, 
and preferable to geldings. 

V 2 The 
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The Norway horfes are better for riding; tfaant 
draught ; their walk is eafy, they are quid:, a/£tivev 
full o€ courage, a&d very fure-footed ; iid as. to be 
able to go in the bad roads of this kingdom, whero 
the fine DaniOi horfes would be ib einbarvatfed as to 
endanger their own, and their rider^s fafety. When 
they go down 7c. fleep cliff on ftones laying like ftepOy. 
they firi3t tread gently with one foot, to try if the ftoae 
they touch is fad ; and in dbi-ng this, they muA be 
kft to their own di£cretioi>, or the bcft rider wouM 
m» the rifique of his neck : when tbey are to ^ demit 
a very fteep< and flippcry plaice, they ^raw their hinder 
legs under them, ha x iurpritfng manner, »ikl Oide 
down. They Ihew great courage in figjuifig widti 
bears and wohnes, which they are often obliged td do, 
cfpedally wich tlie former ^ for wlien tbehficfe per-^ 
ceives axsy of them near, he aniacks^ hi« antageiMil 
with his fore-feet, which lie iifes like Dmm/fkkSt «» 
(hike with, and ufsiaUy coniea off conqueior. Many 
people would not believe this, tiU StadthoMcr If^if^^ 
in the presence of Fndtmk IV. made the experimem 
with oiie of his coachrharfes at FrederUk/^our^, The 
creature fell upon a bear let loofe againd him, and 
foon difpatched his enemy. Sometimes, however, the 
bear, which is twice as ftrong, gets the better, efpeci* 
ally if the horft turns about to ftrike with his heeh. 
If he attempts this, he is mined, for the bear inftantly 
leaps upon him, and fixes himfelf upon his back i in 
this cafe the horfe gallops away with his enragedf 
y rider, 
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rider, tilt, by Lofs of blood, he dvof^ down, and ex-* 
pir<s« 

rknjMrky and the dukedoms of ^JUm and Oldenburg^ 
boaft a large variety of horfes, vrbich have fo much 
figour, pride, courage, and grace, that for the Coaib., 
the ferviees of Watj and the Manege^ they can be fur. 
pafTed by few, although they oftea fail in elegance of 
limb, and fymnxetry of parts, having thick ForebandSy 
Sbovdders focnewhat heavy, Backs rather long, and Croups 
too narrow to- correfpond with the fore^ parts. In fpice, 
Ikiometett of thefe defe<5ts, they have fuch generofity of 
nature, fuch ftneogth and brilliancy, together with 
i«c& animated and cotnmanding A£lim, that when they 
can be^bU'Ad with the above-named imperfe(n:ions cor^ 
redkeSf and more poHfhed and juil in their- con- 
ftrudtion, they become as bright an ornament as a fol* 
dier ov hocfemaoi can wiik to peirer& ; and for a na* 
taraA difpofivioa and capacity to perform the bigb airs 
of theJUan^t, HAne diftitngHiOiedf and praifed above 
other nations. 

tOr the ifladids of Ftrroet fubjec^ to the crown of Den- 
mark, there is a race of horfes of fmall growth, but 
ftrong, fwift, and fure of foot, going with great eafe 
over high hiUs, and other places with fuch certainty, 
that a man may more ilirely rely upon them, than truft 
to bis own feet. They never are ihod, and fceA a;broad 
both fummer and winter, without erer cqming under 
ihelter. 



In 
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In Suderoct another of thefc iflands, they have a 
lighter and fwifter breed than in any of the reft : i he 
inhabitants catch their fhcep, which are .wild, by hunt- 
ing them with a dog. When they intend to take any, 
they mount their horfes, knowing how to ride them 
up and down hills in full gallop, through mooriih 
places, and over rocks and Hones, fo that the horfes 
fear nothing when they are in the chace, and when 
the place is, too difficult for them to ride over it to pur- 
fue their game^ they leap from their horfes, in the 
midft of the courfe, and take their beft advantage 
againil the fheep, the horfes running after them, till 
they leap upon their backs again. Some of thefe 
horfes are fo taught, that the man overtaking the 
flieep on horfeback, the horfe will grafp, and hold it 
between his fore-feet, till the man takes it up *. 

The frozen and ungenial country of Lapland, has 
alfo its horfes : they are fmall of ftature, like the men, 
but active and willing, fomewhat eager and impatient, 
but free from vice. They are ufed only in the winter 
feafon, when they are employed in drawing fledges 
over the fnow, and tranfporting wood, forage, and 
other neceflaries, which, in the fummer, are all con- 
veyed in boats. In this feafon the horfes are all turned 
into the forefts, where they live with Angular order 
and polity, forming themfelves intd diftindt troops, 
and keeping within their quarters, where their owners 

* Fcroa?, ctFcroa rcfcrata.— 1676. 

2 are 
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•re fiire to find them ; all returning of their own ac- 
cord, when the feafon changes, and the earth no 
longer fupplies them with food. In travelling, they 
will frequently take large mouthfuls of fnow, which 
melts intl> water, and muft be meant to quench their 
third. When their mailers defign to flop them, they 
lay hold of their Tails j this difcipline they underfland^ 
and obey implicitly *. * 

The poniards (land very forward in the national lift 
of noble horfes, fecond at lead to the Arabians^ and 
placed by many, and with fair pretentions, before the 
Barb, Their forehands are long, fome what thick, and 
cloathed with a full and flowing mane ; the head a 
little toa coarfe, and fometimes hawk-nofed, ears long, 
but well-placed, eyes large, bold, and full of firet 
^hcir carriage lofty, proud, and noble ; Shoulders ohtn- 
times thick j jBrr*^ large ; Loins often a little too low; 
Ribs round i and the Belly frequently too full and fwellr 
ing ; the Croup round and full ; the Legs well formed, 
and clear of hair; the l^new at a diftance from the 
bone ; the Paftem joint frequently toa long, and weak, 
like that of the Barbs; the foot long and deep, re- 
fembling that of a mule, the Heel being high and 
narrow. Thofe of the fineft breeds are generally well 
trufled, and well-knit horfes, aftive and ready in their 
Spaces, of quick apprehenfion, have a memory rather 
too faithful, obedient to the utmoft proof, wonderfully 

• Voyage au Nord, parOuthicr.. 

docile- 
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docile and afTedionate to man ; full of fpirit and cou* 
rage, tempered with mildnefs and good nature, and 
generally very eafy in all their paces; of a moderate iize 
for the mod: part, alitiiough fizcd hories are fometimes 
to be found among tlieni. Tlxofe which are bred in 
Upper Andalujia are deemed the moft valuable, although 
ihey generally have their heads too long, and difpro-^ 
portioned ; but this blemifli, and niany others which 
may happen, and are not eilential, are all amply 
atoned by numberlefs pleating, good, and great qua^ 
lities; by tlie fwcetnefs of their tempers, the beauty 
and even majefty of their motion, and the affedioa 
and fidelity with wliich they £srve their /mailers : £9 
that ^enriched and adorned with thefe graceful ijua- 
lities and high acGompli£bment6, they are thought t6 
eclipfe the reft of tfheir kind in the fervices 4^f war, 
the graceful airs of the manege, the pomp 6i caval^ 
cades and public folemnities *, and very juftlytto merit 
the title which that difcerning judge, th€ Duke of 
Newcaflle beftows upon them, when he calls them 
** the Kings of horfes/' 

^ Long ago, and indeed at all times, they were fo efteemec], as v^ 
be confidered as eilential to public entries, and folemn proceflions^ 
other nations being defirous to procure them, and always iemploying 
them upon thefe occafions. When Queen Elizabeth made her entry 
into Oxford, fome Spanifli horfes were led in the proceffion. — Traduai 
fuerant aliquot AJiurconesy Jinefejfmbus^ awratis Smci/que Epbifpiis inftrati. 

Hearnc*« Trafts. 
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The Portugal Horfes^ or rather Mares^ were famous of 
old for being very fleet, and long-winded — whether 
this charafter of them was really true, or only the 
opinion of ignorant people, cannot now be deter- 
mined. If it was true, the modern race is wonder- 
fully changed and degenerated from the qualities of 
their anceftors, for, at prefcnt, they are far from me- 
riting much praife upon this account. 

Portugal in general is a mountainous country, and 
many reafons have concurred to injure the breed of 
horfes in this kingdom ; when it was annexed to the 
crown of Spain, the mother-country was preferred for 
the eftabliflimont oi Studs \ and the pradlice then was to de- 
vote the very few diftrids in Portugal which are pro- 
perly fupplied with herbage and water to breed horned 
cattle for the fliambles and plough, and mules and afles 
for many other laborious tafks. — Hence horfes in Portu- 
gal (although the natives are exceedingly fond of 
them) have been confidered rather as creatures of 
pomp and pleafure, than of fervice and utility, except 
in war, and as fuch the king and nobility, fince the 
independency of the kingdom, have always chofen to 
fupply their wants from &pain^ as far as the mounting 
of the troops, and the purpofes of parade and amufe- 
ment require. If the Portuguefe, however, fhould 
turn their thoughts to Breedings there is no doubt but 
^heir country would produce precifely the fame fpecies 
of horfes, as that for which Spain has always been fo 
^iftinguiflied. At prefent the Portugal horfes are in 

Vol. L X no 
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no repute, and differ as much from their neighbours 
ihe Spaniards, as Crabs from apples^ or Sloes from 
grapes. 

The Italian horfes were formerly more beautiful) and 
of greatet- fame, than the prefent race are thought to 
be i this degenerate alteration is faid to be owing to a 
negleft of the breed, and a decay of that fpirit which 
formerly animated the Italians, the fathers of modem 
horfemanfliip. Neverthelefs this country is not defti^ 
tute of many generous and beautiful breeds, di!^ 
perfed in fluds, which arc formed in different ftates. 
and diftri(5t8. 

The Neapolitan horfes hare always been renowned^ 
and ihine both in the Saddk and the Tracts* Oreat 
numbers are bred in ^cily^ a kingdom always extolled 
for the fupetiour merit of its horfes — The Neapdlilans 
are fubjedb to have great heads, and thick forehands,, 
are untradtable, vicious, and t;onrequently diffietllt to- 
be fubduied and drelTed, this being their national cha«> 
taftcr: to balance thefe faults, they ate Urge and 
ftrong, and thatm the fpeitator with their animated 
carriage, and majeftic aftion. They have a wonderful 
genius for the Piaffer, and excel on all occaHOns of 
pomp and parade. Thofe of Sardinia and Cor/ea are 
fmall, but nimble, bold, and full of fpirit. 

The Swifs horfes partake of thefe qualities, And 
were formerly accounted ferviceable in war. 



Ger-^ 
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Oemumy is by lao meaas deftimte of generous and 
noble horfes, ufeful for many different purpofes $ yet 
they arc reckoned to be heavy, and not to be good- 
vrinded, although the finer breeds come from turh 
and Barbst which are kept as ilalliona in many parts 
of that eitenfive country, as well as from Italians and 
;S>paniards. They do not fucceed fo well in the chace 
«.nd running as the Bvmgarian and Tranjyivanian horfes i 
which are of a lighter ftrufture, cleaner limbed, of 
^ood windi and able to run at a very confiderable rate. 
Bohemia produces a variety of horfes i but, whether from 
natural defers, or the want of care and culture, they 
are not diftinguiihed by any eminent qualities. 

The Hvf(vrs and ^ranfyhmuam.^xc, accuflomed to fUt 
the noftrila of their horfes, under a notion of giving 
the. breath a freer paffage, and improving their wind, 
as well as to render them incapable of neighing, which 
in war is oftentimes inconvenient and improper : this 
operation perhaps will not totally deprive them of the 
power * of neighing, but will certainly make the found 
fofter and more feeble. 

The Croatian horfes are nearly allied to the Hungarian 
and Bobemiarit in all the leading qualities and outlines 
of charafter. Thefe, as well as the Poles ^ are re- 
markable for being, as the French term it, Begm^ or 
keeping the mark in their teeth as long as they live. 

• The old writers recommend a cloth or lift to be tied round the 
tongue for this purpole, which if it can be kept on without injury, 
may anfwer the defign more effefhially. 

X 2 Hoi- 
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Holland furnilhes a race of horfes, which have much 
fame, but their beft fervice is in the coach — They arc 
in much repute in their own, France, and fome other 
countries. The beft come from Frifeland. The coiui«- 
tries of JuJiers and Bergue alfo raife fome, which arc 
much approved. The flemjb horfes are inferiour in 
value to the Dutcb^ having big heads, with a channel 
towards the noftrils, like a Pike^ and are therefore 
named by the French Tete de Brocbet. Their feet arc 
unreafonably large, and flat, and their legs fubjeft to 
watry humours, and fwellings in the heels. 

Trance abounds in horfes of all kinds, but neverthe> 
lefs knows but few, which, as a breeding country, 
do honour to her foil and climate, although great 
pains have been taken, and very fkilful men em- 
ployed at various times, to eftablifli and cultivate a 
generous breed. Some parts of the kingdom, how- 
ever, produce horfes, which they need not be afhamed 
to rank with thofe of places more famous, and fuch 
as would incline us to think, that the fault is not 
alone, if at all, in the Climate. The beft of thofe which 
are fit for the faddle come from Limojin ; they refemble 
the- Barbs in many particulars, and, like them, are 
fitteft for hunting: they are flow of growth, demand 
much care and nurfing in their infancy and youth, 
nor ripe for work till they are eight years old. There* 
are alfo very good Bidets or Foniesto be found in Au^- 
vergne, Poitou, and Burgundy y but after Limo/in, Noy 
mandy claims precedence, for its handfome, generous, 

and 
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and ferviceable breed ; which, if they do not excel fo 
much as fome in hunting, yet are fuperiour in war, 
being flouter, and better moulded, and arriving at the 
fulnefs of their growth in fhorter tirae. Lower Nor- 
mandy and the diftridl of Cotentm give a very good fort 
for the coach^ which are nimbler and have more ela- 
fticity in their motions than the Dutch horfes — Francbe 
Compti and the Boulonnois raife numbers likewife for 
common ufes — It is remarked that the French horfes 
are apt to have their Ihoulders too loofe and open, as 
thofe of the Barbs are too confined and narrow. 

Navarre^ which borders upon Spaiuy has a kind of 
horfes which partake of the properties of both thefe 
coimtries, and although not celebrated or fought after, 
have notwithftanding their Ihare of merit; being 
light, adlive, and nervous, efpecially the finer fort, 
which are better and more valuable, in proportion as 
the Spanijlo blood prevails in their corapofition. 

The finer and better fort of the more modern Eng- 
liih horfes, are defcended from Arabians and Barbs^ 
and frequently refemble their fires in looks and ap- 
pearance,, but differ from them confiderably in fize 
and mould ; being more furniflicd, flout, and lufty. 
In g<!neral they arc flrong, nimble, of good courage, 
capable of enduring exceffive fatigue, and, both in 
perfeverance and fpeed, furpafs all horfes in the world 
— At the fame time it is objcfted to them, that they 
are void of grace, and want that ExpreJ/ion^ if I may 

life.' 
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ufe the vtoidf in their figure and carriage, which is fo 
confpicuous in Foreign horfcs, aud fo beautiful and at- 
tradlivc, as even to be eflentially requifite upon all oc- 
cafions of pomp and parade : but inftead of difplaying 
a dignity of motion, and a confcious air of cheerful- 
nefs and alacrity, as if they ihared in the pleafure and 
pride of their riders, and were almoft fenfible of hu- 
man paifions, they appear in all their actions, cold, 
indififerent, unanimated. This is fo a,pparent that the 
mod heedlefs and ignorant fpedtator, who fhould, 
upon any occafion, fee them contrafted with horfes of 
jlSHon, would be ftruck with the difference ; would 
be uninterefied with the tame and lifelefs behaviour of 
the one, and ravifhed with the fenfibility and well- 
tempered ^re of the other ; which, like the Sparkling of 
generous wine in the glafs, at once charms the eye, 
and gives a proof of innate fpirit and goodnefs.^Be- 
fides this, the Engliih horfes are accufed, and not un- 
juftly, of being obflinate and uncomplying in their 
tempers, dogged and fullen, of having ftiff and inac- 
tive ihoulders, and wanting fupplenefs in their limbs : 
which defe<5ts make their motions conftrained, oc- 
cafion them to go near the ground, and render them 
unfit for the Manege. 

This is the charader of the Englifh horfe ; to which 
it may not be improper to add fome remarks and 
anecdotes, which may tend farther to open and fet 
forth the national hillory of the animal. 



Eng- 



OF HORSEMANSHIP. 159 

England has at all times, even in its rudeft ftate, 
been pofleffed of a breed of horfes fufficient to anfwer 
cVery purpofe for which they were given, C*/ir, 
when he invaded this ifland, found its inhabitants 
not only well furniflied with horfes, but alfo very 
dextrous and expert in the management of them. * He 
fpeaks of their fq^thed chariots, and celebrates their 
fkill and addrefs in driving them ^ fo that it is certain 
the ufe of horfes muft have been long fiimiliftr td- 
them, and the creature much valued, if, in a flate 
bdrdering on favagenefs, they knew the art of taming 
it fo well. From thefe early and dark times the horie 
has always flouriihed and been cherilhed with lingu- 
lar attention in this kingdom. 

It is neverthelefs inipofliblc td trace or glv« any de- 
fcription of the fpecies ; for, as a judicious and 
learned f naturalift obfcrves, « thofe Which exift 
(( ^tnoiig the ktdiginis ef Grieat BHtain^ fuch as the 
(* hcficttB of WUe^ and Gortiwall> the Sibbiii of Ire- 
«< land, ami the Sbeltits of Scotland^ though admirabty 
** well adapted to the ufes of thofe countries, could 
♦* never have been equal to the work of war." 

This is probably true ; but we cannot hence con- 
dude that there might not hare been a ftotiteir and 
larger breed in fevcral other parts of England, where 
the paftures are rich, and afford more nourifhment, 

* Strabo fays they ufed ornaments of ivory in their bridles. Lib. iv. 

-f Pennant's Brit. Zoology 

it 
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and improved by the foil and climate, which operate 
very powerfully, and produce all the variations and 
diilin<5tions which we fee in the animal and vegetable 
worlds. With rcfpedt to the horfes of this country, 
this is really the fadl at this day, and has immemorably 
been fo j for admired and valued as they are, and have 
been, there is no pure and unmixed blood among the 
finer, if among the middling breeds, as among the 
Arabs, but all of the firft clafs are direAly or remotely 
allied to foreign blood. The foil and climate, there- 
fore, muft be thought greatly to contribute in form- 
ing their merit j otherwife, rich and curious perfons 
of other nations would adt more wifely to raife a 
breed of their own, to fupply their wants from thofe 
very countries, where the anceftors of the Englifh 
horfes are brought ; but they find by experience, that 
the defcendants of thefe horfes do not thrive and fuc- 
cced fo well in other countries as in this nation, owing, 
no doubt, to the fecret operations of nature, and to 
the more apparent efFedls of foil and climate, or, to 
what the French call in Frttkj the Gotit de T'errok^. 



'^pfe fih natura fvhefi. 



Notwithflanding the fondnefs which Albeljian difco- 
vered for Englifli horfes, and his jealoufy of their be- 
ing fent into other countries, it is certain that he en- 
tertained a good opinion of fome Foreigners^ and received 
feveral as prefents, which were fent from the conti- 

nent- 
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nent. It is probable many came from Germany ; oiF 
feveral foreign horfes he was, however, undoubtedly 
poflefifed, for in his JVill * he bequeaths the horfes 
given him by tbturbrand, together with the vobite horfes 
given him by Liefbrand ; and it may reafdnably be pre- 
fumed, that as the perfons who gate thefe horfes were 
Saxons, the Gifts likewife came from the fame country : 
although it appears that he had horfes from many 
different parts of the continent ; for it is reported of 
this monarch, that his chara<5ter and fame were fpread 
fo far, that fundry Princes t fought his alliance and 
friendfhip, and fent him " rich prefents, precious 
« ftores, perfumes, and the fined horfes, with golden 
»< furniture." And it is to be prefumed, that a wife 
monarch, and lover of horfes, would avail himfelf of 
this foreign aififtance, to diverfify and improve the 
breeds of his own kingdom. 

The Conqueror brought many horfes with him from 
Normandy, and fome, perhaps, of other countries, 
which contributed ftill farther to augment the variety 
of breeds in this ifland ; but Roger de Belefme, created 
Earlof Shrewfl)ury,by the viftorious monarch, rendered 
a mod eflential fervice to the nation, by introducing 
the ftallions of Spain into his cftate in Powry/and, and 
through them a more generous and noble breed than 

this kingdom, perhaps, had ever known. Giraldus 

•» 

• The will is in Latin, and in the pofleflion of Thomas Allell, Efq; 
f Anderfon's Orig. of Commerce, p. xlix. vol.. i. 

Y 2 Cam- 
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Cambrenjis takes notice of them, and Drayton, the poct^ 
celebrates their excellence. 

This race feems to have been calculated at once for 
the purpofes of war, and the exhibitions of public fo- 
lemnities, of which horfes are always a very eilential 
and ornamental part: for it is not known that at this 
time, nor till a much later period, that horfe-races 
were introduced into England : although this agreeable 
and ufeful diverfion, if confined within certain regu- 
lations, might have been cultivated with great pro- 
priety among a people fond and proud of their horfes,. 
and that at a time, when hodily exercifea alone were 
the amufements of all forts of men ; and efpedally, 
as the Englifh had opportunities of being inftru(5ted in* 
them by the Romansy who generally kept their own 
cuftoms wherever they came, and left their imprefiionf 
beliind them, when they departed. We may^ there- 
fore, reafonably conclude, that they were either ig- 
norant of thefe fports,. or, what is more likely, pre- 
ferred the parade and magnificence of tilts and tour- 
naments, in which the ftrength, adtivity, fpirit, and 
beauty of the horfe, as well as the ikill and eowage 
of the. rider, could be more ufefuUy employed, and 
more gracefully difplayed. 

It appears, however, from a fingular and curious 
Latin tradl, that in the reign of Henry II. both tourna- 
ments and horfe-races, or fomething very like races, 
were cultivated with much earneftnefs and care. Smitb^ 
feld\a:^s then the chief theatre for thefe fports, as well 
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as the firft market for all forts of horfes. This place 
was originally called Smootb-jfteld, pJanus campus & re (d 
nomine^ from its being a fmooth level piece of ground, 
and therefore fet apart as a proper fpot, on which to 
Ihew and exercife horfes. Without one of the gates 
of the city, fays the hillorian, is a certain field, plain 
oxfmootby both in Name and Situation. Every Friday (as 
at.prefent) except fome greater feftival intervene, there 
is a fine fight of horfes brought to be fold. Many come 
out of the city ta buy or look on ; to wit, earls, bar 
rons, knights, and citizens. It is a pleafant fight to 
behold the horfes there, all gay and fleek, moving up 
and down, fome in the jimble^ and fome in ihc Trot^ 
which latter pace, although rougher to the rider, is 
better fuited to men who bear arms* Here alfo are 
colts, yet ignorant of the bridle, which prance and 
bound, and give early figns of fpirit and courage. 
Here likewiCe are maneged^ or War-^horfes^ (DextrariiJ of 
elegant ihapei full of fire,, and giving every proof of 
a generous and noble temper. Horfes likewife for the 
cart, dray,, and plough are to be found here ; mares 
big with, foal,, and others with their colts wantonly 
sunning, by their fides. 

Every Sunday in Lent, after dinner, a company of 
young me& ride oufc into the fields on horfes which are 
fiit for war, and excellent for their fpeed. Every one 
among them is taugjit tQ run the Rounds with his 
horfe. The citizens fons ififue out through the gates 
by. troops, furnilhed, with, launces and. Ihields : the 

younger 
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younger fort have their pikes not headed with ironi 
and make reprefentation of battle, and exercife a Ikir- 
mifli. To this performance many courtiers refort when 
the court is near, and young ftriplings, yet uninitiated 
in arms, from the families of barons and great per* 
fonSf to train and praftife. They begin by dividing into 
troops, fome labour to outftrip their leaders, without 
being able to reagh them •, others unhorfe their anta- 
gonift, without being able to get beyond them. At 
other times two or three boys are fet on horfeback to 
ride a race ; the fignal being given, they fet oflf, and 
pufli their horfes to their utmoft fpeed, fparing neither 
whip nor fpur, urging them, at the fame time, with 
loud fliouts and clamours, to animate their endeavours, 
and call forth all their powers *. 

The next period in which any particular mention is 
made of horfes, is in the reign of Edward IL It ap- 
pears from the annals of this prince, written by John 
de TrokeloWf in the year 1307, that Edward was very 
fond of horfes, and fent for them to Champagne in 
France. He alfo gave a commiffion, in the fecond 
year of his reign, to Bynde Bonaventure, and his brother, 
pro viginti dextrariis et duodecim jumentis emendis in parlibm 

* Sec the account of London by Stfphanidrs, at the end of the 
8th vol of Lcland's Itinerary. The fame paflage, inferted in Stow's 
Survey of London, is full of moft fhameful inaccuracies, which have 
been complained of already by Burton^ in his commentary on Anto- 
ninus's Itinerary* 

Lew- 
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iUfmbardia: and requires all his friends and loving fub- 
jedls to affift them in this important commiiHon *• 

The genius of Edward III. naturally inclining him 
to war, confequently made him fond, as he is re* 
ported to have been, of its images and reprefentatives, 
tilts and tournamenis ; horfes are too eflentially nc- 
ccflkry to both, not to have been deemed by him ob- 
jefts highly deferving his care and attention. He was, 
therefore, cautious and provident to be well fupplied 
with them ; and his own kingdom not being able to 
anfwer his wants, as well may be prefumed, he pur- 
chafed from time to time from other countries. We 
find him indebted to the count of Hainault 25,000 
floi'ins for horfes, which he had furnifhed. The horfes 
which the King had bought, were all marked, fo as to 
diftinguifh the property. 

This prince like wife fends to France, pro quatuor dex^ 
trariisy feu magnis equis f. 

The fort of horfes then in ufe for princes, military 
perfons, and others of rank and diftindtion, were called 
Dextrarii. Edward bought thefe horfes to equip him- 
felf for a war, in which he was engaged againft Scot- 
land, and to folemnize a Tournament which he was to 
give at IVerks ; for which fervices thefe Dextrarii were 
accounted moft fit, and always deftined to them. 



♦ Rymcr, vol. i. p. 135. i" Ibid. vol. ii. p, 95. 

Ibid. voL iiu p. i IQ. Ibid. p. 181. 
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They were ranked at the head of all other fpecics 
of horfes, and anfwered for the moft part to wliat is 
meant at prefent by a maneged horfe, or one drejjed and 
difciplined for war ; to which, and the exercife of the 
tournament, they were fet apart ; for, upon common 
occafions, pcrfons of rank and confideration always 
rode upon horfes of inferior degree, diftinguilhed by 
the names of Courfcrsy Ambkrsy Palfreys^ Hackneys^ Nags^ 
and Poneysy recommended by their eafy paces, and 
quiet temper. In feveral countries, it was a cuftom 
rigoroufly obferved, that no knight of chivalry, or 
other gentleman, fhould ride upon a Mare^ it being 
thought dilhonourable and vile. 

The mares were always devoted to the cart, and all 
the ignoble fervices ; ^nd whether upon this account 
it was thought difgraceful in a gentleman to ride them, 
or whether they were put to thefe fervile talks merely 
becaufe they would not ride them, is a queftion hi- 
therto undetermined. The Spaniards^ Turks, and fome 
other nations, ftill adhere to this abfurd notion^ upon 
all occafions. 

The moft obvious and natural reafon which can be 
afligned for this partiality againft the mare, feems to 
be, that the female fex is thought (among horfes at 
leail) not to have the ftrength, fire, and dignity of the 
male, and therefore is not fo correfpondent to the 
charafter and pomp of a Knigbt, or warriour, as the 
horfes } nor, as it was not a general cuftom to geld 
horfes, could they have been trufted among the op- 

pofite 
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pofite fex. In other refpecfls there is no reafon to 
think them inferior to horfes, and, cateriz paribus^ al- 
ways fuperior, as being perfe(5l in nature, to Geldings. 

The horfes known by the name of Dextrarii in 
Latin, Dejiriere in Italian, and Dejlrier in the French 
languages, were fo called from the word Dextra, figni- 
fying in the Latin, the Rigbt-Handi they all having 
been carefully bandied^ drefled, or maneged, as we call 
it, from the Italian word manegglare^ which, in its lite- 
ral fenfe, means no more than fimply to bandle. Others 
fay, that it is to be taken in 2i fgurative fcnfc from the 
word D^;v/rj, importing the Df;c/^r/Vy and readinefs with 
which they work under their riders ; and others, that 
they are fo denominated from being led by grooms, 
when they attended their mafters into the field or lifts, 
by the Rigbt-band. The firft explanation feems to be the 
moft clear and juft. 

Thefe Dextrarii were alfo called magni Equiy or greca 
horfes, becaufe they were required to be of the largeft 
fize, and were always intended to ferve in war, or in 
the exercifes of the Tournament^ which were nearly al- 
lied to it^ As the riders were cloathed in complete ar- 
mour, they were of a prodigious weight, and confe- 
quently demanded very ftrong and able-bodied, as well 
as tall horfes, to carry them through their enterprizes : 
great and Jized horfes were therefore required, in oppo- 
fition to Palfreys J Courfers^ A%j, and other common 
horfes : and forafmuch as thefe great horfes were all 
required to be drejfed or taught,, that they might, per- 

VoL. L Z form 
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form their taiks with more readinefs and fidelity ; and 
as it is neceflary that the rider fhould have knowledge 
and fkill to guide; his horfe, thofe perfons who pro- 
feffed the fcience of arms were obliged to learn the 
art of managing their horfes, in conformity to cenain 
rules and principles ; and hence came the exprefilon 
of learning to ride the great Horfe. 

Thefe heavy-armed troops were called in clqfficaJ 
Latin CatapbraSli: the light-armed cavalry were ftiled 
in unclajfical Latin, HMearii^ from their riding Hobbies^ or 
fmall horfeSi in French called Hoblnn^ or AMn^ from 
the Italian word Ubino^ fignifying a fmall horfe, as the 
word Hackney is derived from the French, Haguin/e, and 
that from the Italian Acbinea^ which means a qiiiet ordi- 
nary horfe. 

Modern horfemen will, perhaps, be furprized to 
hear, that thefe tilting and war-horfes were all taught 
to amble ; an ufurping pace, which, for fome cen- 
turies, almoft univerfally depofed the T'rot. 

In the account of the expences of purchafing and 
bringing into England che horfes which were bought 
for Edward in France, among other articles, in the 
difburfements of his wardrobe, upon this occafion wc 
find Trammels (TrayneUis^ for the accounts are wrinen 
in Latin) charged as an article, and with the follow- 
ing addition, explanatory of their ufe, in teaching 
horfes to amble. Hand aliter fctlicet appelJabani inftrumenta 
ilhy quibus uj/i funt fabri ferrarii. Jive folearii (anglice far- 
riers)^ ut eo faciliut ad tdlutim ituedendum redderentur equi^ 
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fuem qfddem incejjum mollem (ambling) lingua vocitamus vema^ 
cula. The word T'raymellSf or TrayneJIs^ feems to be taken 
from the Italian word "tramenare^ to Jhake, to wriggle ; 
which term is very expreflive of the motion of the 
amble. Thefe were made of yarn, or ftrong lift^ and • 
frequently of iron, like chains, or fetters : in forming 
of which laft, it was neceflary to employ, fabri ferrariij 
or fmiths, and -Sc^/^jnV, thofe who Ihod horfes with 
iron Ihoes, witl^ a long point coming from the toe, 
being put upon the hinder feet, to teach horfes to 
amble, which Ihoes might be comprehended under 
the word Trammels^ as producing the fame eflfeft. 

In the reign of Henry Vll. (for in a work like this, 
there mud; be wide gaps) Pofydore Firgil reports, that 
the Englifh were wont to keep large herds of horfes 
in their paftures and common fields ; and that, when 
the harveft was gathered in, the cattle of diflferent 
owners fed promifcuoufly together, for which reafon 
they were obliged to caftrate the horfes : for as a large 
number of Mares went together, as well as geldings, 
iSJioned horfes had been admitted among them, much 
diforder and mifchief muft have happened. No horfes, 
therefore, were allowed to mix with them, and it is at 
this day contrary to law, to turn a ftoned-horfe into a 
common pafture- Hence the neceffity of gelding, 
Tliofe horfes which were kept to cover mares, were 
always confined in fafe and iiiclofed grounds, but 
more frequently in the Stable^ and were called E^ui ad 
^abulum^ by contradion Stallum. Whence the Italian 
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term Stallme^ the French Etalon^ the Englifli, Stallion^ or, 
/ialled horfe, are derived j which expreffion prevails^ 
and is in ufe at prefent with regard to the ox, which 
fometimes being kept from the pafture in order to be 
fattened, is called they?j//-fed, and ftalled ox. 

The fame writer fays likewift, in confirmation of 
the cuftom of ufing ambling horfes, • " that the Englifh 
" were not given to trot, but excelled in the fofter 
" pace of the Ambk:' 

The prince above-mentioned was fo fenfible of what 
advantage a ftrong and generous race of horfes is to a 
kingdom, that he earneftly promoted, and encouraged 
the culture of them. It feems to have been at all pe- 
riods of time, an univcrfal defire to have large horfesr, 
for fmall and weaker forts could not have executed 
the bufinefs required of them \ and it appears by an 
adt of parliament of the eleventh year of this reigri', 
that the number of Englilh horfes fcnt abroad was fo^ 
exceffive, that it was neceflary to attend ferioufly to- 
this grievance, and prohibit all farther exportation;. 
The adl recites, that not only a fmaller number of 
good horfes were left within the realm, for the defence 
thereof, but alfo that great and good plenty of the 
fame were in parts beyond the fea,. which in times paft 
were wont to be within this land ; whereby the price 
of horfes was greatly enhanced here, to the lofs and 
annoyance of all the king's fubjcifls within the fame. 
To remedy this, an a(ft was made, by which no owner 
of an horfe fhould prefume to tranfport it out of the 

kingdonxi 
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kingdom, upon pain of forfeiture of the fame ; nor 
any mare of the value of fix fhillings and eight pence, 
without the king's fpecial licence, upon pain of for- 
feiture of the fame mare, the owner, or his deputy, 
receiving for the faid mare, the fum of fix ihillings 
and eight pence at the time of feizure: the mare or 
mares to be fold openly, by the proper officer, for the 
beft price offered, and the half or all the over-^price to 
be to the king, and the other part to him who feized : 
and farther, that no mare fhall be fent out of the land 
which is above the value of fix and eight pence, and 
under the age of three yearsj without paying the king's 
cuftom o^ fix and eight pence per mare, the king's 
, fpecial licence being firft obtained. Befides this, ano- 
ther claufe follows^ which muft have been fo eflfedluar, 
as almoft to make the preceding regulations totally 
ufelefs. It cnadts, that if any perfon will give for any 
of the mares fo to be carried, /even Jbillings^ it fhall be 
lawful for him to take away the faid mare for his 
own ufe, if fhe had not been taken before by the 
king's officer, nor the king's licence firfl obtained ; it 
being lawful for any denizen notwithflanding, tp 
tranfport ah horfe abroad, without the king's licence, • 
provided fuch horfe be for his own ufe, and he de- 
clares upon oath, at the time of fhipping, that he doea 
not intend to fell them. 

Another aft was made to prevent the felling, ex- 
changing, or fending horfes or mares into Scotland^ 

wliich: 
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which availed itfelf confiderably at this time of the 
fuperior Englifli breed *. 

Thus it appears from the meafures taken to keep 
the Englifh horfes in their own country, that they 
were always fo valued and admired by other natidns, 
that England had riot a number fufficient for her own 
demands. Two things were neceflary to preferve to 
this kingdom exclujivelyy the betiefit of its own horfes. 

The prudence of feveral fucceeding kings, attended 
ferioufly to this work, and by prohibiting exportation 
on one hand, and encouraging a numerous breed on 
the other, applied a twofold remedy, and did almoft 
all that the Cafe could require. Nor would any thing 
have been wanting to the completion of their wiihes, 
but (which was done in after times) the appointment 
of public rewards and gratifications, as an incitement 
and recompence to thofe who fhould iridft eflfedtiially 
advance the breed. Chambers^ in his Div^liohary, under 
the article Saddle^ fays the Englifli did not ufe them till 
th« reign of this king, who iflued an order enjoining 
their ufe. This afTertion, however, is not counte- 
nanced by any aft of parliament, or proclamation. 

In the reign of the fucceeding prince, a particular 
regard was paid to the raifing a breed of good and 
ftrong horfes, and laws were made for the more cer- 
tain attainment of that defign. The only method of 
fecuring ftrength and fize in the progeny, is to felcdt 
the fires and dams, of a certain proportion, fize, and 

♦ Thcfe ads were repealed by Charles 11. 
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OF HORSEMANSHIP. lys 

monld, and to permit no mare, or ftallion, to breed* 
but under thefe reftridtions* 

A law was accordingly made, which direfted, that 
every brood mare fhould be, at leaft, fourteen hands 
high *. 

This produced a very natural and juft eflfeft, and 
gave the kingdom many ftout and ufeful horfes, in- 
fomuch that Carew^ in his Hiflory of Cornwall, fup- 
pofes this law to have been the occafion of lofing al- 
moft entirely the fmall breed of horfes, which were 
peculiar to that country ; and it is the fame in the 
principality of fTaleSj where the little breed, once fo 
abundant, is now almoft extinft ; their fcarcity being 
a proof what changes air, food, and a mixture of blood, 
can produce in the animal world. The lofs, however, 

* In a period fomewhat earlier than the commencement of this 
prince's reign, a book was printed, probably the firft of its kind ever 
fcen in England, entitled. Properties and Medeycines for an Horfc, 
^to, printed by Wynkyn dc Wordc, about the year 1 500. 

In Jmes*s Hiftory of printing, the 410 edition, 1749, he gives a lift of 
fomc books, printed by Wynkyn dc Worde, at Wcftminftcr, or in 
Cax^on^s houfc ; they arc without date, but he fays they were printed 
before the year 1500. 

The above-mentioned book of medicines for horfes is certainly prior 
in time to Fit2herbert*s book on Huft)andry, which Ames fays was 
printed in i2mo, in 1548 : and in page 263, he mentions another 
edition of it. This book has been generally thought to have been 
written by Judge Fitzherbarde, but miftakenly, for the author was one 
Fitzherbarde, an horfe-courfer. The book is extant. Vid. certain 
ancient trafts concerning the management of landed property — Re* 
printed for Charles Bathurft, 1757. 
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of thefe Pigmies^ which Mr. Carew . regrets, was well 
repaired by a race of larger, and more able-bodied 
horfes ; for thefe little animals, however plealing and 
ufeful in their own craggy and mountainous country, 
could not extend their merit beyond its bounds, beiiig 
too inferior to the tafk of war, the fpeed and fa- 
tigue of hunting, the fplendour of tournaments, 
and the magnificent pageantries of the times, efpe- 
cially of this reign *, which all writers agree were 
exceffive. 

There is alfo a particular entry in the Journals of 
the Houfe of Lords, which fhews how much they had 
this caufe at heart. Hodie (viz. i s June, i 540) tandem 
JeBa eft bilk educationi equorum procerioris Jiatura & ccmmuni 
omnium confenfu^ nemine difcrepante, expedita^ 

By another adt of parliament of this king, we may 
perceive what anxiety there was for having large horfes. 
Some of the regulations are rather Angular, but judi- 
cious, for the law is framed fo as to confider indivi- 
duals in a comparative view of their rank and cireum- 
ftances. Every archbifhop and duke are obliged under 
penalties, to keep feven trotting ftoned-horfes for the 
faddle, each of which is to be fourteen hands high, at 
the age of three years. There are afterwads very mi- 
nute diredlions, with regard to the number of the fame 
kind of horfes, which are to be kept by other ranks 
and degrees, each in proportion to their circumilances 
and ftation. 

♦ Vid. Sir T. Morc's Poems. 

Each 
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Each perfon having benefices to the amount of one 
hundred pounds yearly, or a layman, whofe wife (hali 
wear any French hood, or bonnet of velvet, are obliged, 
under the penalty of twenty pounds, to keep one fuch 
trottynge flone-horfe for the faddle. This flatute con- 
tinued unrepealed till the 2 1 ft of James I. though, in 
fad, repealed by the eighth of Elizabeth, as to the 
Ifle of Ely, Cambridgefhire, and many other counties, 
(which the preamble recites), which, on account of 
their rottennefs, unfirmnefs, moifture, and waterifh- 
nefs, were not able to breed, or bear horfes of fuch a 
iize. 

The reafon for enjoining ftone-horfes to be kept, 
muft have been for the fake of breeding, and for the 
fuperior labour they are thought to be able to un- 
dergo ; and as they were more expenfive to maintain 
than mares or geldings, it being neceflary to feparate 
and keep them apart, the rich and noble only are re- 
quired to keep them in numbers proportioned to their 
rank and ability ; while the lower people ufed Geldivgr^ 
for the advantage of turning them to grafs* Brood- 
mares, two at leaft, were ordered to be kept by thofe 
who had parks, enclofures, and otlier conveniencies. 

Baked bread, known by the name of Horfe-bread^ 

was the ufual food of horfes, inftead of oats and 

other grain: regulations were made concerning it in 

' this reign, by parliament. Peafe likewifc were given 

in food. 
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It may not, perhaps, be uncntcrtaining to the 
reader, to perufc the following lift of horfcs, as it 
V^ill give him a notion of the times, and fet before 
him the different forts then in ufe among the nobility 
and others. The extra(5t is taken from a manufcripr^ 
now in the pofTeffion of his Grace the Duke of Nor- 
thumberland, and lately printed, under the title of 
« The Regulations and Eftabliihment of the Houihold 
« of Algernon Percy, the Fifth Earl of Northumberland. 
* Begun anm 151a. London, printed 1768." 

It begins, ** This is the ordre of the chequir ixml 
" of the nombre of all the horfys of ray lordis and 
" my ladys, that are apoynted to be in the charge of 
. " the hous yerely, as to fay : gentill hors, pal&eys,. 
« hobys, naggis, cloth-fek hors, male-hors, Firft^ 
»• gentill hors, to ftand in my lordis flable, fix. Item, 
" palfreys of my ladys, to wit, one for my lady, and 
« two for her gentill- women, and oone for her cham- 
«* berer. Four hoby* and naggis for my lordis oone 
" faddill, w'z. oone for my lorde to ride, oone to lede 
•* for my lorde, and oone to ftay at hom« for my 
" lorde. 

" Itcm^ chariot hors to ftond in my lordis flable 
« yerely. Seven great trottynge hors to draw in the 
" chariott, and a nagg for the chariott man to ride ^ 
" eight. Again, hors for lorde Percy, his lordfhips 
** fon and heir. A gretc doble trottynge hors for my 
« lorde Percy to travel on in winter, liem^ a grct do- 
•' ble trottynge hors, called a Curtal, for his lordfhip 

« to 
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*^ to ride on out of townes. Another trottynge 
^^ gambaldynge hors for his lordfliip to ride upon when 
^* he' comes into townes. An amblynge horfe for his 
** lordfhip to journey on dayly. A proper amblyng 
** little nagg for his lordfhip when he gacth on hunt- 
« ing or hawking. A gret amblynge gelding, or trot- 
" tynge gelding, to carry his male." 

Such were the horfes of ancient days, ranked into 
clafles, and allotted to different fervices. 

The smtil horfe was one of a fuperior and diftin- 
guifhed breed, fo called in contraft to fuch as were of 
a mean and ordinary extraftion. The Italians at this 
day call their nobleft breeds, Razza gentile. Oentleman 
isunderftood in this fenfe, fignifying a perfon of better 
birth and family. Nemejian ufes the very word in this 
fenfe. 



'Gentili /anguine Jirmus. 



Palfreys were an elegant and eafy fort of horfes> 
which, for their gcntlenefs and agreeable paces, were 
\ifed upon common occafions by military perfons and 
others ; who referved their great, or managed horfes 
for battle, and the tournament. Their pleafing qua- 
lities foon recommended them to the fair fex, who 
having no coaches, ufed thefe palfreys, and always tra- 
velled on horfeback. 

Hobys were ftrong, adtive horfes, of rather a fmall 
£ze : they are reported to have been originally natives 

A a a of 



i8o THE HISTORY AND ART 

of Ireland, and were fo much liked and ufed, as to 
become a proverbial cxpreflion for any thing of which 
people are extremely fond. Nags come under the fame 
defcription, as to their iize, qualities, and employ* 
ments. 

C/otbfekf was a cloak-bag horfe^ as male-horfe is one 
who carried the portmanteau. Horfes to draw the 
Cbariott were Waggon horfes j from the French word 
Cbarrette^ whence the Englifh word Cart j for coaches^ 
nor Chariots (in our acceptation), were not known at 
this time, A gret doble trottynge horfe, was a tall, 
'broad, and well-fpread horfe, whofe bed pace was the 
trot, being too unweildy in himfelf, or carrying too 
great a weight, to be able to gallop. Doble or double fig- 
nifies broad, big, fwelled out -^ from the French double^ 
who fay of a broad-loined filleted horfe, that he has 
les reins dotd^les^^^ double bidet. The Latin adjeftive du- 
plex^ gives the fame meaning ; Firgil fpeaking of the 
horfe fays, at duplex agitur per lumlos fpina^ George iii. 
aind Horace, Duplice Jicu. A Curtal is an horfe whofe 
tail is cut^ or fbortened — in the French Curtaud. A 
gambaldynge horfe, was one of fhew and parade, a ma^ 
Ttaged horfe — from the Italian Gamba^ a leg. An am-- 
hlynge horfe is too well known, to need an explanation. 
The Amble long before this time, as well as for a long 
while after, was fo favourite a pace, and fo much liked 
for its eafe and fmoothnefs, that almofl: every faddle^ 
horfe was taught to perform it, efpecially thofe which 
were rode by the rich> the indolent^ and infirm : fd 

that 
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that Markham, who wrote in the reign of James L 
fpeaking of ambling horfes, fays, " take away thefe 
** horfes, and lake away the old man, the rich man, 
♦* and the weak man's, nay generally all men's tra- 
** vels : for coaches (then known) are but for flreets, 
« and cans can hardly pafs in winttr." 

Henry was undoubtedly very fond of horfes, and 
fo thoroughly convinced of what advantage they are to 
a kingdom^ that he did every thing, both by his 
authority and example, to introduce and fupport a ge* 
nerous breed, of which the nation was at this time 
fhamefully unprovided. Sir Thomas Chaloner, in a 
I^tin poem^ entitled De Repitblicd Anglorum infiavranday 
1 5 7 9> which he compofed in the early part of the 
reign of Elizabeth, while he was embaJQTador from the 
queen to the court of Spain, cenfures the ignorance 
and folly of his countrymen, in neglefting to pro- 
mote a race of valuable horfes in their own country,, 
which, from the many fuperior advantages it enjoys, 
he fays, was capable of furnifliing more beautiful and 
ufeful breeds, than thofe of foreign parts, from which 
they were fo fond of being fupplied: he reproaches them 
for their want of Stallhnsy fet apart, and kept merely as 
fuch ; and fays, that they had no Horfes^ hut what were 
vile and ordinary, which were fuffered to run promif- 
cubufly in the paftures with mares, producing a wortlv 
lefs and defpicable breed : he therefore recommends a 
ieparation from the mares, which fhould be confined in 

parks 
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parks and enclofures, where they may run fecure and 
unmolefled. Hence he takes occafion to proclaim the 
praifes of Henry VIII. for the attention which he paid 
to horfes, and for his zealous endeavours to flock this 
nation with a variety of breeds for different purpofcs, 
by importing the fineft, both horfes and mares, from 
Turky, Naples, Spain, and Flanders ; extolling him at 
the fame time for his addrefs and fkill in bodily exer- 
cifes, particularly horfemanfliip, in which, he fays, 
this monarch was confummate, and equal to Cajior 
himfelf. From the concurrent teftimonies of other 
writers, and from the time when this poem was pub- 
lifhed, which was not till after Henry's death, there is 
^eat reafon to think thefe praifes were fincere, unlefs 
the author may be thought to have complimented 
E/izabeib in the commendations he fo lavifhly beflows 
upon her father ; which mode of panegyrick may be 
termed flattery once removed. 

Nor was this monarch only folicitous to introduce 
and cftablifh a generous and ferviceable breed of horfes 
in the kingdom, but he extended his cares farther, 
and endeavoured to make his plan ftill more ufefiil, by 
providing experienced and fkilful pcrfons to prefide in 
his ttables, and fpread by their means the rules and 
elements of horferhanfliip through the nation. This 
ufeful and Becoming art, as the Duke of Newcaflle 
fays, began, or rather revived, about this time in Na- 
ppies. The perfon who iii-ft taught it there was named 
PignstclU. Henry invited two Italians, who had been 

I his 
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his fchokrs, into England, and placed them in his fer- 
rice; From one of thefe were defcended the JUxandfrs^ 
who were riding-mailers, mentioned likewife by the 
Duke, and who£e fcholars filled the kingdom with 
horfemen. 

The King likewife had an Italian farrier, named 
Hannibalet who was looked up to by his £ngli0i brethren 
as an oracle y and who did not difcover great myfterles,. 
but yet taught them more than they knew before. 

Sir Fbilip Sydney t in Elizabeth's reign, introduced the 
Signers Prafpero and Romano. Robert Dudley, Earl of 
Leicefter, and Mafter of the Horfe to the Queen, re- 
tained in his iervice an Italian horfeman, whofe name 
was Ciaudio Qurtio. He wrote a book on the Jrt^ which 
is ftill extant. Thefe, and fome who came afterwards, 
at different intervals,, formed many horfemen, and 
laid the foundation of the Manege in England. 

Nothing remarkable concerning horfes happened in 
tiie (hort reign of Edward VI. but it appears from an 
aA of parliament, made in the firft year of his reign,, 
that horfes were highly valued j for this adt coniiders 
the Healing of them among the blacked crimes, and 
takes away the benefit of clergy from horfe-ftealers, to- 
gether with thofe convi*Sted oi Hmifebreaking^ Sacrilege^ and 
Murder. All other offences and felonies indeed, except 
treafon, were afterwards entitled to this benefit, though, 
excluded, by later a«5ts of parliament *. 



* Obfervat. on the Stat. p. 464, 3d edit. 
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By thefe prudent and judicious meafures, the 
Englifli breed of horfes was not only improved ini 
ftrength and fizc, but alfo greatly increafed in number. 

The ufe of coaches was not known in England till 
the year 1580 (in Queen Elizabeth's reign) when 
they were introduced by ¥itz-Allen^ Earl of Arundel *. 

Till this period, faddle-horfes and carts were the 
only methods of conveyance for all forts of people ; 
and the Queen rode behind her Mailer of the Horfe, 
when flie went in ftate to St. Paul's. This faihion, how- 
ever, prevailed only in the former part of her reign, and 
was totally extinguiflied by the appearance of coaches. 
Their introduftion occaiioned a much larger demand 
of horfes, than former times had wanted ; and fuch 
was the number of them employed in this fervice, 
that at the latter end of the Queen's reign a bill was 
propofed in the Houfe of Lords, to reflrain the fuper- 
fluous and exceflive ufe of coaches. It was rejefted 
upon the fecond reading: the Lords, however, di- 
rected, that the Attorney General ihould perufe the 
llatutes for promoting the breed of horfes, and con- 
fider of fome proper bill in its room f. 

The invention of gunpowder being known, and fire 
arms generally ufed, the heavy armour fell into dif- 
repute, and a light fort was only ufed : a lighter and 
moreadtive horfe therefore became neccflary, and 

♦ Andcrfon's Orig. of Comm. p. 421, vol. i. 
' -J- Journals, Nov. 7, 1601. 

were 
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were accordingly cultivated and ufed. Sir Jobn Sinythe, 
in his treatife on the good effedls of archery in armies, 
written the year after the attempt of the Spanifli 
Armada, fpeaks of this fort of armour and horfes with 
difapprobation and contempt, and fays, " their horfe- 
" men alfo ferving on horfeback with launces, or any 
" other weapon, they think very well armed with fome 
" kind of head-piece, a collar, and a deformed light- 
'' bellied beaft." 

This was the origin of the light and fleet breed of 
horfes in this country, which became as necefllary 
when the weight of the riders was fo confiderably 
leflened, as the ftrong and flower fort were, when 
heavy armour was worn. 

Thofe diftinguiflied trials of fpeed and vigour be- 
tween horfe and horfe, were not ^s yet eftabliflied and 
pradtifed, in the manner in which they are exhibited 
at prefent. Nor were any horfes kept merely for the 
purpofe of difplaying their fpeed upon certain occa- 
fions, at ftated feafons, and confecrated, like the run- 
ning horfes of latter times, folely to the turf. It is 
neverthelefs certain, that this comparative method of 
proving the goodnefs of horfes, was known in thefe 
times ; and that private matches were made between 
gentlemen, who, depending upon their own flcill, rode 
their horfes themfelves. 

Lord Herbert of Cherbury mentions thefe races, and 
fpeaks of them with a groundlefs and abfurd difap- 
probation. 

Vol. I. B b '' The 
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" The cxercife * I do not approve of, fays he, is run- 
" ning of horfes, there being much cheating in that 
" kind : neither do I fee why a brave man fhould d€- 
»' light in a creature whofe chief ufe is to help him to 
" run away:" as if cheating was incident to any fport, 
or more fo to this than to others i or that a man, be- 
caufe he is mounted on a fwift horfe, muft be a pol- 
troon, and run away. This quaint Lord might, with 
equal reafon, have objected to a man's legs lor being 
flrong and active. 

As hunting was the chief amufement of the nobi- 
lity and gentry, they had a method of trying the 
ipeed and goodnefs of the horfes deftined to that 
fport. 

It was called the Train-fcent, and fo denoininated, 
becaUfe the fcent which the hounds hunted, proceeded 
from ibme animal which had previoufly been trained 
along the fields, and over hedges and ditches, accord- 
ing to the pleafure of the perfon who trained or drag- 
ged it after him. The rival horfes were to follow the 
hounds which hunted this fcent, and give proofs of 
their fpeed and merit, in competition with one another. 
Of all chaces this was reckoned the fwifteft and moft 
trying, hecaufe the Scent lies the hottcft } fo that the 
hounds run all the time at the utmoft ftretch, and the 
horfes muft have been exerted to their utmoft powers 
to keep pace with them. Befides, in this manner of 

* Life of Lord Herbert, publilhed by Mr. Walpole, p. 51. 
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hunting, the fport was always ready, when a fox or 
hare might not eafily be found ; and this way of 
matching and running hunters, in order to try their 
fpeed againft one another, while they followed the 
dogs, was thought to be more cheering, both to tlie 
riders and horfes, than to make them run fimply 
againft one another, or againft T/Vw^, as the prefent 
pra<5tice is. 

There was likewife another ChiKe^ called by horfe- 
men the JVild-Goofe chace, and thus defcribed *. This 
chace is never ufed but in Matches only ; where neither 
the hunting the hare, nor the running TV«»-fcents, are 
able to decide which horfe is better. In this cafe horfe- 
mcn found out this chace, which is called the Wild'^ 
Goofe chace, from its refemblance to the flight of Wild- 
Geefgy which, for the moft part ever fly after one another, 
and keep an equal diftance as it were from one another. 
So in this chace, after the horfes are ftarted, and have 
run twelve fcore yards, then, which ever horfe can 
get the leading, the other is bound to follow wherever 
he goes, and that too within a certain diftance, as 
twice or ihrice his length, or elfe to be beaten up 
(whipped) by the triers (judges) which ride by to fee 
fair play : and if either horfe get before the other 
twelve fcore yards, or according as the match is made, 
then the hinder horfe lofes the match ; and if the 
horfe which at the beginning was behind, can get before 

* Markham's Cavalarice, lib. Hi. p. 1 1. 
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be 1:^5 iiid "^- ?rL I: is vtl- kzLZ^m^ -JzxZ* zh^s -chs££ fill 

In ihe ruroKtLiiLg rci^ cf J--:nzLC hnrJ^zusziihip be- 
gan 10 diiplay zrjd cclirri r:»V-f zdiktc comfidcrably 

than in anv frmrr * ^ i 2:::;iT::r.r rf.2r"fi manv ad- 

diiions sud rLdcenC'Cnrr zrzcz zijt ziEtr^mz naf^frs vha 
laugh: and prs.niJri. i: iLrr'-^b:*::!! 7— -rx. 

l\xbLic races wi~ rjr^ i-Lirk^jiiC- iijd fixih har&s 
as had gixca prx^c? cf i.reriiisr a2x.>nrs became 
knovn and fxnicu?, ^zd zbcz !rcKd m:ai cnlnTared, 
and their pe^gr^^is, as w^ll i? ±jns5 of ibeir pafterity, 
in imiiarioQ, periups cf ibe Arabim imnniT, pre- 
ferved and recor&d wiih £he ^:rexsi cxaibicis. G^r- 
if/A, in Yorkibir*. Crr^-u nixr Lccoxi. and hmdc- 
times ThricoiS:. en Zri'J Chice, wV;^:^. ibeSingiras re- 
ildenr, were ih-e ipccs vbrre ib-e ra^e^ w^ere tzjiu 

They wer^ pirf-rrcacd T^ry :i>^arly uc^ier thiC lame 
rules, and upcn i2ii :in:e principles a? ai preiienc; and 
the horii3 were prepared fcr running., by all die dif- 
cipline fAf^ui. ^'> 1-. sztztzt. jil^jij^ and cicsdhizg, which 
c^mpciei the preien: ly^eni. 

The weighr alfo which each horie was :c carry, was ri- 
gi/ily s/i/oAed, trie ufoal weigh: cf the riders b^ingfiated 
:i .: ^4::r* ^.onei, who were pu: into idles, and weighed 
!/;forc :r.C7 Parted. All, cr the larger part of the moil 
famoo.^ races through the kingdom, were called £/ J- 

Qanhy 
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Courfes, the prize and reward of the conquering horfes, 
hcing^* Bell ; and it is fubmitted as a ConjeSlure^ whether 

the 

"^ Camden exprcQy mentions this, as likewife the cuftom of laying 
large wagers upon the fpeed of the contending horfcs — CalaUrium 
nanus [the fore(l*of GaltrcsJ — Hodie equorum folenni curfuy in quo vj£Ior^ 
iquo Campanula aurea prcsmio proponitur^ ceUberrimum : vix enim credibilc 
quanta bominum multitudo ad h.fc certamina undique ccnfiuat^ fcf quantis dt- 
pofitis pignoribus dc equorum velocitate concertetur. Vid. Camden's Britan, 
fub Tit. Yorklhire. 

It has been faid in the foregoing part of this work, that the an- 
cients were wont, among other ornaments and devices, to deck 
their horfcs with Bells. The following paflagcs feem to confirm this 
aflertion. 

Capijira fijlulofa cami^ quibus appenfa funt tintinnabula, in qua infpi- 
rantes equi vocem tuba mittunt. ' Bulledgerus from Hefychius. 

Ibid, from Euftathius. Fijlulati cami babuere adjunSa tintinnabula, 
quibus infpirantes equi foni turn tuba edidcre. 

Apuleius. Phaleris aureiSj fucatis epbippiis^ purpureis tapetisy frocnis 
argeysteisy piffilibus baltbeis^ tintinnabulis perargutis exornatum equum. 

Bulengerus from tlie Greek, cap. 17. jErea alligata fronti cum multis 
tintinnabulis terrorem facit. 

Virgil. Primus equi labor eji animos atque arma videre . 
Bellayjtumy lituofque pati^ tra£luque gementem 
Ferreroiam^ ^ ftabulo frcencs aud'ire fonantes. 

Propertius. Sifrcvna fonantia/cY7rv 

Servict afpcr equus 

From fimilar authorities, we have equal reafon to believe, that Bells 
were ufed as an article of horfc- furniture among the moderns, in this 
and other countries. Cbauccr^ in his Canterbury Tales, fpeaking of 
the Monksy .fays, 

« FulL 
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the phrafe of bearing the Bell^ which implies being 
comparatively the bejij or moft excellent, and corre* 
fponds with the cxpreffion of bearing the Palm among 
the ancients, as a reward decreed to the fwifteft horfc 

*« Full many a dainty horfe had he in ftable, 
" And when he rode men might h\% Bridle bear 
" Gyngelyn in a whittling wind als clere 
•' And eke as loud as doth the chapel bell/* 

Cotton, Virgil travcftied. 
" Mean time queen Dido was not idle, 
" And gingk gingle went her bridle." 

Rabelais makes Pantagruel take the Bell out of a fteeple, and hang 
it upon his mare's neck, which moft probably alludes to the cuftom of 
horfes wearing Bells. The laft, but ftrongcft inftancr, becaufe it is 
very recent, is from Congreve^s play of the Old Batchelor i where com- 
paring a new married man to a race«horfe going to ftart, befays^ 

** With gaudy plumes, and gingling Belts made proud, 
^* The youthful deed fets out, and neighs aloud.*' 

After reading the above paflagcs, and more particularly the laft, 
few people, it may be prefumed, will doubt of the cuftom that once 
prevailed of dreffing horfes with bells. At Naples they ufe themocca- 
fionally for pleafure and parade at this day, and to a fet of coach- horfes 
will add zfeventby hung round and covered with Bellsj which ring 
and gingle, as the horfe proudly moves on. 

However true the fads may be, nevcrthelefs, although I have been 
neither idle nor inaccurate in my enquiries, I have hitherto been unable 
to gain any particular information upon the fubjeft 5 and with refpeft to 
the lines quoted from Congreve, I have been fo unfuccefsful as never to 
find any paflage from hiftory, oral tradition, or any account whatever 
concerning it, although there muft be people ftill living who were con- 
temporary with the author, and may well be fuppofed to have feen and 
known the fa£t to which he fo plainly alludes. 

in 
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in a race, is not more aptly deduced from this cuftom, 
and more forcibly applied, than from the method of 
tying a Bell round the neck of the ^eep, which leads 
the flock, and is therefore accounted the beft. 

This King bought an Arabian horfe of one Mr. Mark- 
bam, a merchant, and gave the large price of sool. for 
the purchafe. He was the firft of that country which 
England had ever feen ; and it is furprifing, confidering 
the feveral expeditions to the Holy Land, and other 
parts of the Eaft, that none had ever been imported 
before. 

The Duke of Newcaftle, who fpeaks from his own 
knowledge, which was confummate, defcribes him 
to have been of a bay colour, a little horfe, and no 
rarity for fliape •, no more than was the famous horfe 
fince known by the name of the Godolpbin Arabian. As 
to the horfe lx)ught by King James, it is to be fuf- 
pefted that he was bad and worthlefs in himfelf, or 
elfe his country cannot have all that merit which is fo 
laviflily beftowed upon it, for its natural properties in 
producing fuch fuperior horfes. He was trained for 
a Courfe^ but dif graced his country, and was beat by 
every horfe which run againft him. This account 
is given by that eminent judge of horfes and horfe- 
manfhip, who feems not to confide in the relations 
given of the Arabian horfes, by travellers and com- 
pilers of voyages, which, from the ignorance of the 
reporters, are generally too fuperficial and extrava- 
gant, to deferve much attention, and never give any 

2 infor- 
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information, which is fuflicicntly clear and authentic, 
to enable us to decide upon their merit, which, it is 
probable, if it could be exactly tried and ftated, would 
not be found to be fo fuperior to the Englifli horfes, as 
it is reprefenied, either in fpeed, refolution, or pati- 
ence of fatigue. 

The fon and heir apparent of James, Henry Prince 
of Wales, had an early and eager difpofition to thofe 
cxercifes, which tend at once to engage and employ the 
mind, form the body, and add grace to ftrength and 
a(5livity. For thcfe reafons he cuhivatcd horfemanlhip 
with equal pleafure and application, and the art would 
have boafted in him its greatefl ornament and fupport, 
had not an untimely death deprived the world of this 
amiable prince, and the Manege of an aflfedtionate and 
zealous protedor. All that is known of him, is, that 
he loved it extremely, that he procured feveral foreign 
horfes, as the fitteft to be employed in it from their 
natural talents, and the gracefulnefs of their motion ; 
and that Henry IV. of France fent an experienced and ^ 
eminent horfeman, whofe name was St. Antoine^' to in- 
flrudt him in the art. There was a riding-houfe in St. 
James's palace, in which this young prince exercifed 
himfelf, and received his lejGTons. 

Several other writers upon the fubjedl of horfes, 
fpeak of his love and fondnefs of them, both in the 
Manege and hunting, and conceived great hopes of the 
advantages which the kingdom would reap from the 
Studs which he formed, and the Races he eftablifhed. 

Hence 
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Hence Withers introduces Britannia thus lamenting 
his death : 

" Alas, who now fhall grace my tournaments, 
" Or honour me with deeds of chivalrie * ? 

In this reign alfo the merit of the Englifh horfes 
began to be fo acknowledged, that many were pur- 

* chafed, and fent into France, where they continue to 
be fo much valued and admired, that a great com- 

* merce is dill carried on, and numbers yearly fent into 
that kingdom, as well as into Germany, Holland, Po- 
land, and other places. 

Bajfompiere f, in his memoirs, gives an account of 
their introduftion, and of the name given to them, at 
their firft appearance in France. He fays, that the 
court being at Fontainbleauy it was the fafliion to play 
for large and ferious fums, and the Circulation being 
very brifk, they called the counters which reprefented 
money, Sluinterots^ becaufe they pafTed and repaffed from 
one player to another, with as much quicknefs and 
rapidity, as the Englifh horfes were known to run, 
and which were called Sluinterots^ from the name of 
the perfon, who the year before had brought them into 
France ; which (he adds) were fo admired for their 
fpeed, that Englifli horfes have, fmce that time, been 

* Prince Henry's Obfeq. Eleg. 31, page 3C8. Lond. 1617. 
j- Memoirs, vol. i. page 206. 

Vo L. I. C c alwavs 
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always employed in hunting and journeys ; a practice 
till then unknown. 

Towards the latter part of this reign it appears, 
that the Englilh method of keeping and ordering their 
horfes was thought fo proper and judicious, as to be 
recommended and copied in France, and, perhaps, 
elfewhere. It is fafeft to houfe and rub an horfe after 
being heated, as the Englifli hunting and running- 
horfes are, fays a French writer upon this fubjeft, 
Surfiect's Tranflation of Lietand's Maifon Rufiique. 
The tranflation of this book was publifbed in the year 
i6i6 i and the original muil have been a book of 
fome credit at that time, otherwife, it is to be fup- 
pofed, an Englifliman would not have thought it 
worth while to give a tranflation of it. 

The reign of Charles was enibroiled and diftrafted by 
fcenes which were brought too home to his own buli- 
nefs and bofom, to allow him to attend to thofe arcs 
and improvements which are the children of peace,, 
and muft be nurfed by leifure and tranquillity. 

This King, like his brother Henry, v/as neverthelefft 
very fond of the Manege, and, according to the tefti- 
monies of Hiftorians, a very judicious and accom- 
pliihed horfeman. 

As an * inftance of his attention to the ^rt of 
piding, confidered in a public and national liglit, he 
iflued a proclamation in the third year of his reign,, 

* From the original in the Coll. of the Society of Antiquar. No. 74. 

2 which 
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which enjoins the ufe of Bitts inflead of fnaifles, which, 
at that time, were ufed in the army. The procla- 
mation fets forth, that his Majefty finding by experi- 
ence, that fuch horfes as are employed in the fervice, 
are more apt and fit to be managed by fuch as fhall 
ride them, being accuftomed to the B/«, than xheSnajfle^ 
be, therefore, ftridtly charges and commands, that no 
perfon (other than fuch only as his Majefty, in refpedt 
of their attendance on his royal perfon, in times of 
Difport, or othewife, (hall licence thereunto) fhall in 
riding ufe any Snaffles^ but Bins only. 

This regulation was judicious, for bitts were more 
becoming, and better fuited to the troops, as fnajQOles 
are in general fitter for times of Difport^ by which (it 
is prefumed) racing and hunting were meant, and for 
which they were referved. 

The fondncfs for Englifti horfes among the French, 
which began in the preceding reign, continued in this, 
and the Englifli underftood the merit of their own 
horfes fo well, as to be prudently jealous of their ex- 
portation, and encreafe in the French dominions, as 
appears from the following extraA from the lately 
printed journals of the Houfe of Lords ; viz. 

<* Die Sabbati 26 Die Juliij i6j^s* I^om. Proc. 

" It was moved, at the requcft of the French agent, 
** that a pafs may be granted, for tranfporting twelve 
« horfes and two mares into France for the Duke of 
" Orleans : and it is ordered, that he (hall have leave to 

C c 2 " tranfport 
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** tranfport twelve horfes, but no mares ^ as there is a 
•* ftatutc againft it; and the conatrrencc of the Houfe 
*• of Commons is defircd therein." 

In fpite, however, of this jealoufy and flriAnefs, not 
to let Englifh horfes be fent into France, it ihould feem 
that there was no unwillixignefs to let foreign horfes 
be brought into England ; for we find that this Prince, 
in the fixth year of his reign, granted a fpecial licence 
to William Smith, and others, to import horfes, mares, 
and geldings into this kingdom: the faid William 
Smith, and others, are alfo enjoined to import CoaclH 
korfesy Coacb-maresj and coach-geldings, which are not 
to be under fourteen hands in height, nor under the 
age of three years, nor exceeding feven*: and from 
the frequent importation of horfes by our kings, it 
feems probable, that they fet a greater value upon fo- 
reign horfes, than on thofe of their own country; 
and there ar« not the leaft traces of the Englifh horfes 
being efteemed in the early parts of Rymers Colleftion-. 

We learn likewife from a memorial prefented to 
Charles by Sir Edward Harwood f, touching the ftate of 
the kingdom, that there was a great deficiency of good 
and ftout horfes for its defence, -infomuch that it was 
a queftion if it could have furniflied 2000, that would 
have been equal to 2000 French: the caufe of this 

• Rymer, vol. 8. p. 131. 

-^ Harleian Mifc. vol. 4, p. 260. 

evil, 
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evil, the memorialift takes to have been, the ftrong 
addition which the nation had to racing and hunting 
horfes, which, for the fake of fwiftnefs, were all of a 
lighter and weaker mould ; and he propofes, as a re- 
medy of this grievance (and moft infallible it would 
have been), that noblemen and gentlemen, inftead of 
making races for Bells * (as before mentioned), fhould 
keep ftronger horfes, which might be fit for war, and 
train them and their riders in military exercifes. This 
wholefome advice would probably have been purfued ; 
but the remainder of the reign was fo ftormy, that 
men were forced to fell the paflure, to buy the fleed, 
and no regard could be paid to any improvement or 
ufeful defign, the advancement of which generally de- 
mands much preparation, and fofter times than this 
period was able to boaft. 

When Charles IL was reftored, the arts, fciences and 
pleafures followed in his train, and were reftored to a 
nation, from which the troubles of the preceding 
reign, and of Cromwell's Interregnum^ had driven them 
away. This pleafure-loving monarch greatly encou- 
raged that branch of riding, which is called Racing. 

• About the latter end of this King's reign, it was cuftomary to 
have races performed in Hyde- Park. This appears from a comedy 
called the Merry Beggars^ or Jovial Crew^ written in the year 1 64 1— 
** Shall we make a fling to London (fays one of the charafters of the 
'* piecc)^ and fee how the fpring appears there in the Spring Garden, 
** and in Hyde-Park, to fee the Races^ horfe and foot.*' 

Dodflefs ColUmon of Old Plays. 

He 
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He gave public rewards and prizes^ and delighted to 
be a witnefs of the contefts of the courfe ; and when 
relident at IVindforj had races run at Datchet Mead ; but 
the moft diftinguiflied fpot for thefe trials was New^ 
market J which, from the fitnefs of the ground, was firft 
<hofen, and has ever fince been facred to thefe Spwts^ 
which aie ftill as fuperior in England, as thofe of 
Olympia are faid to have been in Greece *. 

The glory of this place now burft out in the 
brighteft fplendor. The king ufcd to honour the 
races with his prefence, and eflabliihed an houfe for 
his reception. He condefcended fo ^ as to be a 

* Long before the inftitution of races, this chofen piece of ground 
was frequently honoured by the prefence of thofe kings who loved 
hunting, it being remarkably favourable to that fport. The manfion 
now called the King*s-Houfe^ was their refidepce, whm they went to 
Newmarket for the purpoie of bunting ; and it was not till tatat time 
before the troubles of the reign of Charles I. that this trad was deftincd 
to h£.an horfe-courfe j but the races eftablifhed here felt the miferies of 
the times, were difcontinued during the civil wars, nor revived till the 
reftoration of thefon and fucceflbrof the monarch who had firft diftiii* 
guifhed and proteded them. It ihould feem likewife^ from the follow- 
ing extraft, that the fcience of racing was well underllood in this reign, 
and advanced to a degree, almoft equal to the refinement of thefe en- 
lightened times. Mejfuurs Hamilton envoyerent (fays the author) des 
CbevauPt a M. le Due di Cbevreufe^ pour aHcr voir la eourfe de Monjteur 
Germain neveu de Milord St. Alban^ le quel fur un fetit cheval noir fut en 
55 minutes a neufmilles loix du lieu dont ilpartii^ et on il revint ; ^ bien 
qu^en une beure (moins cinque minutes) il Jit i8 millesy et gagna la gageure 
qtCU avoitfait. Un autre en mefme terns fit vingt milles^ et vcuku de gager de 
refairea Vinftant la mefme cbofefur le meme cbevaL 

Monconny's Travels, tome 2. page 23. 

Can^ 
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Candidate^ kept and entered horfcs in his own name, 
and by his attention and generofity, added dignity, 
importance, and luftre to the inftitution, over which 
he prcfided. Bellsy the ancient rewards of fwiftnefs, 
were now no longer given, but in their ftead a filver 
Bowl or Cup^ of the value of one hundred guineas. 
Upon this royal gift, the exploits of the fuccefsful 
horfe, and his pedigree, were generally engraved, to* 
publifh and perpetuate his feme y and feveral of thefe 
trophies are now in the pofleffion of different people^ 
The cuftom of keeping race horfes at Newmarket is ftill 
continued by the fucceffors of this king j but the fum 
of one hundred guineas is given in the room of the 
filver bowl *. Ovaries is rcprefented by the duke of 
Newcaftle, as having had much knowledge in horfes, 
and as an experienced and able rider f. In his reign, 
the aft of Henry VII. before recited, for prohibiting the 
exportation of horfes, was repealed, and another 
palled, by which horfes were permitted to be fent 
abroad, upon paying a duty of five fhillings each. 

James the fecond has the honourable tellimony of 
the above-mentioned duke of Newcaftle, as being a 
good horfeman j but his reign was too unquiet and; 

* It is difficult to reconcile this charafter with an account of Charle*? 
given by the above- cited author. " Jc paflTai par Ics ecuriea du roy, 
qui font fort trial garnies^ auffi n'aime t'il point les chevaux du manege. 

P-35- 

-f- Some allowance is due to the duke of Newcaftle from his con- 
nexion and fituation* 
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fliort, to have allowed him to difcover bis fentimcnts 
and inclinations upon the fubjedt of horfes — All that 
is known farther of him, is, that he loved hunting, 
and for that purpofe preferred Englifli horfes, of 
which he had fcveral always in his flables in France ; 
and expreflcd a peculiar fausfadlion in having them, 
and that at a time, and in a fituation, in which it is 
natural to think, they were rather likely to have given 
him uneafinefs and mortification, than to have afforded 
him pleafure. 

When JVilliam III. was advanced to the throne, he 
not only added to the plates given to different places in 
the kingdom, but rendered a more neceffary and im- 
portant fervice to the nation : he founded an Jcademy 
for riding, and invited from France a very capable 
and experienced horfeman, Major Foubert, to preiide 
over it. 

It is to be prefumed, that this prince muft have ob- 
ferved that a general difregard to the art, and almoft 
a total ignorance of its principles prevailed at this time 
throughout the nation ; and he no fooner was fenfible 
of the difeafe, than he appHed the remedy, and did^ 
at leaft in his prudent and generous intentions, what 
fo long had been wanting in the plan of his predecef- 
fors, to render it confident and cffecflual. It is afto- 
nifliing to think how this work, fo immediately ne- 
ceffary, could have been deferred fo long ; and that 
while rewards vvere given, publick trials appointed, 
and laws enacted, to promote an ufcful and generous 

breed 
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breed of horfes, no ftep lliould have been taken on 
the other hand to qualify and inflruft the youth of 
the kingdom in the fuperiour art of riding : for the 
getting upon the back of an horfe, to be conveyed from 
one place to another, without knowing what the ani- 
mal is enabled by nature, art, and pradlice to perform, 
is not Riding: the knowledge and utility of which 
confifls in being able to difcem, and dextrous to em- 
ploy the means by which the horfe may be brought 
to execute what the rider requires of him, with pro- 
priety, readinefs, and fafety j and this knowledge in 
the man, and obedience in the horfe, like foul and 
body, Ihould be fo intimately connected, as to form 
One Perfe^ JVboJe ; this union being fo indifpenfably ne- 
ceflary, that where it is not, there is no meaning be- 
tween the man and horfe, they talk diflferent lan- 
guages, and all is confufion. — ^While many and fatal 
mifchief s may enfue j the man may be wedged in the 
timber which he ftrives to rend, and fall the vi^5lim 
of his own ignorance and raihnefs. 

Queen Anne continued the bounty of her predc- 
CeiTors, with the addition of feveral Plates. Her royal 
confort George prince of Denmark is faid to have been 
remarkably fond of horfe-races, and to have obtained 
from the queen the grants of feveral plates, allotted to 
diflferent places. The author of a work in 12 mo. re- 
lacing to the antiquity and progrefs of horfe-races, &c. 
printed in the year 1769, fays, that in the reign of this 
princefs, gentlemen bred their horfes fo fine, for the 

Vol. I. Dd foke 
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fake of fpeed only, that they became quite ufelefs^ 
when a public fpirited gentleman obfervipg this error, 
left thirteen hundred guineas, for thirteen plates, to 
be run for at fuch places as the crown fhould appoipt, 
whence they were, called royal plates ; upon condi- 
tion, that each horfe fliould carry twelve flones weigh^ 
the beft of three heats aver a four-mile. coUrfe,: no 
authority, however, is cited to fupport this accouijt, 
and the regifters of the lord chamberlains, 2X tjie 
Jewel-office, and of the king's mafter of , the horfe, 
evince the contrary, and prove the plates tohtfalefythc 
royal bounty. - • . .. . ..,,: 

George the Firft, towards the end of. his reign, diP- 
continued the Plates, and gave the fum of one hun- 
dred guineas in their room. The royal bounty,, cqp- 
veyed in this fliape^ was certainly more judiciQ^fly 
conferred, if confidered in a public and national light, 
inafmuch as it was more ufeful and efficacious : for,. 
notwithflanding that a nobleman, or perfon. of fc»:tupe, 
might eye the Cup upon his fide-board with a confci- 
ous pride and pleafure, the Guineas will fpeak mpre 
perfuafively to the private perfbn and farmer, as tfeey 
will help at lead to repay the expences of keeping the 
horfe which won them ; and anfwer many other ne- 
ceflary purpofes. 

In the thirteenth year of his late majefty, an aft was^ 
pafled for the fuppreffion of races by Poneys^ and other 
fmall and weak horfes ; by which all matches for any 
prize under the value of fifty pounds are forbid j and 

4 by 
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by which each horfe entered to run, if five years old, 
is obliged to carry ten ftone* j if fix, eleven ; and if feven, 
twelve.— This ftatute had a two-fold intention, and was 
framed not only to prevent the encouragement of a 
yile and paltry' breed of holfes, but likewife to re- 
move all Vemptation ftom the lower clafs of people, 
who cbnftahtly attend thefe races, to the great lofs of 
time, and hindrance of labour ; and whofe behaviour 
ttill calls for ftriifler regulations, to curb their licenti- 
oufnefs, and corredt their manners. 

The Scotch nation, frofla early times, pofiTeflTed a 
breed of horfes which they much efteemed, and which 
were held fo much in repute by other countries, 
that it became neceffary to hinder their exportation, 
by laws dhd reftriftions. By an adt of parliament of 
James the firft, 2d. parliament, chap. 31. no horfe that 
was not paft three years old could be fold out of the 
'kingdom, under pain of forfeiture to the king. By 
* another a6\:'6f the firft parlikmerit of James the Sixth, 
chap. 22, it was fotbid' to traiifport any horfe out of 
the realm, upon pain of f orJFeiture to the king of fuch 
horfe, and' the IDhip^and goods of the tranfporter. The 

' preface of this^ aft particularly npiintions tranfporting 
' ■ ' ' ■ ■■ ■ ' ... 

of horfes to Bourdeimx, from' which place there waa a 

great demand, as well as from other parts, fo as to 

make a fcarcity and dearth. ' 

In the tenth parliiment of James the Third, a juft 

a.nd wife aft wasf pafled, whereby "every Farrier who fhod 

an horfe, and pricked his foot, through ignorance or 

D d 2 drunk- 
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drunkennefs, was obliged to depofit the price of the 
horfe till he was found, and furnifli the owner with 
another ; and, in cafe the horfe could not be curedt 
the Farrier was obliged to pay the price, and indemnify 
the injured owner. — By another a(5t of James the Sixth,, 
pari. 7, chap. 122, it is fet forth, that among other 
occaiions of Dearth of Fidiualsy which then prevailed in 
the realm, there was one particularly hurtful, which 
was the keeping of horfes all the fummer upon bard 
meat, ufed commonly by perfbns of mean eftate, Qnvp^ 
persf (dealers) with intention to make merchandize* 
of the faid horfes, being for tlie moft part fmall nags*, 
and not horfes of fervice, it it ordained that no £ub* 
]td:^ not being an earl, prelate, lord, or great baron, or 
any of his highnefs's privy-council, feflion, or landed, 
gentleman, that can fperid of his own one thoufancfe 
marks of yearly rent, all chaiges dedudbed, fhall keep 
i^ny fort of horfes at bardmc^t yearly, longer than the* 
i^th day of May, nor take them from grafs, before 
the 1 irth of Oftober, under the pain of &>r£&iting the: 
faid horfes, or paying the value of them to the king*. 
By an aft likewife of the faid king, to correft the too< 
great addition to* horie^aces, and the laying large 
wagers upon horfes, it is ordained, that if any man. 
win above the fum of one hundred marks,., the fur- 
plus fhall be given to the poor ;. and if the collector, 
flieriff, or juftices, are empowered to profecme for the 
recovery of the fame, and in cafe of failure or negleft: 
fo to do, are liable to be informed againft, and pay 

^ doubliSL 
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double thereof, half to the informer, and half to the 

poor. ^Ar//^ . ? 

This kingdom, at prefent, encourage a fleet breed 
of horfes, and the nobility and gentry have many fo- 
reign, and other flallions of great value, in their pof- 
feffion, with which they cultivate the breeds and im- 
prove it with great knowledge and fuccefs. Like th^^ 
English, they are fond of Racings and have a celebrat- 
ed courfe at Leitby which is honoured with a royal 
plate, given by hi» prefent majefty; 

The wifdom and generofity likewife of the nobility 
and gentry have lately ere<n:ed a riding-houfe in the 
city of Edinburgh at their own expence, and fixed a 
falary upon the ptfrfon who is appointed to direcSl it. 
This kingdom has been famous for breeding a pecu- 
liar fort of horfes called Galloways. 

Tradition reports that this kind of horfes are fprung 
from Ibme 5/>jn£/Z^ ftalliohs, which fwam on Ihore from 
fome of the fhips of the famous Spanifh armada, which 
were wrecked on the coaft, and coupling with the 
mares of the country, peopled the kingdom^ with their 
pofterity. They were much cfteemed, and of a mid- 
ling fize,. ftrong, adlive, nervous, ""and hardy, and were 
called Ga/louaysj from being firfl: known in the county 
which bears that? name. They are commended by 
the duke o£ Newcaftle. From the care and attention 
paid at prefent to the culture of horfes in this nation, 
ii is to be expedted that it will foon be able to fend 
forth numbers of valuable and' generous breeds, def- 

tin^di 
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tined to a variety -of purpofcs, and equal to all: the 
country being very capable of anfwering the wifh^s 
o£ the judicious breeder, who need only remember 
that colts require to be well nourished in winter, aiyi 
fhcltered from the feverity of a rig9rous ,and change- 
able iky. 

The kijigdom of Ireland has, for many centuries, 
boafted a race of horfes called Hobbies^ much admir> 
ed. and yalued for their ^afy paces, and other ple^iig, 
ufeful, and agreeable .qualities*; of a naiddling.iise^ 
•ftrong, nimble,. well-mpul4^d^j^nd! hardy: — many forts 
of good 9nd £ieryic^able ,hpr£es are bred in this king- 
• dom^ which anfwer the pleafurabl^ and n£cefla;ry.,piir- 
pofes of life: per£c«JtJy- well,, and are capabTe of moi^ni- 
ing the jU^/&/ <ropps very properly. The nobility, ^d 
perfons of fortune .haye^ftallions of grf at rjeputat^pn 
belonging to. them j but chufetp hreed for.thc iWjT, in 
preference to, oiher purppfes j for whicli, perhaps^, ih^ir 
country is hkm Cq -well qualified, from the moifture .of 
the atmofphere, occafioned ]>y excefs of rain, ^d .other 
caufes, which hinder, it f rom . i^oaparting tha^ i^3^^^ 
force, and clearnefs oi. windy fo. neceflary for the exer- 
tion, and continuation .of extraordinary fpeed », fmd 
which are folely the gifts of a ^ foil, and an air m9re 
pure and refined. This country, neverthelefs, is cap- 

• Camden ixf% they arc very jexoellent, and go not as^ qthe|r horfes 
do, but pace very foftly and eafily. 

Camden's Tranfl. by Gibfon, Vol. II. p. 13 12. 

able 
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able of produting fine and noble horfes, if feconded 
by a judicious care, and other requifites, which its in- 
habitants are very able to beftow. 

The horfes of the Ifle of Man are generally lef$ than 
thofe of Ehglaiid ; but as the land improves, fo do they; 
and, of late, fome have been bred of no inconfiderable 
fize. This is the iccouht given of them by Camden^ as 
they we're at 'the tiihe when he wrote. 

They have a particular dwarfifh breed in the moun- 
tains, which are Very hardy, w'hofe ffnallnefs alone re- 
commends them to the pleafure and ufe of chil- 
(dren. 

Thei-e were, (bme years ^gb, a very particular breed 
of tight, ftrohg, and Vei'y littfe horfes, between Pen- 
zance in Corh^vall, and the lizard Point, called Goon- 
elliesy and fo denominated, from a large trad of land 
where they ^ere brefl, kn6wn l*y the name of 
Gomelly. 

in ibahy parrs of that extenfive continent of the 
Weft-Indies, a Variety of horfes are to be found both 
in a tame a Ad faVage ftate. It is generally thought 
tKat the horfe is not an indigenous animal of the 
Weft-Indies, biit ^as introduced by the Spaniards, 
whofe horfes w^re the firft the natives had ever fecn. 
Some learned and curious perfons however have en- 
tertained doubts concerning this opinion, and pro- 
duced weighty and plaufible arguments to prove that 
theie creatures exifted in America before it was known 
to the Europeans. — As a. farther difcuflion would be 

need> 
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needlefs, and foreign to the prefent fubjeft, we will 
leave the matter undecided ; obferving only, that the 
general and more probable notion is, iliat America is 
indebted to Europe for the horfe *. 

The territories belonging to Spain have, at this day, 
a noble and elegant breed, little inf eriour to their Spanijb 
anceftors, which firft peopled this fourth part of the 
globe. — Their incrcafe has been prodigious, and feve- 
ral of the Indian tribes are acquainted with their ufe, 
and employ them to their pleafure and advantage, as 
we find in tlie account of the late difcovery of Pata- 
gonia. — When Sir Walter Raleigh went thither, they 
were in fuch abundance, wild in the woods, that 
the Indians killed them merely for their Ikins, which 
were beautifully marked and fpotted, and' of uncom- 
mon colours. 

All who hav€ feen, or give any defcription of 
them, arc very flowing of their praifes, — ^Commodore 
t Byron fpeaks of them as having uncommon merit, 
and X ^^^^^ ^^ySf tl^2tt the boafted fwiftnefs of the Eu- 
ropean horfes is Dullnefs^ when compared to the cele- 
rity of thofe of South America. One fort of thefe 
horfes, called Jguilillas, not only excel in the amble^ a 
pace univerfally praftifed here, but are fo fuperiour in 
their gallop, that no other horfes can contend with 

• Vid. Johannes de Laet notfe ad diflcrtat. de gentium American, 
origin. Hugonis Grotii. pag. 12. 

f Byron's Narrative. J Voyage to S. America, p. 236, 464, 
Vol. IL 
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them. The author fays, that he was poflcfled of one 
of this breed, which often carried him from Callao to 
Limaj which is two meafured leagues and an half, 
through a very bad and Honey road, in twenty-nine 
minutes, and brought him back again within a minute 
or two of the fame time, without taking oflf the bridle. 
This fpecies is not handfome, but cafy to the rider; 
very gentle and docile, yet full of fpirit and intrepi- 
dity. In the kingdom of Chilij the women are par- 
ticularly famous for their fkill in horfemanfhip. 

The province of New England has a very peculiar 
fort, originally brought from England, which are faid* 
to amble naturally ; this pace they perform with great 
fpeed, and with fuch fafety and exadlnefs, that, altho' 
©iherwife valuable, they are chiefly efteemed for pof- 
£effing this talent, which they exert in a degree very 
fiiperior to all other horfes. 

In taking a review of the flrate of horfes in Eng^ 
land, from early times to the prefent, they feem to 
have been divided but into two general cl^S^z^ which 
may be ranged under two diftindt periods of time. In 
the firft aera, as it was an univerfal cuftom for horfe-- 
men to fight in armour ; the burden was fo heavy,, 
and the fervice fo fevere, that none but large ^ndjiout 
horfes were equal to the tafk ; neither, from the bad- 
nefs of the roads, could horfes of a much lefs fize, 
and inferior llrength, have been difpenfed with either 
for journies, or in the cart. It was therefore the con- 
ftant endeavour of this nation to raife fuch a breed 
* Vq u. L E e as 
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as fhould be able to anfwer the purpofes required 
o£ them ; inftanccs and proofs of which have bceiL 
cited in the foregoing part of this work. This prac- 
tice began about the time of Henry II. or fomewhat 
earlier, and continued till towards the end of the 
reign of Elizabeth ; at which period 1 bound the firft: 
(Era, and range under it the fird Divijimj or clafs, 
of horfes, univerfally called Great. The conflant aim 
of the legiflature was to flock the kingdom with 
horfes of this charaiSter; and although it appears to 
have been difficult in the execution, from the many 
a(5ls of parliament and proclamations to fupport and 
enforce it, yet it is not eafy to know from what 
caufes this difficulty could fo frequently occur ; fince, 
if this country did not naturally produce large or Great 
horfes, ftallions- and mares of a luftier growth might 
have been, and were frequently imported from various 
parts, efpccially from F/andenj Holland, and Qermany, 
from the horfes of which country, the black breed of 
coach horfes (now worn out) as well as thofe ufed 
in our troops, which, in many engagements, from 
their weight and ftrength, have been almoft irrefiftn 
ible, are known to^ be originally defcended : neither 
can it be admitted, that England cannot produce 
large horfes, for the herbage is fo abundant,, and 
the ground fo various, that it can raife horfes of 
the largeft flature, and almoft of any intermediate 
fize, at the will of the breeder •, and it is known 
that the draught-horfes of Lincolnlhire, Staffordfhire, 

Leicefter- 
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Lciccftcrfhire, Northamptonfhire, and fome other coun- 
ties arc the Giants of their kind. The duke of New- 
Gaftle complains that our horfes are often too big, by 
reafon of the moifturc of the .air, and wetnefs of 
the ground : fo that when the contrary efFedls ap- 
peared, they mud have proceeded either from want of 
judgment in the choice of the mare or ftallion, or both, 
or from negledt of the foals, in not fupplying them 
with good and fufficient nourifhtnent in winter, and 
expofing them in a weak and tender ftate to the va- 
rious cruehies of that feafon. 

About the reign of James, armour, being rendered 
ufelefs by the invention of fire-arms, was laid afide, 
and the Great horfc not only ceafed to be neceflary, 
but, upon many occafions, became even improper. 
Lighter and more nimble horfes were therefore brought 
into ufe j and here begins the ara, which comprehends 
the fecond clafs of horfes> called the light or fwift 
breed. 

To encourage and promote a race of thefe horfes, 
proclamations indeed were not iflued, nor ftatutes en- 
acted, but more powerful methods were adopted, and 
employed perhaps with too much fuccefs. Public re- 
wards were given, wagers allowed to be rifked, and 
races inftituted ; which, from the curiofity they excite, 
and the pleafure they afford, always draw an in- 
credible number of fpeftators, fo as almoft to fupply 
the place of an Olympic triumph to the owner of the 
vidtorious deed j and from thefe concurrent caufes, 
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prove a iiioft powerful excitement to fclf-intereft and 
emulation ; too powerful perhaps for the advancement 
of that plan which they were originally intended to 
promote : for, as if jnere fpeed were the only requifite 
in an horfc, all other properties and qualities have 
been facrificed to it j and it is almoft incredible to 
what a degree of fwiftnefs the firft-rate breeds of this 
kingdom have been drained and wrought up ; but, 
lofing on one hand what they gain on the other, and 
iveakened as refined, they become lefs ferviceable from 
the excefs of the very quality which is reckoned their 
chief recommendation : whereas, if ftrength and fpec'd 
were to go hand in hand, and join in due proportion, 
the nation would foon fee a race of horfes capable of 
Ihining upon other ground than a Green Carpet, and 
equal to every fervice which ufe or pleafure can de- 
mand. Neverthelefs, however highly gifted the horfes 
may be, there, are duties incumbent alfo upon thofe 
who are to ride them, without an attention to which, 
all the talents of the horfe, inftead of being called forth 
and improved, will be crufhcd, extinguifhed, and 
nature have been kind in vain. — Thefe Duties are 
comprehended under one head, the jirt of Riding^ 
This art has fo long been neglected and defpifed, that 
one would almoft be prompted to conclude that a 
fatality had conflantly attended it in this country j 
favoured as it is with every advantage for breed- 
ing, nourifhing, and procuring the fineft horfes of 
all forts ; and with a nobility and gentry, whofe 

love 
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love of exercife, adtivity, courage, perfonal endow- 
ments, and commanding fortunes, would qualify 
them to take the lead, and witcb the TVorld witb noble 
Horfemanjhip ; yet, with all thefe high privileges, they 
have fuffered it to languifli, and almofl perifli in their 
hands : for a length of time it has been able to boaft 
but a very few perfons who have flood forth as its 
avowed friends and protedtors. The duke of New-- 
cajile honoured it with his pradlice, and greatly enrich- 
ed it with his knowledge. His treatife is a proof of 
the vaft fcience he poflefled, which, ncverthelefs, from 
the random manner in which it is wrote, the want of 
method and perfpecuity, the redundancy and tau- 
tology in which it abounds, has done juftice neither 
to the art, nor to the ftrong fenfe and infallible pre- 
cepts with which it is replete. Fortunately for horfe- 
manfliip, and for all who love and praftife it, its other 
pride and fupport ftill lives and rides. He never yet 
has thought proper to convey his knowledge to others 
by means of the Prefs^ but, (like the Athenian of old) does 
more than other people write. His Horfe is his Pen^ up- 
on which he difpenfes fuch noble ocular inftrudtions ; 
that if the duke of Newcajile thought himfelf entitled to 
the homage of the Horfe-^md. *, the nobler applaufe 
and acknowledgments of all Horfemen^ muft be confeft 
to be equally due to Sir Sidney Medows. Sir IFilliam Hope 
laid his offering upon the altar of horfemanfhip, and 

• Vide two prints at the head of the book publilhed by T. Sol- 
leyfcL 

gave 
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gave the world a tranflation of a French work much 
efteemed at that time, and rendered ftill more valuable 
by the notes and additions which he made to it. 

The prefent Henry earl of Pembroke, (non corpus Jine 
peSlore) is an illuftrious labourer in this vineyard: he 
has honoured the art by compofmg a treat ife upoil 
** The Method of breaking Horfes ;" and praftiling what he 
preaches, inftrudls the world both by precept and 
example. 

Such long has been the ftate of horfemanfhip in 
this kingdom; but fmce the accelfion of his prefent 
Majefty, the profpecl has brightened, and better times 
begin to dawn. Since this happy event, the Art has 
raifed itfelf a little, and given fome figns of recovery i 
public riding-houfes have been opened, which arc 
largely encouraged, and frequented by the youth of 
the nation : many are called^ and it is to be hoped, many^ 
will be €b(^en. — Several private Maneges have likewifc 
been eredled by the Princes of the blood, fome of the 
Nobility and Gentry y and, to crown all, his Majefty has- 
eredted one for his immediate ufe, where, in his owa. 
perfon, he cultivates, protects, and honours the Jrt^ ia 
fo diftinguiflied a manner, that under the influence o£ 
Ids illuftrious example, we may expeft to fee the golden 
age of horfemanlhip revive, and that men will not 
much longer *^ complain * of the want of excellent 
*< horfes, nor the horfes groan for want of worthy 
«* riders." 



♦ C 
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• Thus have I endeavoured to trace the hiftory of the 
equeftrian art from its earlieft appearance among men, 
but more immediately from its two great fources, Greece 
and Rome. 

The invention of bridles and faddles, the general 
rules for riding of modern races, which are a copy of 
the ancient, and almoft whatever elfe relates to the 
animal, cannot without injufticc be afcribed to c^ny 
other origin. Such as it was received from the an- 
cients, it is thought to have continued till fome time 
in the fourteenth century, when the famous Pignatelli 
arofe in Naples^ who engrafting his own fuperior me- 
thods upon the ancient flock, opened a fchool, and dif- 
played his knowledge to the equeftrian world. What 
additions the Jrt has lince received, and what the ele- 
ments are which compofe it, I will attempt to fet forth, 
in the fubfequent volume, under the comprehenfivc 
title of the Manege ; firft begging the reader's permif- 
fion, to lay before him a tranflation of the treatifc of 
Xenopbon upon horfemanfliip : a work not only refpec- 
table for its antiquity, and for being the only one which 
has furvived the ravages of time, but ftill more valu- 
able, as coming from one who as a General^ Hijlorian^ and 
Pbilofopber^ fhone with diftinguiflied luftre, in a very 
poliflied and difcerning age. 

To this I am happy to be permitted to join a difler- 
tation on a kindred fubjeft, the ancient method of coup- 
ling horfes in a chariot. A method hitherto fo little 

under- 
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underftood, as to have been almoft unknown. — I flatter 
myfelf, likewife, that the reader will be pleafed no lefs 
with the accuracy with which it is fet forth, than with 
the erudition which it contains, and will join the 
honour of his praifes, to the acknowledgments which 
are due from me to Governor Pownal/. 

Fleclit equos curruqae volans dat frcenafecundo. 

Virg. Mn. i. 
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X E N O P H O N*s 

TREATISE 

ON 

HORSEMANSHIP. 

From the Original Greek. 

INTRODUCTION. 

AS it has happened that much of our time has 
been fpent in riding, and we think that we 
have thereby acquired a fkill in horfemanihip, 
we are defirous of informing the younger part of our 
friends, what method we judge the moft proper for 
them to ufe in the management of their horfes. A 
treatife on this fubjetSt has been written by the fame 
&fnon *, who dedicated a brazen ftatue of an horfe in 
the Eleufinium t at Athens, and carved upon the bafis a 

* Little is known of this horfeman and writer, but what is preferv- 
ed of him by Xenophon. — His treatifi quoted by our author is loft. 
He is mentioned likewife by Julius Pollux, Apfyrtus, and others. 

f The Temple of Ceres. 

F f 2 repre- 
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reprefcntation of his own performances. Whenever 
we happen to be of the fame opinion with him, in any' 
particulars, wc fliall not erafe them from our book, 
but deliver them with greater pleafure to our friends, 
as thinking ourfelves more worthy of credit, for hav- 
ing the concurrence of his judgment, who was fo ex- 
pert in the art: whatever he has omitted, we lliall en- 
deavour to fupply. 



CHAP. I. 

IN the firft place, wc will fhew how any one 
may be leaft liable to impofition in buying an 
horfe. 

In a colt that has not yet been broken, it is plain 
that the Shape muft chiefly be confidered ; for, having 
never been backed, he can give but very uncertain 
figns by which to judge his temper. 

The firft part to be attended to is the Foot ; for as an 
horfe would be of no ufe though the upper parts veere 
very beautiful, if the foundation were infufficient to 
fupport it; juft fo a war -horfe would be good for no- 
thing, how much foever he excelled in all other points^ 
if he had bad feet ; for that alone would difable hinri 
from ufing his other advantages. 

Upon examining the feet, firft obferve the Hoofs.-^ the 
thick are much preferable to the thin. In the next 
place, take notice whether they are highy or low and 

flat, 
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flat, and this both behind and before. The hoofs that 
are high have th^frog, or rather the fole, at a^ diftance 
from the ground ; whereas an horfe whofe hoofs are low 
moves equally on the ftrongeft and tendereft part of his 
foot, like a bandy, or bow-legged man. 

Simon is right in affirming, that a good foot may be 
known by the found *. — -The hollow hoof rattles againft 
the ground like a drum. 

Having begun from below, let us proceed regu- 
larly to the higher parts of the body. 

The bones of the Pajiern muft neither be too ftraight, 
like thofe of a goat, for fuch a ftifFnefs in the joint 
would be uneafy to the rider, and the legs are more 
fubje<5l to inflammation ; nor, on the contrary, fhould 
they be too much bent and low, left the fetlock fhould 
be galled, and lofe its hair, when the horfe is ufed in 
clayey or ftoney ground. 

♦ Mon^eur Bourgelaiy in his preface to the fecond volume of Lej 
Efemem Hippiatriques^ reprehends this remark as trifling and falfc ; and 
if our author is to be underftood literally, and the words fcem to per- 
mit no other conftruftion, the criticifm is certainly juft. — Ic may be 
but candid, neverthelefs, to think that 3f enophon could mean to fay 
no more than that the feet, if well formed, and in good condition, could 
bear to be ftruck againft the ground fo forcibly as to make it ring and 
found; and that this noife was a proof of iheir foundnefs, otherwife the 
horfe could not bear the Ihock, fo as to make his Beats firm and 
diftinft. 

Sluadrupedante futrem foniiu qualii nngula campum. 

Virg. 

Let 



\ 



222 XENOPHON's TREATISE 

Let the bones of the leg be large j they are the pil- 
lars of the body; yet not over-burdened with veins or 
flefli *; for in going upon rough grounds, it happens 
that a defluxion of blood and hard tumours are brought 
on, the legs grow large and fwolen, and the fkin 
widens ; which having once loft its tightnefs, the Fibvla^ 
or fmaller bone of the leg, frequently gives way, and 
makes the horfe lame. 

If the colt, in moving, bend his knees f freely, you 
may conclude he will do fo when he comes to be rode; 
for all of them, by time and ufe, acquire a greater 
freedom of motion in their knees. — This is an excellent 
quality, and thofe horfes which want it, are more apt 
to ftumble, and fooner tire. 

The Thighs X under the fhoulders, if they are large, 
appear ftronger and more graceful, as in the human 
form. 

A wide cheft is to be preferred for beauty and 
ftrength, as it enables an horfe to continue § the fame 

motion 

• The author means, that the legs fhould be lean and dry, and the 
Tcins and fincws diftinft, firm, and compaft. 

f This is fo clear and evident, that the rule is obferved by the judi- 
cious to this day. — As it is certain that no horfe, which has not a fop- 
plenefs in his joints, and can bend his knees, can go either with fafcty 
or grace. 

J Thefe are now called the Arms ; they begin from the fhouMer; 
and reach to the knee. 

§ This is owing to the fpace being larger, and the limbs confequent- 
ly enabled to move with more fpring and play, than if they were confined 

in 
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motion of his legs for a longer time, without inter- 
miffion. 

Let the neck differ fo much from that of a Boar^ 
that it rather may referable, the fhape of a Cock's ; it 
fhould not hang Hoping downwards from the chett, 
but rife eredt towards the fummit of the head ; and 
be light and eafy in its flexible parts. — ^The head, in 
general, (hould be boney ♦, but the cheek bones fhould 
be fmall. The horfe's neck will then be carried di- 
redlly in front of his rider, and his eyes be fixed on 
what is before his feet. One of fuch a mould will be 
lead able to overpower his rider, though he has ever 
fo much fpirit, for horfes do not make fuch an attempt 
by arching their necks, and bringing their heads near 
their chefts, but by turning up their nofes, and ftretch- 
ing out their necks. 

It is proper alfo to obferve, whether the Jams f or 
Bars are tender or hard, or whether they are of dif- 
ferent tempers ; when that happens, their mouths are 
generally bad. 

in narrower room; and the maxim is fo juft, that it is praftifcd by all 
hcrfemcD, tbough perhaps unknown to fome, that this dodrine was 
preached and pradifed fome thoufand years ago. 

* That is to fay, the head fhould not be flefhy, but lean and dry ; 
and thefe properties, added to fmall bones, will compofe a lUlU Hiodf 
which is efteenied the moft beautiful. 

-f- I have added the word Bars^ as explanatory of what Xenophon 
calls the Jaws ; although it muft be confeffed that the good or bad 
temper of an horfe's mouth depends much upon the formation of the 
yawsy and the fetting on of the Head. 

2 An 
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An Eye which ftands out from the head, has more, 
appearance of quicknefs, and of diftant fight, than one 
which looks hollow, andfeems to be funk in the head. 
Wide Nofirih afford room for freer breathing, than clofe 
ones ; and, at the fame time, give a nobler and fiercer 
look : for when one horfe quarrels with another, or 
grows warm and animated under his rider, you may^ 
pbfcrve that his noftrils fwell and widen. 

The Head is properly large towards the top, and the 
Ears fmall. 

If th^ point of the fhoulder is high, it gives the 
rider a fafer feat, and makes the connedlion ftronger 
between the flioulders and ilie body. If this part is 
Broady the feat is better, and ii is more beautiful to be- 
hold. 

When the Side is deep, and fwelling towards the bel- 
ly, for the moft part,, it makes the rider's feat more 
eafy, and the horfe appears ftronger and fuller of 
flcfli. 

The fliorter and broader the hoim are, fo much more 
cafily he raifes his fore-parr, and brings his hinder 
forwards, or und^r him : befides, in fo doing, his belly 
will appear fmaller, which, when it is large, partly dif- 
figures him; renders him to a certain degree weaker, 
and lefs able to bear any burden or weight. 

The Haunches fhould be broad and well-fumiflied, 
and in proportion to the fides and cheft. 

When 
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When all parts of an horfc are firm and folid, he 
is lighter for the courfe j and confequently more 
jfpeedy. 

If the tbigbs * under the Tail, or Hocks, are diftinftly 
feparated, he will extend his hinder legs a great way 
under his belly j and, in fo doing, will carry his rider; 
with more ftrength and fwiftnefs, and be better in 
every point. — Of this any one may be convinced, by 
confidering that a man, when he takes a thing from 
the ground, ftands with his legs aftride and open. 

The Tefticles f of an horfe ihould not be large j but 
their proper lize cannot be determined in a colt. 

What has been faid upon the Pajlems, the l^s, the 
Fetlocks^ and the Hoofs^ of the fore-part of the Horfe^ may be 
applied to the fame parts beUnd. 

I will now fubjoia by what means any man may 
make the beft guefs at xhtjize of a colt : that whi^h is 
foaled with tM^kn^eJi legs will be the talleft j for the legs 
of all four-footed animals do at no time incr^afe much 
in fize J but the other parts grow fo as to become pro- 
portionable to them. 

• ^ By this wc arc to undcrftand that the Hoch^ which he calls the 
l^bigbs under the Tail^ fhould be at a proper diftance from each other, 
in oppofition to that fliape or mould of an horfe in which they turn in% 
and aJmoft touch each other \ the French call horfes fo formed Crocbu^ 
and we Cat-bammed^ from their refemblance in thefe parts, to the hinder 
legs of that animal, 
f Apfyrtus fays they (houjd be fmall. 

Vol. I. Gg He 
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He who examines the fliape of a colt by thefe rules, 
feems to us to have the bed chance of getting a good 
horfe ; one that is well-footed, well-bodied, flrong, 
handfome, and large. And although it fometimes 
happens that colts alter as they grow, yet we may, with 
afTurance, rely upon our judgment formed upon thefe 
obfervations j for many more change from worfe to 
better, than from better to worfe. 

CHAP. II. 

\\T E will now proceed to the right method pf 
breaking a colt. Thofe who are appointed to 
ferve in the cavalry among us, are men of large pro- 
perty, and fuch as bear a confiderable part in the go- 
vernment of the flate; and it is furely then much 
more becoming the young men to attend to the good 
management of themfelves, and the art of horfeman- 
fhip; or, if they underftand that already, to continue to. 
exercife themfelves therein, without being profefled 
riding- matters ; while the old will be more properly 
employed ia ferving their families, friends, and coun- 
try, either ia its civil or military concerns. 

Thus it is plain, that whoever is of my opinion, in 
this refpeft, will fend his colt * out to be broken; and, 

ia 

* It is to be inferred from this exprcflion, that in our author'^ time, 
if Opt long before,, there were certain perfons who profefled to break 

colts,. 
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in the fame manner, as when one fends a fon out to be 
inftrudled in any art, he will put into writing in what 
he requires his colt fhould be pradlifed, before he comes 
home again. For this will be a diredlion to the horfe- 
breaker; to which he ought principally to attend, if he 
experts to be paid. 

Care fhould be taken that the colt, which you de- 
liver to him, be gentle, temperate, and fond of man. 
Of this the owner may be informed at home, chiefly 
by means of his groom ; who ought to refledl, that 
hunger, thirft, and other things which provoke the 
colt to rage and uneafinefs, come upon him of them- 
felves ; but that he is fupplied with food and water, 
and delivered from what oflfends him, by the afliftance 
of man. If the groom confiders this, and afts ac- 
cordingly, the colt will be brought not only patiently 
to endure and perform what is required of him, but 
will alfo conceive a fondnefs for man. 

Let the perfon to whom his education is intrufted, 
ftroke and rub the colt in thefe parts of his body 
where he is likely to receive moft pleafure ; thefe are 
thofe which are moft covered with hair, and where he 
is leaft able to aflift himfelf, when any thing difturbs 
him. The groom likewife Ihould be ordered to lead 
him through crowds, and familiarife him to fights and 
noifes of all kinds ; and when he is alarmed at any 

colts, and were public riding-mafters -, which proves that the Art was 
much confidcred and cultivated in Greece, even in thofe early ages. 

Gg 2 of 
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of them, let him convince him, not by force and fe- 
verity, but by patience and gcntlenefs, that he has . 
nothing to fear. Thefe are the rules which we re- 
commend to the unexperienced, having (as we think) 
faid enough concerning the methods to be taken io 
breaking of colts. 

CHAP. III. 

T F the horfe to be bought has already been rode, we 
•*• will give fome direftions, which a man ihould ob- 
ferve, who would efcape being deceived in his pur- 
chafe. 

Pirft of all, be fure to know what is his age. One 
who has no longer the marks in his teeth, neither 
affords much room for hope, nor is fo eafily fold 
again. 

When it is evident that he is young, then let it be 
obferved how he bears the bit to be put into his 
mouth, and the head-piece about his ears. This may 
beft be known, if the buyer fees the bridle put on and 
taken off. 

The next attention muft be to his behaviour, when 
he receives his rider upon his back : for many horfes 
will not fubmit, without difficulty, to bear fuch things 
to be done to them ; which being done, they know 
would bring them under fubjedtion, and be the means 
of compelling them to work. 

Another 
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Another thing to be noted, is whether, when the 
ridfer is mounted, the horfe is ready and willing to go 
forward, and leave his companions, if they are near 
him ; but rather hefitates, and cafts his eyes upon them^, 
as refufing to leave them, - 

There are others who, from not being entirely re- 
duced, and made obediient, when they were firft under- 
taken, grow fo headftrong and furious, as frequently 
to run away with the rider, and leave the place of 
exercife *. 

Mouths which are bad, and have loft their feeling, 
£com the imperfection of the Jaws^ or hardnefs of the 
BarSf may be difcovered by riding the horfes with a 
B/V, called the Chain 1[ y but the better method is en- 
tirely 

^ From this exprellion it is to be inftrred, that the Greeks exercifed 
and taught their horfes out of doors, and knew not to avail chemielves 
of the advantage of a covered Manege. 

-Y It is very difficult to form any idea of the author's meaning, with.: 
rdpeA to this word. — The original Greek term, UiSn^ fignifies siCbain^ 
Skackle^ or Fetter \ and a chain» without much impropriety, might be 
gut into the mouth of an horfe, and be ufed as a fort of a j8//, or elfa 
it may be underftood to be placed on the outfide of the mouth, in the 
holjU)w of the Cbin^ or upon the Beari^ as it is called, in the manner of/ 
our bits, or over the nofe, as a cavezon. Thefe fuggeftions, however, . 
are mere conjedure, and as fuch are left with the reader. Theau* 
thor's meaningj^ in general, as to this paflage, is likewife fomewhat ob- 
fcure; for although he tells us that the badnefs of. the horfe's ipouth 
maybe known by riding him with this Cbainy yet he fays, imnriediately 
after^ that it! is better that the method fhould be totally changed; but 
does not inform us what that method is which he wifiies we ihould purfue. 

None. 
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tirely to change the way of working. For many horfes 
do not attempt to run away, unlefs they have a bad 
mouth; or are, at the fame time, going homeward, and 
eager to get thither. It is neccflary like wife to knoWj 
whether, when" the horfe is animated and exerted to a 
brifk pace, he will flop readily, turn back, and obey the 
rider. 

He ought alfo to be put to the trial of his obedience, 
by being now and then roufed, and provoked by a 
blow ; which, if he receives it without refentment or 
anger, it is a mark of a good and generous temper. 
An army which refufes to obey its general, or a fervant 
who will not fubmit to his mafter, are both entirely 
nfelefs ; but a refraftory and difobedient horfe is not 
only of no fervice, but will degenerate into a traitor, 
and bring his rider to deftrudlion. 

As we take for granted, that the horfe to be bought, 
is defigned for war, he ought to be examined in every 
particular, which that fervice requites. — Such as, his 
vigour and adlivity in fpringing acrofs a ditch, leap- 
None of the Commentators take any notice of thefe difficulties. — Stephens 
indeed explains the word Uthj to be a method of exercifing horfes by 
means of a Cbain^ and quotes our author, adding that it was ufed to 
make the horfe turn to either fide ; and then it might cither be the rein 
of the bridle, or rather a longe^ with which the horfe was pulled and 
worked, to make him fupple to either fide ; for which purpofe, it 
might be cuftomary to ufe a Chain. All this, however, is but fuppofi- 
tion, and 1 muft confefs my inability, to give any certain infor- 
mation. Vid. infra* 

ing 
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ing over walls, rulhing upwards againft a bank, and 
jumping down from the top of one. He lliould like- 
wife be tried in mounting up, and defcending from a 
fteep hill, or running acrofs it. — Thefe experiments 
will prove whether his fpirit be good, and his body 
found and ftrong. 

Neverthelefs, it is not to be concluded, that an horfe 
who is not equal to all thefe trials, is abfolutely to be 
rejedted; for many may fail in thefe attempts, not from 
want of fpirit or ability, but for want of ufe and ex- 
perience ;. which, when they have been taught and 
difciplined, will perform thefe exercifes pcrfecflly wcU^ 
provided that they are found, and endowed with coil- 
rage apid refolution. 

A fufpicious and timid horfe mufl be abfolutely 
avoided. For with this cowardly difpofition, he will 
not advance, to charge an enemy ; and, from his fear 
and ihynefs^ may be fo troublefome as even to fling 
the rider, and expofe him to great danger.. 

The qualities and temper of the animal fhould like- 
wife be examined, that it may be known if he has 
any vices, of what kind they may be, and whether he 
ihows them towards men, or other horfes ; likewife 
how he bears being handled or drefled ; fince from his 
behaviour, in thefe circumftances, he becomes valu- 
Able or ufelefs ta his owner. 

A furer judgment may alfo^be formed of his docility 
and patience, to be bridled and mounted, as well as in 
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performing his different exercifes ; if, after having 
gone through his labours, you make him repeax the 
taflc, and begin again ; for, if after having finiflied his 
•work, he will renew and go over it again with cheaiv 
f ulnefs and good-will ; he gives a notable proof of his 
obedience and fubmiflion. 

In (hort, when an horfe has good feet, is gentle, fuf- 
ficiently fpeedy, willing and able to undergo fatigue, 
and, above all, is obedient, it may be concluded, that 
lie is poflefled of all the qualities neceflary for military 
fervice, and will prove moft fafe and ufeful to his 
i:ider. 

. On the other hand, fuch horfes, which, from a cold 
and fluggifh nature, demand much beating and infti* 
gation ; or fuch, which from a fiery and capricious 
temper, require fuch attention as to keep the rider al- 
ways upon his guard, are not to be valued or cfaofen, 
inafmuch as they are not to be trufted, and may ex- 
pofe the rider to great xnifchief. 

CHAP. IV. 

THE next care a man ihould take, after he has 
found an horfe to his mind, and purchafed 
him, fhould be to provide a ftable fo iituated, with 
refpe^: to his houfe, that he may fee him very fre- 
quently ; and to have his fiall fo contrived, that it may 
he as difficult a taik to fteal the provender out of the 
2 manger, 
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mangtr, as to take his own vidluals out of the 
Larder. 

He that negle(9:s thefe things, feems to neglc(5t him- 
felf ; fincc it is plain that, in times of danger, the fafety 
of the mafter is oftentimes intruded to the horfe. — Such 
a ftall is not only fafe againll theft, but fhows alfo 
when an horfe feeds, or leaves his food uneaten. 
When this appears to be the cafe, either that he is 
furfeited, and his body is too full, fo as to require evacua^ 
tim, or clfe that he has been over-worked, and demands 
repofc, or that fome diforder is coming upon him. 
Now it is the fame with horfes as with men, all dif- 
tempers taken in time arc more eafily cured, than when 
they have been fufFered to fix themfelves, and have 
corrupted the conftitution. The fame attention which 
is given to fupply an horfe with food, and to let him 
have due exercife, that he may be healthy and ftrong, 
is alfo requifite to be obferved, in order to keep his 
feet in proper condition. Moid or fmooth floors will 
injure even thofe hoofs, which are by nature good and 
found. The firft evil is to be remedied by a declivi- 
ty, or flope in the floor ; the fecond may be prevented 
by making a Stone-pavement^ each Stone^ of which it is 
compofed, being about the fize of the horfe's hoof. — 
This fort of pavement will cool, harden, and improve 
his feet, merely by his Handing upon it. The groom 
muft remember to lead the horfe out of the ftable, when 
he is to be cleaned and drefled; and after the firft 

Vol. I. Hh ,meal, 
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meal, to remove, or turn * him from the manger, that 
he may return to his food, to his fecond or evening 
feedy with frefh appetite. 

In order that the Stable-yard may bed anfwer the pur- 
pofe of hardening t ^^d ftrengthening the horfes feet, 

let 

• Our method of keeping a large quantity of litter and dung under 
the horfes feet is wrong and injudicious. The litter, mixed with dung, 
heats the feet and legs, and makes the hoofs become dry and brittle. 
Befides this, the horfe is not fo much tempted to lie down at night, as- 
he would be, if it were removed, and fpread under him again at 
proper feafons. The fame error prevails in keeping the rack conti- 
nually crammed with hay, which the horfe being obliged to fmeB 
continually, is brought to naufeate and loath it.«-A certain portion 
fhould be given at a time, of which, if the animal leaves any part, it 
ought to be removed; that by having wanted food for a certain time* 
his appetite may call for it; he will then relifh what he eats, and 
thrive better upon a fmall quantity thus dealt out, than on a much, 
larger improperly given. 

f As much is faid in the preceding chapter concerning the befl: method' 
of preferving the hoofs, and rendering them hard and tough, by the 
means of a Jiam pavement on which the horfes were to ftand when in 
the ftable ; it may not be thought foreign to the fubjeft, to add a more 
particular account of the ancient method of Jboeing horfes, if that term 
may be ufed, for an occafional covering of their feet. Mention is made 
in feme •ancient authors of this praftice. Yet it is certain, that if we' 
underftand the coverings of the feet in ufe among them to be the fame 
as the modtrn Jkoes^ or like them in any refpeft, we labour under 9 
palpable miftakc. The ancients did notjhce their horfes; that is to fay> 
they did' not nail upon their hoofs any pieces of iron, or of other metal, 
in the form and fljapc of the modern bor/ejboes ; but when they intended 

• Catullus, Appian, Pliny, Suetonius. 

to 
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4€t four or five loads of round ftones, of about a pound 
fW€ig\H, be thrown down in it, having -a ridge, or bor- 
der 

CO'dtffend 'thcHi from any thing that might annoy them in travelling, or 
chehardnefs ,of the, -ground, thoy frtftonefi upon tihqir feet, by meaqs 
4if ftraps and ligatures, a fort of Sandal ^^ StOciingj or what we rcall 5^^//- 
Thefe were made of Sedges twifted together like a Mi/, or elfc of Leather^ 
and wcre^Tometimes ftrengthened with plates of iron, and adorned by 
rich and oftentatious people with filver and gold, as in the inftances of 
Nero and Poppcsa. In the colleftion of the late Baron Socks, Pcfles of 
antique ftones, now in the Briti(h Mufcum, there is one which repre- 
"ftnts a foldier binding, or tying, on this fort of flioe, 'v^hich, being add- 
led to other authorities, proves the faft to dcmonftration, as the above 
paflage of Xenophon, and the contrivance of the-ftone-pavement, make 
ut clear that>(hoes were unknown in his time. 

It is remarkable that the Japanefe^ at prefent, have a fimilar kmd of 
-flioes with the common fort ufed by the ancients. They are twitted, 
of ftraw, with ropes, likewife of ftraw, hanging down from them, with 
which they are fattened about the horfc-'s feet, inftead of the European 
iron (hoes, which are not ufed in this country. They are foon worn 
out in flippery and ftoney roads, and mutt be often changed for new. 
For this purpofe, the men -who look after the horfes always carry 
a competent ftock with them, though they are to be found in every 
village, and offered to felc by poor children begging along the road. 

The horfes of Japan are generally fmall, but fome of them not in- 
ieriour in-fliape and fpeed to thePerfian breed. They are ufed both 
for the faddle and draught. Vid. Kenipfer's Hiftory of Japan, tranf- 
lated by Scheuaer. 

I have not been able to difcover in what acra, or in what country, 
the modern art of (hoeing took its rife. The earlieft proof I have 
met with, is the (hoc faid to have belonged to the horfe of Cbilderic^ 
who lived in the'year48i, and is prefcrved in Montfaucon*s Anti- 
quities of France. It perfeftly refembles the (hoes in ufe at prefent. 

t Rei Ruftice Scripw Editio Gdher. 

Hh2 It 
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der of iron, that they may be kept together, and not 
fcattered and loft. The horfe being obliged to ftand 
upon thefe ftones, will procure the fame advantage to 
his hoofs *, as he would, if he went upon ftoney 
roads every day: and when he is rubbed down, or 
curried, it muft neceffarily happen that his hoofs 
will be ufed in the fame manner * as if he walked 

It is to be remarked, that it was a cuftom among the ancients, which 
defcended to the early modern ages, to bury their horfes with their 
owners, and to prefer fuch as were mod valued and beloved. la 
Homer, Achilles facriHces fix to the manes of Patroclus. The grooms, 
or equerries, or favourite fervants, were alfo devoted to the fame fate* 
Vid. Herodot. Lib. iv. In the year 1710, a tomb was dug up at Blaisy, 
. in which were found the bones of an horfe and dog. Vid. Montfau- 
con*s Antiq. de France, p. 14. Vid. alfo EfTai's Hill, fur Paris, p. 
231, vol. iii. 

It may not be impertinent, with reference to this fubjeft, to relate 
the following odd particular belonging to the cattle of Oakham, in 
Rutlandfhire, which is maintained and in force at this very time. This 
cattle was bailt foon after the Conqueft, by fVakelin de Ferrsriis^ 
who, as he gave fix Horfe-Jbots for his arms, obtained the following 
grant ; viz. the firft time any baron of the realm pafTes through Oak- 
ham, he forfeits a flioe from his horfe, unlefs he chufe to redeem it, 
which generally is the cafe, by finding one in its place. The forfeited 
fhoe, or that made in its ftead, is fixed, with the nobleman's name, on 
the cattle-gate. Sometimes they are made very large, and gilt, in pro- 
portion to the fum of money given in lieu of the real fhoe, (which is 
permitted to be done) and great numbers are to be feen on the gate. 
This JVakelin dc Ferrariis came into England with the Conqueror, and 
was created by him earl of Ferrers and Derby. Vid. Brook's Difco- 
very of Errors, in the Catalogue of Nobility, p. 198. 

* Vegetius fays, that the floor of the ttable fliould not be made of 
foft wood, but of folid hard oak, which will make the horfe's hoofs as 
hard as rocks. 

abroad » 
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abroad. Thefe ftones will likewife harden his 
feet. But when fo much pains are likewife taken 
to harden his hoofs, let it not be forgot to form 
and make his mouth tender. This is to be done 
by the fame methods which are obferved to foften 
human flefh f. 

CHAP. V. 

TTTHOEVER underftands horfes himfelf, will take 
^ ^ care to have a groom that has been taught to 
treat them properly. — In the firft place, he fhould fee 
that the knot of the halter, which confines the horfe 
to the manger, fhould not hurt his head ; for, as he is 
often moving his head to the manger, if the halter is 
not eafy about his ears, it may gall him ; and that 
having once happened, may render him lefs trac- 
table, both in bridling and dreffing. Let the groom 
have orders to remove the litter and dung every day j 
this will give him lefs trouble, and be better for the 
horfe- 

He ought alfo to put a muzzle upon the horfe, 
when he takes him out to clean, or for other pur- 

-f By doing nothing to injure or hurt it, fo as to make it infcnfiblc 
' and callous, and then it will naturally be fofc ;ind tender. 

pofes^ 
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pofcs ^, and in general wherever he goes, and is not 
bridled ; iav the muzzle prevents his biting, without 
interrirpting his breaih, and hinders him from exe* 
eating Any vieious defigns. 

The halter with which the horfe is tied (hould be 
fixed above his head, becaufe, when any thing olTends 
his face, it is natural for him to try to get rid of it, 
by toffing his head upwards ; and if he is thus tied, 
that motion, inftead of tightening, will flaken his 
halter. 

In. drefling the horfe, it is right to begin with the 
head and mane; for if the upper parts are not clean, 
it is in vain to make the lower ones fo. Let the reft 
of his body be cleanfed with all forts of dreHing in- 
ftruments, and the duft wiped off the way the liair 
lies. But the hair on the back-bone fhould' not be 
touched with an inftrument, for fear of injuring it, fo 
as to make it unfit to bear the rider. — It fhould be 
rubbed with the hand only, and fmoothed down the 
way it naturally grows. 

* In the original and literal fenfe, it is, when he takes^bim to the 
Rolling-place. It means, that the horfe fliould be muzzled when. he is 
turned out of the ftable into a field, yard, or other place, where he may 
tumble and roll himfelf. The Greeks thought this a wholcfome prac- 
tice, and very refre(hing after fatigue, Apjyrttts recommends it; ^d 
Vegttius fays, when an horfe forbears to roll himfelf, it is a fymptom 
of his not being well. ^'•Let this horfe roll himfelf upon the fand, and 
" then lead him to the ftable," fays a CbaraHer in the Clouds of Arifto- 
phanes. Aft i. Seft. i. 
2 The 
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The head muft be waflied with water: as there are 
many bones in it, it would hurt the horfe to rub them 
with iron * or wood. 

The Forelock fhould be wafhed alfo : this tuft of hair, 
though pretty long, does not obftruA his fight, but is 
a defence to his eyes. Providence certainly has fur* 
nifhed the horfe with it, inftead of the long ears which 
afles and mules have for the fame purpofe. 

The Tj/7 and Mane fhould likewife be wafhed and 
cleaned, that the hair may grow ; for the longer the 
tail is, the farther the horfe is able to reach f, ia 
bruihing oS. whatever may diilurb him ; and the Mme 

♦ This implies that the Greeks ufed Tnfirumints for the purpofe of. 
cleaning their horfes, as we do Cwry^combs j and perhaps the moderns 
are indebted to them for thefe utenfils. 

-f- Thefe obfervations are fo true and juft^ that one would almoft 
think it needlefs to dwell upon them ; yet fuch is the cruelty and ab- 
furdity of our notions and cuftoms in cropping^ as it is called, the ears 
of our horfes, decldng and nicking their tails, that we every day fly in 
the face of reafon> nature, and humanity. Nor are the prefent race of: 
men in this ifland alone to be charged with this folly, almoft unbe- 
coming the ignorance aud cruelty of favages -, but their fore^fatkersy fe- 
veral centuries ago, were charged and reprehended by. a public canon^ 
fior this abfurd and barbarous practice : however, we need but look in- 
to the ftrcets and roads to. be convinced, that their dcfcendants have- 
not degenerated from them ; although his frefenf Maje/fyj in his wif- 
dom and humanity, has endeavoured to reclaim them, by iffuing an* 
Older that the horfes which ferve in his troops fhould remam 4s nature, 
defigned them : . 

ff^Q nesi£r made her work for man to mend. Dryd£k. 

TJic^ 
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is of ufe in giving a better hold to* the perfon who is 
to mount him. 

Befides, the Mane^ Forelock, and 7j/7, are bellowed upon 
the horfe as a grace and ornament. A proof of which 
may be, that Brood Mares do not fo eafily admit the em- 
braces of JJJes^ till the breeders of Mules have purpofely 
ftript them of thefc beauties *. Wafhing of the legs 

The title of the canon is, 

Ut reliquias riiuum paganorum qui/que abjiciat. 

Equos vejlros turfi confuetudine detruncatis^ nares JindUis^ aures copulatis^ 
venim etiam et fur das reddUis^ caudas amputatis^ et quia illos ilUfos bakcre 
potejlts^ hoc volentes, cunSis odi biles reddiiis. Equos etiam plerique in vcbis 
comedunty quod nu'lus CbrijUancrum in Orientalibusfacit^ quod etiam evitate. 
Concilium Calchutenfe. Vid. Spclman*s Councils of England, where are 
the decrees of the council of Calchut. vol. i. p. 293. Sec alfo Collier's 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, vol. i. p. 137. 

** From the influence of a vile and unbecoming cuftom, you deform 
and mutilate your horfes. You flit their noftrils, tie their ears together, 
and, by fo doing, make them deaf: befldes this, you cut oflT their tails; 
and, when you may enjoy them uninjured and perfect, you chufe rather 
to maim and blemifli them, fo as to make them odious and difgullful 
objefts to all who fee them. Numbers of you likcwifc are accuftomed 
to eat your horfes ; a pradtice of which no Chriftians in the Eafl; were 
ever guilty. — This alfo you arc liercby admoniftied to renounce en- 
tirely." 

The French call an horfe whofe tail is cut, nn Cadogan^ from the 
name and title of lord Cadogan, who fcrved under the duke of Marl- 
borough in the reign of queen Anne ; and is faid to have firfl. introduced 
this cuftom of docking the troop-horfes. 

It is thought by fome, that the cutting of the tail diminiflics the fwift- 
ncfs of the horfe ; it certainly does in grey-hounds and birds, efpecially 
in turning. 

* This is a ftrange aflcrtion to come from the pen of fo grave and 
cxaft a writer as Xenophon. The reader is left to form what opink)n 

he 
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we do not mention, becaufe it is fo far from being 
of fervice, that the hoofs are even injured by being 

he pleafes of it ; many other authors likewife mention this particularity, 
which tends only to make the account more ftrange. Julius Pollux 
fays, that the marcs were made confcious of their own deformity, by 
feeing themfelves in fountains and clear waters.— Vid. alfo Anatol. 
Himriargixw, lib. i. cap. 1 4. — Pliny, lib. viii, cap. 42. — Ariftot. lib. 
vi. cap. 18. — ^lian. lib. ii. chap. 18. Notwithftanding this humane 
doftrine preached- by Xenophon, it appears that it was a cuftom among 
fome nations, to Iheer the manes and fhorten the tails of their horfes, 
as we learn from Camarcrius *, who quotes Plutarch and others, in 
thefe words. — Plutarch, fpeaking of the Sicilians, fays. Hi entm vie- 
teres ^eqttis lauro corenatis^ captivi vera tonfis crinibus utebantur. Hoc etiam 
Fazellus tejiatur nonjine caufd igitur frieter infoUtam rem, miratifuni Ifali 
tquitatum Germamcutn Cafaris Mammiliani, quum contra Venetos bellum ge- 
rer€ty quoad plertfque equis Jub^e detottfa cauda mutilaie ejfent : neJderUa vi- 
delicet idficriy ut equi hoc mutilatione alacriores et fpina dorft robujiiores fi^ 
trent. Sic legimus apud Paulum Venitum Tartaros equis fuis, quos babent 
praftantijimos^ auferre filer e de ojfe caudle nodos duos vel tres^ ne equusfif- 
for cm feria$iy et ne caudam nunc bucy nunc illuc fleHere foffit. Turpe nam boc 
judicant. 

The Sicilians, when vidtorious in battle, ufed to adorn their horfes 
with crowns of laurel ; but, if defeated, they Iheered their manes. Fa- 
zellus fays, that in the war between the emperor Maxhnilian and the 
Venetians, the Italians were exceedingly furprifcd to fee the German 
horfes without manes, and with fliort or dpcked tails ; not knowing, 
that this was done under a notion of rendering them ftronger in the 
loins, and more alert. Paulus Venetus fays, likewife, that a certain 
nation of the Tartars cut off two or three joints of the tails of their 
horfes, of which they have a very valuable breed, to prevent the animal 
from moving his tail from fide to fide, and ftriking the rider^ which 
thing they did not apiMX)ve. 

♦ Horse fubcifivae. 

VoL.L Ii wetted 
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wetted every day. One &ouId be ffming too i3 
cleaning the belly} it is troubld^Dine and diiargreeable 
to the horfe, and the part, by being clean, is more 
likely to attract fuch things as may be oSenfive to it ; 
and, notwithftanding all the pains that may be taken, 
the horfe is no fooner led out, than he will be ma^ 
as dirty as before.->-Whereforc, entirely omit k, and 
let it fuffice to have his legs rubbed with the hand* 



CHAP. VI, 

W£ will now (how which is the beft manner o£ 
cleaning and dre£ing an horfe,. and, at fhe 
fame time, fafeft to the groom. If he flands in a 
line * with the horfe while he is deaning him^ he 
runs the rifque of being ftruck i^ the face with hi« 
knee or hoof. But if he ftands fiide-ways, and places 
himfelf out of the reach of his foot near the ihoulder, 
he is fecure, and may take up the foot and examine 
and pick it. This rule Should be obferved in fa»3id<* 
ling his hinder legs. In general, let it be ob^enred^ 
that whatever he intends to do to the horfe, he fhould 
go as little as poflible to the head, or tail y for then, if 
the horfe is inclined to be vitious, he has an advan- 
tage over him. But if you approach him fideways,. 
you have it in your power to treat him a» yoa viU^. 

* That is, if he ftands diredly pjjpofite to the horfe. 

without 
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without danger. Thtitmc is to lie obferved with re*- 
fped to the hiader ]£gs. 

la general, kt it he cri}&rved, dhit whatever the groom 
wants to do with the horfe, he ihould be veiy cautious 
in coming near his head or heels, for, if he is difpof- 
^ «o he f icious, he has die man in his power ; but if 
the man approaches the horfe lideways, he is in a fe«- 
core portion, and cannot be hurt. 

We do not advife the pesibn who has the care of 
conducting an hoife from one place to another, to go 
behind him, becaufe, in diis iituation, he is leaft able 
<io defend him£dtf, and the horfe is more -at liberty to 
difobey him } neither fhoiild he go before, and by 
holding a long rein, endeavour to compel the horfe to 
follow, for he may then be mifiduerous and unruly, 
turn round to ekher fide, get the man within x^ach of 
lits heels, and do him an injury. Nor, when many 
faorfes are led together, is it eafy 10 preyent them 
fiiom interferiag widi osie another. But an horfe that 
is ied by a man going at his fide, is lefs able to do 
hurt, and readier to be mounted on a fudden, if occa« 
Son xe(]]ure&. 

In order to put the bridle on moft conveniently, the 
gcDom Aocdd go to the Nesar fide, and put the reins 
over his head, letting them fall upon his fhoulders. 

Then having the Head^all in his right-hand, and the 
Bitt in his left, if the horfe receives the latter in~ his 
moudi, be has nothing to do but to £x the bridle : if 
he xvfufes, he muft bold the bitt to his teeth, and put 

li a his 
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his middle finger into his mouth, to prefs his Bam .• 
upon this, generally fpeaking, the horfc will open his 
mouth ; but if he refifts, he fhould fqueeze his lip 
againll the Dog-tooth^ or tuik ; and this fcldom fails of 
having the defired eflfeft. 

Let the groom be fure never to lead the horfe with 
the reins, lead he fhould diforder and fpoil his mouth ; 
and obfervc alfo to fix the bit fo juftly, that the horfe 
may feel it properly, without having any uneafinefs 
from it, which would happen, if the bit were placed 
too high : on* the contrary, if it were to hang too low 
upon his barrs, he might get it between his teeth, and 
be able thereby to elude its eflfedls. 

In thefe particulars the groom fliould be very exad):, 
for if the horfe cannot be brought to receive the bit in- 
to his mouth, he is utterly ufelefs ; hut if he is accuf- 
lomed to be bridled, not only when he is going to be 
rode, but alfo for fome time before he is fed, and the 
bridle is left upon him for fome time after, it may be 
expeiSled that he will readily receive it whenever it is 
offered to him. 

It will likewife be requifite, that the groom fhould 
fcarn how to place another on horfeback after the 
Perfian * manner ; fo that in cafe his matter fhould 

be 

• We muft here remind the reader, that the ufe of ftirrups was not 
known, and confequcntly the methods praftifed in the time of our au- 
thor, to get' oh horfeback, were to Vault ^ to mount from an Hcrfe-Mock^ 
Qx: after the Perfian manner, whiqh Volaterannys informs qs was done 

by 



ON HORSEMANSHIP. 24J: 

be fick, or grown old or infirm, he may have fome 
body at hand who can lift him on, or may fupply his 
friend with one who can perform that office. 

But there is one rule to be inviolably obferved 
above all others ; that is, never to approach the horfe 
in a paffion j for anger never thinks of confequences, 
and forces us to do what we afterwards repent. 

When an horfe is fhy of any thing, and will not 
com^ near it, he fhould be taught that there is no 
room for his apprehenfion, efpecially if he has cou- 
rage and fpirit. If this cannot be otherwife done, the 
rider fhould take hold of the thing which is the caufe 
of his fright, fhould fhow it to him, and then endea- 
vour gently to lead him up to it. On the contrary, 
if he fhould force him by blows and feverity, they 
would encreafehis terrors, and the horfe would think 
that what he then fufFers is abfolutely occafioned by 
the thing of which he is afraid. 

The groom like wife fhould underfCand how to place 
his horfe commodioufly and fafely, when he prefents 
him to the rider to mount. It is, however^ like wife 
necejQTary for the rider to know how to get up, altho* 
the horfe fhould not prefent himfelf in the eafieft and 
moft favourable pofture j becaufe one is not only oblig- 

by the help of a fcrvant or flave, who accompanied bis matter, and 
bending his back, his matter mounted from it, and likewife got down 
from his horfe upon it, and thence to the ground. Xenophon men- 
tions this method likewife in his innAPXIK0£.. 

ed. 
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■ed to ufe diffeceat hoxfefi at difereat times, but tvcm 
becaufe the fame horfe is not always eigi^aaUy qiuet aa4 
patient to be momued. 

CHAP. Vil. 

OUR next buiiners fhall be to give fome diredions, 
which fhould be followed by every good rider, 
when he is going to mount his horfe. 

He muil firft, with his left-hand, gently take hold of 
the rein, which is fattened to the lower part of the bi^ 
or to the chain that goes under the chin, handling it 
fo lightly as not to check the horfe, if he raifes him- 
felf in mounting, by taking hold of the mane near 
the ears ; or if he fprings from his lance *. With hi^ 
right-hand let him take hold of the bridl^ ne^ the 
fhoulder, and of the mane at the lame time, that he 
may in no refpeA pull the bridle as he rifes : when 
he makes his e£Port to fpring up, let him raiie Utf 

* This manner of getting on horfeback fronn the lance or fpear, 
has, till lately, puzsled all the antiquaries and connmentatora;, who have 
not been able to give any fatisfadlory account of it. In the colkftton 
of the Pates AHtiques^ belongiog to the late celebrated baxon StatbtXhtrc 
is one which reprefents a foldier as going to mount his horfe by the 
afllftance of his fpcar. The Ipear is planted at the fide of the horfe, 
and has an Htok upon the fhafr, on which the man placinj^ his foo^ 
cafily beftrides the horfe. This, at firft fight, explains the above paf- 
fage. Livy mentions likewile this method of getting on horfeback, 
as praftifed by the Roman foldters. 

6 body 
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body with his lefthafid, and ftretcbing out his righr, 
\i& lumfelf op, for by thus mounung, his figure will 
appear graceful eren behind. Let him keep his leg 
beat, aad avoid couching the back of the borfe with 
hift knee : bi» kg bemg brought clean over to the 
Off'-^i let him diea feat bimi^f up<m his horfe. 

It fitems aa excellent cuftom to prai^ife mounting 
on the 0§'^ *, that he may be able to do it if at any 
fime he ihould happen to Have the borfe la bis left- 
band, and the fpear io his rigla. For this purpoTe 
aoAi»ig more i» required, thai» to do with the left 
parts of the body what was done with the right, and 
we verfd. 

This miethod is aifo farther ufefal, becaufe no fooncr 
18 the rider mounted, than he is prepared to charge 
the enemy, if there ihould be occafion. 

Whether he ufes a Cktb t, or rides upon the bare- 
back,, we would nee have him fit in the attitude of one 
who drives a chariot X, but as if he was fianding 
ered: with his legs foBkewhat aAride, for thus hiS' 

* Aaethtr gem, in the fame coUe&ioo,. ^v«s u« the figore of a foldier '^ 
fianding by an horie in the attitude of a man going to mount him on 
the /ii;it/-fide ; and there are many other ancient imprelSons wluch • 
ftK)w the fame thing. 

N. B, ThiaicoUcQioit if aow in the Briti& Mufotan. 

f It is to be remembered that the Greeks, ii^tead of SadMts^ uftd ' 
&etbs or Hotifiugs, and the lowo: fort often rode without any. 
. I That is, not as he would fit in a chair, but upon his twift or 
fork. 
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thighs will cling clofer to the horfe, and, being up- 
right, he will be better able to wield his lance, and 
ftrike with more force. 

The leg, below the knee, mud hang loofe and eafyj 
if it is kept ftiff, and fhould ftrike againit any thing, 
it might be hurt or broken; but being at liberty, 
whatever it encounters it will give way, while the 
T'bigb remains unmoved. Indeed the whole of the 
rider's body fhould be, above the knees, as pliant as 
poffible, that he may be able to endure more fatigue, 
and be lefs liable, when he is attacked, to be eitlier 
pulled or puflied from his feat. 

When he is feated, the horfe muft be taught to con- 
tinue quiet till he has got every thing he wants, 
gathered the reins even in his hand, and placed his 
fpear in the moft convenient manner. 

Let him keep his left-arm clofe to his fide, which is 
the moft becoming pofture, and that in which he can 
exert the grcateft power. The reins fhould be of equal 
length, ftrong, not flippery nor thick, in order that the 
fpear may occafionally be held in the fame hand. 

When the rider direcfls his horfe to go forward, let 
him begin at a flow rate, for this prevents confufion; * 

If the horfe carries his head low, let the rider hold 
the reins high ; and, vice verfi^ this makes the moft 
graceful appearance. 

The horfe will fooner make his body fupple and 
pliable, by being fuffered to go his own pace for fomc 
time, which will prepare him to be exerted and ani- 
mated 
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mated with the whip. To begin or fet off to the left- 
hand, is generally moft approved : this may beft be 
done, if the horfe, at going off turns to the right *; 
and the fign is given him with the wand or whip. 
He who prefers the Left^ fhould begin, from the Right i 
and when the horfe is ready, and in a proper pofture, 
the rider fhould make the Change^ and wheel off to the 
left. The horfe being thus turned to the Left^ will 
Lead with his Left^Footy and to the Right with the Right- 
Foot. 

We recommend that manner of exercifing an horfe, 
which is called IlgJij t> becaufe it ufes him to turn to 
either fide, and fupples him both to the Right and 
Left. 

The horfe alfo fhould be worked ftraight forward, as 
well as upon a circle, as the change from one to the 

* The meaning of this fcems to be, that when the rider intends to 
go to the Lefty he fhould firft turn a little to the Rigbtj in order to take 
a compafs, and turn the horfe to the left with more freedom and 
grace. 

t This has already been mentioned, but here the word Titin fcems 
more plainly to indicate a chain, which was ufed to make the horfe 
work to both hands, and probably was intended to operate in the 
fame manner as the I/?nge in our maneges; or elfe it might be a Side 
rein, which was ufed according to the hand to which the horfe was 
worked. Vid. Julius Pollux, Lib. i. cap. 2. — ^He and Stevens men- 
tion two methods of working, ftraight forward, and upon circles, to 
cither hand, and cite the above mentioned paffage. Hefychius fcems 
to explain it in this manner ; others think the Ilf^if was a fhackle, or 
chain,- faftened to the feet, in order to form the pace, and make the 
horfe lift his legs, and acquire a lofty adtion. Aldrovand^ 

Vol. I. Kk other 
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other \7ill make him ready in both, atid pkafe and 
relieve him from fatigue. 

It is neceflary to pull the horfe in and fiipport him 
while he turns ; for it is neither eafy nor fafe for him 
to turn fhort, when going faft, efpecially if thd ground 
is rugged or flippery. 

When the rider thus pulls up ^ndfuppons his horfe 
upon the turn, he muft remember to do it with great 
exadnefs and delicacy, and to fit fteady and even him- 
felf y as he may be fure a fmall matter may difcompofe 
and endanger both himfelf and the horfe. As foon as 
the horfe has finilhed the turning, and is Upon a ftrait 
line again, pu(h him forward * vigordufly, and put 
him to his fpeed. Thefe exercifes will fit him for the 
exigencies of war, in which it will be neceflary for 
him to wheel and turn, both for purfuit and retreat, 
as well as to go forward with fpeed and readinefs« 

When the horfe appears to have been exercifed 
enough, it will be proper to let him reft a certain 
time, and then fet off at once into full fpeed again ;^ 
and that to and from other horfes that may be with 
him. This being done, ftop and let him remain quiet 
for fome time, and then put him to his exercife again; 
for many occafions may happen in which thefe prac- 
tices will be ufeful, and infure readi^efs and obedi- 
ence to the rider. 

• This method of working an horfe is called, by the French writers,, 
the Envii d'a/ler^ and is moft ufefuL 

Laflly,. 
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JLaftly, wben the time of difmiiliDg him comes, 
and the man is to alight, let him take heed not to do 
it among other horfes, nor among the fpedators, but 
ia the place in which he has been worked ; in that 
very fpot let him receive the reward of eafe and 
repofe. 

CHAP. VIII. 

THERE being frequent occafions to ride an horfc 
up and down ileep grounds, and on the fides of 
them ; as alfo, to leap over ditches, and upon high 
places, and down from them i it is necelTary that all 
thefc things ihould be learnt and pradifed both by 
man and horfe ; who may thus become a mutual pre- 
fervation, each to the other, and rendered thereby more 
ufeful to the public. 

If here we ihould be accufed of unnecefTary repeti- 
tion, becaufe we have made mention of thefe qualities 
already, we deny the charge : for then we recommend- 
ed the examination of the horfe, as. to thefe particu- 
lars, before he was bought ; whereas now we affirm, 
that a man fhould teach them the horfe, which is al- 
ready his own ; and we will fhew him how it ought 
to be done. The right way then for one to proceed 
who has a raw horfe, and quite ignorant of leaping^ is 
to hold him loofely by the rein, and get over the ditch 
firft himfelf } and thus by leading the horfe, endeavour 

Kk a to 
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to make him leap over and follow. If he will not 
obey, let fome body behind ftrike him with the whip 
or fwitch ; whereupon he will leap, and not only the 
necelTary diftance, but much farther than was requir- 
ed. For the future, there will be no need to beat him> 
for, if he does but fee a man coming behind him, he 
will immediately leap. When he has been accuftom- 
cd to this for a certain time, let him be mounted and 
tried, at firft, at fmall leaps, and put by degrees to 
larger; and juft as he is going to rife, let him be prick- 
ed with the fpurs. This alfo fhould be done upon 
other occafions, when he is required to leap, inafmuch 
as that the fpurs will quicken and animate him to rife 
and gather up himfelf clofely and compaftly, and pre- 
vent him from dragging his hinder parts, which would 
be unfafe and dangerous to the rider. 

As hills and inequalities of ground will often occur, 
the horfe fhould be pradtifed firft to go down hill, and 
fhould be taught this leiTon in foft ground; when he 
is ufed to do this, he will go down more readily than 
upwards. Nor need any one apprehend that his 
fhoulders will be hurt, when they are informed that 
the Perjians and Odrjifians * keep their horfes as found 
and healthy as the Grecians, although it is their cuftom 
to ride races down hill. 

We will now mention what is to be done upon 
shef(? occafions by the rider. When the horfe raifes 

.• A people of Thrace. 

his 
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his fore-part, in order to leap, he fhould lean forward, 
by which means the hinder-parts will be relieved, and 
the man feel the fhock lefs forcibly; and in the mo- 
ment that the horfe is coming to the ground, he fliould 
threw his body back, by which means he will, in fome 
degree, elude the violence of the motion, and preferve 
the juftnefs of his feat. 

When the horfe leaps over a ditch, or ftretches up 
a riiing ground, it is a good pracftice for the rider to 
take hold of the mane *, that the horfe may not have 
the incumbrance of the bridle to ftruggle with, as well 
as the difficulty of the ground. But when going down 
a fteep or declivity, the man fhould fling his body back, 
and fupport the horfe with the bridle, to prevent him 
from falling headlong down the hill. 

It is proper to exercife the horfe fometimes in one 
place, fometimes in another, agid more at one time 
than another ; by this he will not be fo apt to con- 
ceive a diflike to his tafk, as he would, if he were al- 
ways to be worked in the fame place, and for the fame 
fpace of time. 

Since it is neceflary to be able to ride readily upon 
all forts of ground, to have a fure and firm feat, and 

• Whatever notions the Greeks might have of tlus method, and aW 
though it is prefcribed by Xenophon, ft feems to be flatly againft truth 
and the principles of the ^rf. For the bridle, inftead of being an in- 
cumbrance to the horfe, will be of great affiftance, if feafonably and 
judicioufly ufedj and by guiding and fupporting, will prevent hvm from 
falling. 

to 
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to be able at the fame time to handle one's arms dex-* 
tcroufly i the pra<aice of hunting,, where the countrji 
will permit it, i& very proper and commendable : where ^ 
there is no opportunity for this, the following expedient 
may be fubftituted in its place, and performed by two 
horfemen. One ihould aft the part of an enemy who 
fl^ies from his purfuer through all kinds of places, sind 
as he retreats, fling his javelin, and try to annoy him ; 
the other, having his weapons blunted, -whenever he 
comes within reach, fliould aim at him, or if he orer'^ 
takes him, ftrike him with his fpear ; and if they clofe 
with each other, let one of them pull his adverfary 
towards himfelf, and fuddenly pufh him back again, 
which is the way to difmount him. It will then be 
the bufmefs of him who is pulled and puihed in this 
manner, to fpur his horfe forward ; by doing which, 
he will probably unhorfe his antagonift, and efcape 
himfelf. 

If two armies being near each other, a real fkirmi£h 
ihould enfue, and one party ihould purfue, while the 
other retreated, and fo perhaps alternately attacking 
and defending as circumftances require ; upon fuch 
occaiions, it is requifite that an horfeman ihould hatve 
his horfe in fuch obedience, as to be able to depend 
upon him in whatever he may require, inafmuch as 
by his addrefs and docility, he will be enablied to an- 
noy his enemy, and provide for his own {iafety. 



In 
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tn fine, Providence has granted to men the advan- 
tage of coinmunicating their thoughts, and inftru(5ting 
one another, by the means of Speech ; but it is obvious 
this gift is denied to horfes. The bed method then of 
conveying your intentions to them, and, as it were, of 
declaring your mind, is to reward them when they do 
as you wi(h, and to puni(h them when they are difo*- 
bedient. This rule is exptefljbd in few words, but is of 
univerfal ufe in horfemanfhipk 

For an horfe will certainly be more willing to receive 
the bridle, and refign himfelf to his maimer, if he is re- 
compenfed for fo doing, and will leap and perform all 
his exercifes with alacrity, if he is taught to expedt that 
his compliance will be rewarded with cafe and refrefhr 
ment. 

CHAP. IX. 

THUS having fliewn how you are to proceed in 
the choice of a colt or horfe, when you intend 
to purchafe, as well as how they are to be treated 
.when bought, particularly if they fhould be deftined 
for war; we will farther direft what is beft to be done 
when you undertake one that has too much fire, or one 
that is cold and fluggifh. 

Confider then that fpirit and ardour are in the tem- 
per of an horfe, what paffion is in the mind of man ; 
and as he who fays and does nothing offenfive, is leaft 
liable to provoke a man fubjeft to anger j fo he who 

avoids^ 
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avoids freting and teazing an horfe is moft likely to 
make him quiet, and reconcile him to his duty. 

When fuch an horfe therefore is to be mounted, all 
pofnble care fhould be taken not to alarm or offend 
him ; and after he is mounted, he fhould be fuffered to 
ftand ftill a longer time than ufual, and be diredled then 
to go on by the moft gentle figns. Let him begin at a 
flow rate, and increafe his pace by fuch fmall degrees, 
that he may pafs to a quicker motion almoft without 
perceiving it. 

Horfes which are quick and hot in their temper 
like men, are difturbcd by any thing that aflfeds them 
ftiddenly, and apt to be furprifed by unufual fights and 
founds. When you wifli therefore to flacken the pace 
of an eager horfe, which hurries on too faft j and to pa- 
cify his fury, fo as to make him go temperately, or 
even oblige him to flop, you fhould not attempt to do 
it at once, and with violence, but artfully and by de- 
grees, gently pulling him in, then yielding the bridle, 
and playing with his mouth in fuch a manner as if 
you intended rather to win his Confent^ thzn force his 
obedience. 

In forming an high-fpirited horfe, it fhould be 
known that, in order to make him gentle and quiet, 
he fhould be rode flrait forward, and be put to make 
fhort Turnings as feldom as pofliblej he fhould like- 
wife be kept to a flow and calm pace for a long time 
together ; by this prudent and mild treatment, his im- 
petuofity will moft probably abate, and his temper be 

foftened 
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foftened and rendered more tradable. Suct> an horfe 
fhonld be worked with a Smooth and cafy bit, rather 
tlian with a rough one. However, if the latter is ufed, 
ics feveiicy may be mitigated by the gentknefs of the 
liand which liolds it,, and which may make it as cafy 
z& the Smooth one *. 

li any oae, on the contrary, thinks that by riding 
hA icee a great while,, and tiring his horfe, he ihall 
fubdoe his fpirit ; his opinion is direAly oppofite to 
trutlu In thcfc cafes, the horfe always endeavours to 
get the better by main force, andl,^ (like an angry man) 
tlirough the violence of his pailion, often brings irre- 
parable mifcliief upon bimfelf as well as his rider. 
Horfefr of this difpofirion ihould alfo be withheld from 
goin-g at their utmoft fpeed, and upon no account be 
fuffered to run againft others j for the horfe that is 
moft eager to contend, is almoil always moft fiery, and 
lUch contention would encreafe his impatience. 

The Smooth bit is more convenient to be ufed to th€fe 
liorfcs, than fuch as are harfb and Rovgb ; btit if a 
rough one is ufed, the hand of the rider fhould be 
fo light and delicate as to qualify its force. 

The rider alfo fljould remember to keep a firm feat 
upon a fpirited horfe, and to fit evenly and quietly, fo 

* This obfervation is moft juft : it is from the manner of managing 
them alone that bits arc eafy or fevere to the mouth of the horfe j other- 
wife, as the duke of Newcaftle fays, the bit-makers would be the beft 
horfemen. 

Vol. I. LI as 
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as not to difcompofe the animal by the motion of any 
part of his body, and to balance himfelf fo truly as^ 
not to be obliged to lay hold of any thing f to pre- 
ferve his feat, — An horfe Ihould likewise be taught ta 
know the different founds made with the tongue; in- 
afmuch as they are a kind of Jids or diredlions of the- 
rider, and ferve to animate or pacify, according to their 
different Tones. The rider fhould alfo remember to 
perfevere in retaining the fame founds j for were he ta 
change them^ and fometimes ufe one, and fcwnetimes. 
another, arbitrarily, the horfe would be confounded, 
and not underfland him, as he can alone be inftruftedj 
in his meaning by pradlice and repetition. 

If you are to approach an horfe who is alarmed: 
at the found of the trumpet, or any ocher noife, take 
care to do it in fo calm and cautious a manner, that 
yjDU. yourfelf may not difconipofe him, and add to bis, 
fear, but fo as to gain his confidence, and then you. 
will be. able to footh and reconcile him ; and for this 
purpofe,. if you have opportunity, you may bribe him,, 
by giving him fomething to eat. 

After all, an impetuous and fiery horfe is unfit for. 
the purpofes of war^ and ihould, upon account of his 
temper,, be. rejedled. , 

+• It was neccflary to keep the moft txaft cquilitrc of the body, and 
the firmeft hold upon the horfe, as they had not the advantage of faddlest 
and ftirFups, as mcntioncd.bcfore^. 

As.' 
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As for a fluggifh beaft, the bed manner of treating 
)iim will be, in moft inftanccs, to obferve a method di> 
redlly contrary to that which is prefcribed for the 
management of one of an oppofite charader *, 



CHAP. X. 

IF any one wifhes to have an horfc poflefled of all the 
qualities requifite for war, and, moreover, ftately and 
beautiful: he muft take care not to oflfend or harafs his 
mouth, by a rafli and indifcreet hand; and, likewife, 
never to ufe the Whip or Spur^ but with great modera- 
tion and judgment. Ignorant people expe<51: to make 
the horfe appear more brilliant and beautiful by thefe 
violences, whereas the contrary eflfeft is fure to hap- 
pen, for the horfe becomes fo difordered and irregu- 
lar by thefe provocations, that he no longer attends 
to his manner of going, no longer fees the way be- 
fore him; but being interrupted, vexed, and diftrefTed, 
and falling into confufion, hurries his rider and him- 
felf into manifeft danger; and that appearance he will 
make in this fituation, far from being graceful, will 
be very unbecoming. 

• In forming horfes to different purpofcs, thofc who are employed 
about them (hould deal with them as Pbyficians treat difeafes ; viz. by 
Contraries. — A fluggifh horfe fhould be animated and rouzedj and one 
which is of a fiery nature, (hould be pacified and rcftrained. 

L 1-^2 But 
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Put when an horfe is taught to go regularly and 
fmoothly, with a rein rather loofe and eafy, to bear hi& 
neck aloft, and to Curl it fomewhat towards his head, 
he then does thofe very things in which he himCelf 
delights, and takes the greaieft pleafure. A proof of 
this may be, that, when he is at liberty in a paflure, 
and meets with other horfes, and efpecially Marest he 
will ered: his head and neck, raife his tail towards his 
back with courage and vigour, trots high and ftately^ 
rejoicing in his courfe, and proud of himiielf. If 
therefore the borfeman can prevail upon him to ap- 
pear, when mounted, in the beautiful attitudes he na- 
turally aflumes when at liberty, he will make hiaa^ 
become fond of being rode ; and whenever he appears,,, 
he will eshibit a moil ftriking and pleaiing figare to^ 
the fpedtators, from his pride, fprightli&efs, and a^- 
vity : we will now point out what i& icx be done, ia or- 
der to attain thefe defirable ends. 

In the firft place, the horfeman Should be fumiihed? 
wkh two bits at Leaft. Of thefe, let one be imooth and: 
cafy, with large knobs or rings * ^ the other ihould have 
heavier rings, oot landing fo high, and armed with, 
iharp point* or Teetb. When this is put into the. 
horfe's moutli, he will be offended, and diflike it, bue 
will hereby be taught the difference between the two>. 
and be induced to relifh tlie Imooth bit with double 

• Julius Pollux mentions thefe orbs or riogs, and our OSve bits fccm 
to refcniLlc them. 

7 plea- 
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I^IeaifuT^j with this latter he fliould ufually be rode, 
after having had his mouth made and fettled by the 
r^tigb bit. 

If, however, he fhould pay no regard to this, but be 
kard upon the hand, there rauit be an addition of 
JR/*jg-j, to bring his mouth under ftrift command. 

The rough or Sharp bit is made to operate in a 
greater or left degree, according to the IVorkhg of the 
horfeman's hand, and as the reins are flackened, or 
pulled tight. Whatever number of bits are neceiTar^^ 
it is better they fliould be eafy and flexible ; for, when 
an horfe lias a Solid and Stiff me in his mouth, the whole 
of it bears upon his bars, juft as one cannot take up 
any part of a fpit,,without lifting the whole ; whereas 
the other refcmbles a chain, the only part of which is 
firm and hard, which is pulled and ftretchcd ; the rcfl 
is flexible and hangs loofe. 

The horfe feeling this hang in his mouth, endea- 
vours to catch it with his teeth ; and by twifting his 
tongue and jaws about for that purpofe, lets the bit 
drop lower down than it ought. To remedy this, fome 
rings are fattened in the middle* with which the horfe • 
playing * with his tongue and teeth, endeavouring to 

* Wc have a fmall chain in the upfet, or hollow part of our bits, , 
called a Player^ with which the horfe playing with his tongue, and roll- 
ing it about, keeps his mouth moift and frefli. And as Xcnophon hints, 
it may ferve likewife to fix his attention, and prevent him from writh- 
ing his mouth about, or, as the French czWii^fatrefesforces^ 

catch. 
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catch them, and the bit remains in its proper place ; 
and the horfe forbears to try to diflodge it. Left any 
one fliould be ignorant of what we mean hy' jftexible and 
JUjff^ bits, we will explain ourfelves. A bit is flexible, 
or eafy, which is compofed of broad and fmooth joints, 
fo that it may eafily be bent, and every bit is eafier in 
proportion as its joints are large and pliant. But if 
the parts of the bit do not move eafily, it is ill put to- 
gether, and becomes fharp and fevere. But whatever 
. fort of bridle is ufed, the horfe fhould be fe formed by 
it, as to perform all that is required of him, or elfe he 
will not be fuch as we have defcribed. 

The hand muft neither be held fo ftridt as to con- 
fine and make the horfe uneafy, nor fo loofely as not 
to let him feel it. The moment he obeys and anfwers 
it, yield the bridle to him ; thiis will take oflf the ftrefs, 
and relieve his bars, and is in conformity with that 
maxim, which fliould never be forgot, which is to carefs . 
and reward him for whatever he docs well. The mo- 
ment that the rider perceives that the horfe begins to 
place his head, to go lightly in the hand, and with cafe 
and pleafure to hirnfelf ; he fliould do nothing that is 
difagrceable, but flatter and coax, fuffer him to reft a 
while, and do all he can to keep him in this happy tem- 
per. This will encourage and prepare him for greater 
undertakings. 

There is a plain proof to be given, that an horfe takes 
pleafure in going faft. When he is at liberty, he feU 
,dom chufes to go flow, but naturally delights to run 

and 
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and bound along, if he is not compelled to continue 
t longer than he likes ; in which cafe he would grow 
difgulled, for nothing in excefs is pleating either to 
horfe or man. As foon as he is brought to perform 
his exercifes with truth and grace, after a turn or two, 
let him be exerted and urged to a fwifter pace. When 
he is fufficiently frank, andprompt to fet oflfai once ; if * 
in that moment when he is going in confequcnce of 
the rider's aid, he reftrains his ardour, by pulling him 
in to a certain degree, the horfe being on one fide urg- 
ed to go forward, and yet held back at the fame time 
by the hand, his pride and courage will be fo rouzed 
and animated *, that, as it were in a rage, he will 
advance his cheft, fhift his legs, and lift them from 
the ground, but not with all ;he eafe and pliancy that 
is requifite,. and to which he will arrive, when prac- 
tice has taught- him^to bend them, with more coolnefs 
and regularity. 

When he is thus inflamed, and his courage called 
out, if the hand is yielded to him,miftaking the loofe- 
nefs of the rein for a deliverance from all reftraint, 
he will immediately bound forward, exultirig, and 
confcious of his own qualities, as if he had a pride in. 
difplaying his graceful motions and attitude, and 
imitating the manner and gait which he aflumes when, 

* This is what, ia the Modern Manege^ is called the Vnicn^ or putting. 
together, and tends at once to try the rcfolution of the horfe, raifc his . 
AB^imy and improve his figure* 

he; 
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Thefe are the horfes upon which gods and men are 
reprefcnted fitting j and fuch men as are able to ride- 
them with judgment and fkiU, are looked up to with 
admiration. For an horfe in this attitude, is a fight fo 
very beautiful, fo delightful, fo attradling, that it en- 
gages the attention of all who fee it, both old and 
young. No body leaves him, or is tired with gazing 
upon him, fo long as he continues in this moft becom-^ 
ing pofture *• 

However, if the perfon who is pofifeft of fo valua- 
ble a creature, happens to be an oflBlcer, and is to ufe 
him in the troops, he ought not to be fatisfied with 
enjoying fuch a dillin(Stion alone, but ihould endea-- 
vour to have his troop mcnrnted as nobly as himfelf, 
that the general appearance may be more beautiful^ 
from being uniform and alike* Now, if an horfe of 
this kind fliould go at the head of a troop or regiment, 
ftepping, in exaft Time and Cadence^ with lofty aftioUy 
and full of fire ; and if the horfes which accompany 
him in the march, fliould not be equal to him in thefe 
qualities, they would undoubtedly appear mean and 
contemptible. But if they are all equal, and ftep to- 
gether in juft time, there arifes fuch an harmony from 
the truth of their motions, enlivened by their neiglb- 
ing and Blowing, that the whole exhibits a moft ftriking 
fpedlacle. 

* This attitude is known to modern horfcnatn by the term Pefadt^ 

Laflly, 
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Laftly, if a man buys good horfes, trains them to 
ifervice, forms their motions, and prepares them with 
Ikill and prudence, not only for the purpofes of war, 
but likewife for pomp and pleafure ; nothing but the 
irrefiftable power of ill-fortune can hinder him from 
making them ftill more valuable. They will rife in 
merit and price, and he will be famous and admired 
for his talents and fkill in the equeftrian art. 



e HA P. XII. 

TH E laft thing we have to do, is to defcribe what 
armour is neceffary for one who is to fight on 
horfeback. The firft article is the coat of mail, which 
ihould be made to fit the body exadly, and which will 
then be able to carry it: whereas, if it is too large, 
the flioulders alone muft bear it ? and if too fmall, it 
will be rather an incumbrance than a defence. As 
the neck is a mortal part, let a covering like a coat of 
mail be made proportionable to it, it will not be un- 
graceful, and, if properly made, will receive the rider's 
face, when he pleafes, as high as his nofe. 

We efteem the Boeotian helmet above all other; for 
without obilrufting the fight, it moft cfFeftually pro- 
tefts every part above the coat of mail. The breaft 
plate ihould be fo contrived, as not to prevent a man 
from fitting down or ftooping. 

M m z About 
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About the middle, and the hips, and the adjacenr 
parts, let there be a fufficient number of ikirts to de^ 
fend them. 

If the left-arm is wounded, the rider is difabled: 
we therefore recommend the piece of armour lately 
invented, and denominated from the hand ; for it co> 
vers the fhoulder, the arm, the elbow, and the hand» 
as low as the bridle ;. it will alfo firetch out and bend» 
and, moreover, fecures the part under the arms, which 
is left defencelefs by the coat of mail. 

The right-arm muft be lifted up, when the horfe- 
man intends to fling his lance, or ftrike the enemy. 
It ihould not be confined with the breaft-plate, but, ia- 
jftead thereof, ihould have jointed armour, which may 
unfold upon flretching the arm, and dofe upon coo- 
tra<5i;ing it. It fecais better alfo that it ihould be 
drawn upon the arm, as boots are upon the legs, than 
failened to the mail. The part that is bared, upon 
raiiing the arm, ihould be covered with calves ikin, or 
brafs ; otherwife a dangerous consequence might hap- 
pen. 

As the fafety of the rider depends, in a great de- 
gree, upon that of the horfe, let him too be furniibed 
with an head-piece, bread-plate, and armour for his 
fides, which will likewife cover the rider's thighs. 
Above all, the belly and flanks ihould be guarded, for 
they are dangerous parts, and liable to be mortally 
wounded. 

The 
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The bandage, or Girtb^ which confines the Cloth to 
the horfe's back, muft be fo contrived as not to hurt 
the rider \»ho fits upon it, nor gall the horfe. 

This is the complete armour of an horfeman and his 
horfe ; but as the legs and feet of the former will like- 
wife require to be defended, as they will not be fuf- 
ficiently guarded by the covering of the thighs, leather 
boots will be very convenient, and ferve at once for ar- 
mour for the legs, and fandals for the feet. 

Thefearc the deftnjtve arms: a fufficient guard, with 
the affiftance of heaven. With refpedl to offevjive wea- 
pons, we prefer the fcymiter to the fword ; for the ad- 
vantage which the horfeman has from his height, re- 
quires a cu'ting rather than a pointed weapon. 

Inftead of a fpear, which may be broken, and is in- 
convenient to carry, we advife two javelins of cornel 
wood, becaufe a fkilful warriour may throw one, and 
ufe the other in front or rear, or on either fide, as well 
as that they like wife have the advantage of the fpear 
in being ftronger, and more eafy to be carried. 

The greater the diftance from which the javelin is 
thrown the better ; as it affords a man more time ta 
turn about, and recover his arms. We will defcribe,, 
in few words, the right way to throw the lance. 

If a man, advancing his left-fide, drawing back his 
right, and rifing upon his Tbigbs, caft the lance with 
its point a little upwards, it will fly with the greateft 
force, and to the greateft diftance, as well as with the 
2 furcft 
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fureft aim, provided it be in the dirc<Stion of the mark 
it is defigned to reach. 

Thus have we finiOied our rules and inftruiflions, 
founded upon experience, and compiled for the ufe of 
young horfemen. 
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Ancient Chariot; the Exercife of it in the R a c e ;^ 



AND 



The Application of it to real Service in War. 

Thomas Pownall to Richard Bek-enoer. 

AS you defired, in confequence of a converfation 
which we had together upon the fubjedt of that 
ancient armament, the Military Cbarioty that I would look 
out fome papers which I had formerly put together 
on that fubjedt ; I have obeyed your commands, and 
can only fay, that if you think they may prove matter 
of curiofity or amufement to any of your readers, 
they are very much at your fervice, to make that ufc 
of ihem which your judgment fhall fuggeft j and if^ 
by way of explanation of the fubjecl, they Ihould prove 
of the fame ufe to others, which (I conceive) they have 
been to me in the courfe of my reading, the utmoft 
end that can be expecfted from them will be anfwered. 

The defcriptions of this armament, the horfe and 
chariot, which one meets with in the ancient poets 
and hiftorians, referring to a thing of common ufe 
and notoriety, might indeed become to thofe who were 

conver* 
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converfant with the thing itfelf, fufficiently explanatory 
of the peculiar ufes, properties, and adtions fpecified ; 
but, to a reader, in thefe diftant days, when* the thing 
no longer exifts, they are too vague and obfcure, not 
to want a regular, full, and diftin<5t explanation. 

In fearching through the fcholiafts and annotators, 
we find nothing precife and fat is factory, and the draw- 
ings from coins and marbles leave us equally unin- 
formed. — Thefe feldom mark any particulars of the 
harnefs or carriage, or of the manner of joining the 
horfes to it. It was not the intention of the artifts, 
who wrought thefe defigns, to mark the detail. It 
was fufficient that they charaAerifed the fpecific aftion 
meant to be exhibited. Befides thi», their inattention 
in thefe general defigns to the minute rules of per- 
fpedlive, added confufion to indecifion. 

In confequence of this ftate of darknefs and doubt, 
i put together, on a few fheets of paper, all the pafTages 
which in the courfe of reading had occured to roe on 
this fubjedl:, with fuch remarks as the prefent moment 
fuggefted : and I did it with a view of trying how they 
might elucidate each other; and as I foon found, as 
further opportunities occurred to me, that there were 
feveral marbles and coins which afforded fpecimens of 
pares in many particulars of this fubjeft, I form- 
ed the defign of comparing the defcriptions in thefe 
paffages with fuch reprefentations of this equipage as 

I might 
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I might hereafter meec with in coins or marbles^ or 
drawings made from them. 

The refult of this inveftigation enabledme to draw up 
fuch a particular detail of this military equipage, as left 
me in no difficulty of underftanding any defcription or 
narrative which I met with of the ufe or application of 
the chariot, either in war, or in the race. 

In treating the fubjedl^, I ihall avoid that parade of 
literature, which crouds the margin with quotations^ 
and ihall confine myfelf folely to the refult of my in- 
quiries, referring, in my afiertions, to fuch authorities 
only, and in my defcriptions to fuch paflages only, as 
are abfolutely neceflary to the explanation. 

The ancient military chariot had but two IVbeeJs. 
The height or diameter of thefe, in no inftance that I 
have met with, exceeded the height of a man's knee. 
There are fome inftances of thefe wheels being of one 
plain difc, firmly compacted with iron ; but the com- 
mon form was fuch as our wheels of the prefcnt day 
bear, having fometimes four, fometimes fix, and fel- 
dom more than eight fpokes or radii ; the fellies being 
armed or fhoed with brafs. 

The ufual length of the Jxeltree was * feven feet in 
carriages of burden, as well as in thofe of war, drawn 
by one yoke or pair or horfes. When there were more 
horfes abreaft, the axle extended to the extreme breadth 
of the whole rank, or at leaft to the interval between 

• Hefiod, 
Vol J. Nn • the 



27 4 I!)ISSERTATI0N'0'N THE 

the outfide horfe, and that next to him There 
is a particular defcriptioa of this matter in the 
Military Chariot, defcribed by Zenophon *. " They had 
" ftrong compa(5t wheels that could not eafily be 
** broken, and long axle-trees which would not be 
** liable to an overturn." This dimeniion of the 
wheels, and this length of the axle tree, accsouats for 
every action of the chariot, which would be otherwife 
inexplicable ; namely, the driving in full career upon 
all kinds of ground, over heaps of arms and flaugh- 
tered bodies, without being expofed to (otherwife a 
cpmmon accident) an overturn. It is from this length 
that we meet with defcriptions of the axle groaning 
under the weight of two fuperiour heroes. — It is this 
length of the axle which allows room for fuch a 
breadth in the car, as gives fpace for a warrior to 
fland and ac^ on either fide the driver. But this mat- 
ter is put out of difpute by the examples to be found 
in the ancient coins and marbles ; you there fee the 
wheel on the fame perfpeftive bafe with the ouifide 
horfe. The head of the axle was capped with a nut 
or box to fecure the wheel upon it, which nut was 
ufually in the form of a L/Wj, or Leoparcfs head. 

The TemOf or pole, called by the Greeks *Pujuof ft w^s 
fixed to the axle-tree, and tied to it by two ftrength- 
ening cheek-pieces, as at c in^. A, which I have taken 

* Zenophon Cyripoed. lib. vi. 17. 
-f- Iliad, v. 729. 

8 from 
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from profeflbr Scbeffer de -R^ Fecbiculari j this form is con- 
firmed by feveral paiTages defcribing it. The end next 
to the axle-tree is therefore called the fnrca^ or, in 
Greek, Srij^iv^ and ^ittXhv ^vXov. The other end, which 
lay upon the yoke, was called dxpos *, and by Curtius, 
fummus temo ; that the temo was inferted into the axle- 
tree, is plain from Ovid f defcribing the wreck of 
Phaeton's chariot. 

Il/ic frana jaccnt^ illic temone revulfus^ 
Axis •. 

The body of the chariot was fixed upon this part where 
the axis and the temo united, and fo ftrongly were all 
compacted together, that while we frequently read of 
the yokes being torn ojBF from the temo by the violence 
of accidents, yet we never meet with an account of 
the temo being wrenched off from the axis, except in 
the one inftance of the chariot of the fun driven by 
Phaeton. 

At the other end, there was either a hole through the 
folid body of the pole (or a ring affixed to it) through 
which a pin (fet ereft in the middle of the yoke) paflP- 
ed in the hameffing the horfes by this yoke to the 
chariot, as will be feen prefently. This hole or ring, 
{c in Jig. A,) is called by Homer, Iliad xxiv. 272, k^^k^v. 
In the original ufe of thefe chariots, each pair or yoke 

♦ Iliad, V. 729. t Mctamorph. lib. iii. 
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wdr, and in the race, could not have ftodd the violent 
fliocks to Which they muft have been liable, if they 
were not firmly conipafted and 'fixed ; and they appear 
fo to be in all the examplars which I have feen, 

Mr- ProfeJQTor Schefer has defcribed the parts of the 
body of the chariot with the exa^nefs of u mechanici 
yet he has not touched upon the article of the hang- 
ing or bracing it Upon the carriage: nor has he taken 
any notice of the difi'erence above defcribed, between 
the Farade chariot thus braced on^ and the Mihtary cha- 
riot. The form of the body of the chariot is fo well 
knowni that it would be a mere waSe of Words to de- 
fcribe it, and a needlefs expence to give a drawing of 
it. I will only obferve, that the front of the body was 
made bread high, a.nd rounded like a fhield, fo as ta 
anfwer to the driver the purpofe of that defence, and 
was for that reafon called da'zi^ff'xrij or the fhield part. 
The fides of the chariot doped away backwards almoft 
to the bottom, or floor of the body, but diflFerently, and 
by various lines in different bodies. The hinder part 
was open, and although not higher from the ground 
than the height of a man's leg, yet there was fome- 
thing of a ftep to it called ^ufje^vx. Whether the body 
of the chariot was extended in breadth to the full ex- 
tent of the axle-tree, is no where fpecified j I think that 
in no cafe it extended further than to the interval be- 
tween the two outermoft horfes. However, from the 
ufe made of it in adlual fervice, it muft have been of 
a breadth fufficient to allow the officer to ftand either 

on 
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on the right or left of the driver, as the nature of the 
fervice (hould require : oa the coins and marbles we 
find the officer fometimes on the right, fometimes on 
the left : in the impreffion of a coin given by Scheffer^ 
the officer is on the left-hand ; in a baflb releivo in 
the chufch of St. Felix at Spalatro, as publiflied by Mr. 
Adams, the officer is on the right. 

The bodies Hyperteria or Cap/as^ ufed in the race, were 
merely adapted to the carrying one perfonj the diffe- 
rence of thefe are plainly difcerAable in the various 
defcriptions of them. There is in fome of the exeipp- 
lars of the chariots in the race, an appearance of the 
charioteer's being bound or bracqd ii^ by a belt, or 
fomething like it, v/hich may perhaps have been of 
ufe in that cafe ; and indeed fome of the accidents 
which we read of in the race, feem to confirm this 
fuppofition. But this could not be the cafe in military 
fervice, for neither the actions nor the accidents in 
battle, fo frequently defcribed, could have been fo per- 
formed, or have happened, if the charioteer, or officer 
ferving in the chariot, were fo tied in. I refer to fuch 
a(5lions and accidents, as the officers difmounting and 
remounting, and tumbling headlong to the ground out 
of the chariot when ilain. 

The next confideration will be to examine the har- 
nefs of the horfes, and the manner of tackling them 
to the yoke, and of fixing the Toke to the T'emo of the 
carriage. The only parts of harnefs which I have 
met with in reading, or feen in drawings, are the col- 
lar 
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lar and body-girth : the one called * X£T«^y« ; the 
other MxtrxaTuffrn^is, The Lepadna, or Collar^ was a 
thick broad leathern belt, confifting, to all appearance, 
of feveral folds ftuck together, and bound at the edges ; 
fo cut and fhaped as to fit the neck and breaft, with- 
out prefling or pinching in one part more than in an- 
other, when buttoned on. This collar, and the man-^ 
ner of buttoning it, may be feen in the drawing, (Jig,' 
Ca^ taken partly from the horfes over the great gate 
of St. Mark's church at Venice, and partly from a baflb 
relievo in the temple of Jupiter at Spalatro. The fame 
collar, with fcarce the leaft change of form, may be 
feen in numberlefs examples, although not perhaps 
with the fame diftin«5lnefs. 

The body-girth, or MafcbaBfims, (^Fig. C^,^ was alfo a 
broad leathern belt ; this alfo may be feen in almoft 
every exemplar of the chariot and horfes. 

{Fig.Cc.') Both thefe were fixed to the yoke which lay 
upon the withers,, bound to it by xhtfubji^ia, or Jugalia 
bra. The collar was more particularly applied in 
drawing j the latter in keeping fteady, and. flopping the 
carriage. From the manner in which the horfes were 
harnefled to the yoke, no other tackling was neceflary, 
or ever ufed, unlefs fome trappings, or ornamental ad- 
ditions J but, ftriftly fpeaking, the collar, girth, hra 
jugaliay and yoke, were all the harnefs properly fo 
called. 

* Iliad V. 71 J. 

The 
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The yoke or Jugum was of wood, of a length fuffi- 
cicnt to reach from the withers of one horfe to thofe of 
the other, leaving a proper diftancc between them for 
the temo. It was of fuch a breadth, and fo curved and 
hollowed in its form,^^. J^e^e, that the refpedlive ends 
which refted on the Ao(po?, or withers of each horfe, 
might lie there with eafe to the horfe, and with fecu- 
rity to the carriage. Each end of the yoke was va- 
riouQy carved and ornamented. The middle part of 
this yoke was fo curved, ^^. A rf, and hollowed, as to re- 
ceive (the UK^oc) the end of the temo, which was laid 
upon it. In the middle of which concavity a pin or 
peg called by Homer *, s^Cf^^jfg. A j, was fixed eredt, fo 
as to pafs through either the folid body of the head 
of the temo, or through a ring called by Homer x^Uoc^ 
affixed to the end of it. I have taken notice of this 
hole or ring in fpeaking of the temo. When the temo 
was aflSxed as above to the yoke, it was faftened and 
bound to it by the long leather thong called Zsvyo- 
^scTftof, or mejfabos. The length being generally be- 
twixt fifteen and eighteen feet ; that mentioned by Ho- 
mer is nine cubits, or thirteen feet and an half. This 
thong was of crude or white leather, in order that it 
might be more pliant in its ligatures. That thefe liga- 
tures might be fecured againft flipping or giving way, 
the yoke had three or more groves,/^. A ^r, or niches 
cut in it, called of^(paXo/, in which this thong is funk 

* Iliad, xxiv. 
Vol. I. Oo in 
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in the tying. There were alfo aflixed upon the yoke 
hooks or rings, (Jig.Abbbb) called ousf, through which, 
fays Euftathius, the reins which guided the horfes were 
pafled. The drawing in the plate will beft defcribe 
this jugum, for every part of which there is fufficient 
authority even in this paflage alone of Homer. The 
method of harnefling the jugal horfes was as follows : 
The charioteer firflt put on upon the horfes the lepadna 
or collar, and the mafkalifteris, or body-girth. They 
then laid the yoke acrofs their necks upon the lophoa 
or withers, where it was tyed to the lepadna and maf- 
kalifteris by the jugalia lora •\. He then brought them 
thus yoked to the chariot, and laid the pole of the cha- 
riot upon the yoke, pafling the eft6r through the krikos^ 
the hole or ring at the end of it, 'after which he 
bound (Fig. DJ both firmly together, tying them trebly 
or threefold $ on each fide, (Fig.Cd). After which the 
reins, which came from the horfes' head, were pafled 
through the rings fixed upon the yoke. In a bafTo re- 
lievo on a fepulchral urn„ exhibited in Piranifi, there 
is an exemplar of the adl of harnefling the horfes ta 
the jugum. If the reader is curious enough to turn to 
the paflage above cited from Homer„ of which I have 

•f It appears from Homer, in the paflage above cited, that this was 
done in the liable before the jugum was fixed to the temo; but the 
ufual way was, after having barnefled the horfes, to tye the jugum to 
th£ tema, and then bring the borlesto the jugum thais fixed, and tackle 
them to the jugura^. 

\ Homer. 
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ANCIENT CHARIOT. iBj 

-made fo much ufc in this defcrlption, as alfo to that 
in the fifth book of the Iliad, v. 7 1 9, — and to refer his 
eyes to the many examples which he may fee in draw- 
ings from antiquities, (many very fine examples of 
which he may fee in Mr. Adams's drawings from the 
remains at Spalatro ; two in the compartments of the 
frize of the temple of Jupiter, and one in a baflb re- 
lievo in the church of St, Felix,) he will find every 
thing moft minutely confirmed, which I have above 
defcribed : he will fee from this defcription of the 
harneffing the horfes to the chariot, the reafon why 
no traces or harnefs, according to our idea of fuch, 
are ever feen, and why even the pole or temo is fcarce, 
if ever, feen. — Hiis defcription of the manner of af- 
fixing the yoke to the temo or pole, and of hameiffing 
the horfes to the yoke, will explain every pafTage that 
occurs in common reading, fo far as relates to the bi- 
jugx, or chariots, drawn by a pair, or one yoke of 
horfes. 

Before I proceed to the more mixed kind of equi- 
page, I will juft mark, as I pafs, that the undents fome- 
time ufed carriages drawn by one horfe, which had 
Ihafts as our prefent common carts have. Which 
(hafts were tackled to the collar or Lepadna, in the fame 
manner as at this day j how the weight of the fhafts 
and carriage were fupported, I have no where feen or 
read. The only inftance which I remember, at prefent, 
to have feen of this fort of carriage, does not particu- 
larize the manner in which this weight was born. 

Oo 2 Tbc 
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The reader will find the inftance which I refer to in 
one of the paintings found at Herculaneum; it reprefents 
a grotefque, or emblematic carriage, being one of 
thofe fingle cars drawn by a hawk or parrot, and 
driven by a grafshopper. Here, as in the drawing 
from the Tufcan vafes, the fide pieces of the floor or 
Tovos of the body of the chariot continued make the 
fliafts. 

It has been remarked above, that the ancients, in the 
moft early ufe of the chariots, ufed as many poles as 
they had yokes, or pairs of horfes in the carriage 
abreaft ; but this was not always fo, for we read in 
Homer, in the cafe of Achilles's chariot, of an additional 
extrajugal horfe j as alfo in that of Priam's chariot, of 
two extrajugal horfes, I fhall therefore proceed to de- 
fcribe the manner in which they harneffed thofe ex- 
trajugal horfes, when they ufed one or two additional 
harneffed in this manner. It was very fimple, and will 
therefore be the more eafily explained and underftood : 
It appears that the ancients wifely ftudied in thefe ar- 
maments, to avoid every unneceffary matter that might 
become the occafion of embarraffment or entanglement 
in the execution. 

As to the harnefs of this extrajugal horfe, it does 
not appear that any other was ufed (as indeed not ne- 
ceffary) than the lepadna or collar. Fortius horfe bore no 
part of the weight of the chariot, nor was he in any 
way concerned in fl:opping it, but fimply for drawing ; 
and he drew by a trace called ajit;Tf ov, inftead of a pole. 

6 This 
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This oi(j(,7rpoy is feen, befidcs the temo, in plate i 30, of 
vol. I. of the drawings of Mr. Hamilton's Tufcan vafes* 
This trace wis extended, between the jugal horfe and 
extrajugal horfe, from the Ilapjjop/a to the axis. It will 
appear that this pareoria was not attached to the yoke, 
but was limply a trace by which the collar of the 
extrajugal horfe (called therefore Ilapjjopof) was joined 
to that of the next jugal horfe. 

In the inftance of three horfe s harnefled to the cha- 
riot of Achillesy lent to Patroclus^ we read that after Juto^ 
medon had harnefled the two immortal fleeds, Zanthos 
and Balios, under the yoke, he harnefled Pedafos by 
the napijop^o, or extrajugal traces. This extrajugal 
horfe was called, from this particular harnefs, ITapjjopof , 
or, from the long trace by which he drew, called 2£/pa, 
l,eipoioc, or I,eipoc(popoCy which the Latins tranflated fu- 
nalis. 

The effedl of the accident which befell this horfe, 
as dcfcribed by Homer, proves that this horfe was not 
harnefled to the yoke. He fays, that upon this horfe's 
being wounded and falling down dead, the jugal horfes 
were diftradled, or drawn afundcr as far as the yoke 
would permit without breaking, for although the yoke 
creeked with this ftrefs upon it, it was not broken, 
nor were either of the horfes feparated from it. The 
coupling reins, called, by Virgil, concordia Jrena^ were 
confounded and entangled. But the moment that this 
extrajugal horfe was feparated by cutting the trace, 
the jugal pair flood again in their due order, and the 

reins> 
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reins were righted. If the traces by which this extra- 
jugal horfe was faftened had bepn any way tackled to 
the yoke, he muft, by his falling, have pulled both the 
horfes the fame way, and not afunder ; but by his pul- 
ling them afunder, it is clear that he was joined by the 
harnefs to the horfe, and not to the yoke, as I have 
above defcribed, drawing by a trace which pafled be- 
tween this outfidc horfe and the jugal horfe to which 
he was tied. This again accounts for our not feeing 
in the drawings even the body-girth, or any drawing- 
trace on the outfide horfe of the quadriga^ in thofe 
cafes where extrajugal horfes were ufed. 

Neftor alfo had an extrajugal horfe in his chariot, 
which Paris killed; and being flain, the old man, in 
like manner, difencumbered his equipage of him, by 
Cutting the Pareoria. 

The defcription of this one extrajugal horfe ferves 
likewife for the other on the other hand, as that 
was intirely fimilar. 

This defcription of thefe extrajugal horfes will an- 
fwer to the explaining every adlion or evolution of the 
chariot, both in battle and in the race. 

With refped to the harneffing four horfes abreaft, 
the two on the outfide might be extrajugal } but 
1 am convinced (efpecially as I read it in Zcnophon) 
that when more pairs were put abreaft, each pair 
had a temo or pole ; and a peculiar fort of carriage 
for carrying great burthens is adtually fo defcribed ; 
but the quadrigae, which were moft in ufe, were 
7 certain- 
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certainly moft commonly drawn with a pair of jugal 
horfes, and a pair of extrajugal horfes coupled on each 
fide. The bufinefs of guiding, keeping fteady, and 
flopping the carriage, depended chiefly on the jugal 
pair; that of wheeling up each extreme axle depended 
on the ftrength and adtivity of the refpedlive outfide 
extrajugal horfe, as will be feen prefently. 

The conftru(5lion and the compofition of this equi- 
page of the Bijuga^ the Triga, zxid Sluadriga, being thus 
defcribed^ the exercife of thefe in the games, and the 
application of them to fervice in war, is the next point 
to be inquired into. This inquiry will flill more il- 
luftrate the matter. 

The whole of this is contained in one line ia Horner^ 

which Mr. Pope tranflates thus : 

Pradis'd alike to turn, to ftop, to chace» 
To dare the fhock» or urge the rapid race. 

If we view this line in the light of fcience, we fhall 
find that it does very minutely defcribe every manoeuvre 
ufed in the evolutions of the chariot, the advancing 
and retreating, and thofe fudden rapid wheelings to 
the right or left, by which they make their almofl ir- 
refiftible attacks ; which motion, as I (hall afterwards 
explain it, is appropriated, of very ancient time, to the 
movements of the knights in the game of chefs. 

* Iliad viti. 107. 

In 
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* In gyrum grejjus magno impete lunat 

Curvatos. 

The great excellence and perfcdtion of this manege 
was firfl: f f^ ^o bit the horfcs, that their necks might 
be pliable and obedient to the reins : the next confift- 
ed in teaching the horfes to move by fuch % meafured 
fteps, that the whole equipage, when two, four, or fix, 
were joined together, might move as one body with^ 
out confufion : Thirdly, to train them to run with ve- 
locity, and to inure them to courage and hardinefs, in 
either attacking by an impetuous (hock, Or in receiv- 
ing firmly the attack. The laft was in dreffing them 
to execute the various evolutions of wheeling with 
docility, aftivity, and velocity: in fhort, fays Zenophon, 
to do all other things which they would have occafion 
to perform in adlual fervice, to run over all kind of 
ground, to ftretCh up' the fteepeft afcents, and to rulh 
down the fharpeft declivities. 

The chief excellence in driving vf7x.% Jicadinefsj fo as to 
proceed whether moving in therigiit or curve line, 
in one uniform diredlion, and not to and fro by a va- 
cillating and finuous motion. But the great excel- 
lence of the horfes, as well as the highell fkill of the 
driver was called forth, in performing the wheelings 
to an exadl given curve, under full fpecd. 

The chariot race was inftitutcd for the exercife of 
this military fkill, to encourage and afiford opportuni- 

^ Vidae Sacchia Ludus. -f- Zenophon. 

X Which you fee defcribcd in all the ancient coins and baflb relievos. 

ties 
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(ties .ofdifplayit^ it} and was fo a:iegulated as to -re- 
tguiee fhe^beft horfes, the.bigheft finiQied manege, and 
tfhe ^pft ipe]?fe<$ ^/Jsill in driving. To complete tl;ve 
. BOble .coixvpetitorfi in this n^oft 'difficult manoevvrie of 
-tjbif vobeeiii\s» the courib v^s always fo Uid out, that 
the race de|tended (daiefly >€»! the |>jerfonning this dif- 
ficult <ev0lti!tion. He that'wiU iiead with the eye of 
.-fcieDee'xdd.HeftoT'fi advioe to, his tfeoi in-the Iltadi 9oQk 
:XXQI. >v. 30.^4 ^will need 310 other eKplicaupo -Olf this 
jaoatter. 

i?fae courfe :was geaeraUy vof (that lengttih i^at ^ 
urace xvas Sniibed hy going OQoe rou«d a although 
fometimes, in the more confined !dwK}tt9>'4lA€.Kihari9t 
iiv£at four times voiuiid, m^kiitig fevien fx^ieeUngs,, rec- 
koning thdfe rouad l>oth 'teoQiini <taken ta^^echter. The 
route of the race -visis fvom the ri^ht -wheeling to the 
^eft, round the extre^ie meta or terminus and then re- 
tunaing back to the faxDie ground, fo as that the meta 
or texminuB from which they fet out ifaould be upon 
their right; and, if the courfe coafified of .1x101% rounds 
than one, then wheeling to the right round this 'faeta, 
and fo alternately in a line, snakitig the Arabic figure 
of 8. Now four rounds thus performed will make 
juft feven wheelings. I am confcious that this opinion 
is new ; but being pcrfuaded that I am grounded both 
in the nature of the thing, and by fuffident authority, 
as will be feen prefently, I venture to give it out. 

According to the opinion commonly received of the 
chariot race, that the competitors Harted from the 

Vol, I. Pp right 



290 DISSERTATION ON THE 

right of the barriere, and wheeling to the left round 
the meta, always went the fame way, always wheeling 
to the left in every circuit, whatever the number of 
rounds were, there arifes a moft inexplicable injnflutt 
as to any chance that the merit of fwif cnefs in thie 
horfes, or of fkill in the driver could have, except what 
they derived from their place upon the right or left» 
which mere lot gave them. For when there were from 
ten chariots to forty at fometimes, all arranged abreaft 
at the barrier ; that upcMi the left, and that upon the 
right, would run courfes of very di£^rent lengths, in 
the proportion of the kiler or larger circle that their 
lot deftined them to^ 

The explication of this difficulty given by Mr: Weft, 
in his difcourfe on the Olympic gam«s, only adds con- 
fufion to it. The whole flcill and courage of the cha- 
rioteers were (he fays) employed to obtain the point of 
advantage at the wheeling, and he defcribes them in 
this attempt all driving foul ef one another, by direc- 
tions all converging to this pcMUt ; this, I fay, may add 
to the confufion, but does not relieve the difficulty, for 
ftill the chariot, which was placed upon the right of all, 
had, in this firft attempt, the hypothenufe, or longeit 
fide of the triangle to run, while the chariot upon the 
left had only one of the Legs of the fame right-angled 
triangle, and fo the reft in gradation; and what a 
fcene of unavoidable inextricable wreck muft all thefe 
chariots rufhing together, in converging lines, have 
made. This feems fo abfurd, that one cannot but re- 

jeft 
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jecft it at firft fight, from the nature of the thing itfelf. 
But this attempt of runnipg foul on one another, and 
crofling upon each other, is contrary to fadiy is con- 
trary to the laws of the courfe, which forbad all fraud, 
all crofling or joftling, as our modern racers term it. 
And we find in the 23d book of Homer's Iliad, that 
Antihchtii was deprived of the prize he claimed (which 
prize -was given to Menelaus) becaufe he (Antilochus) 
had crofled upon, and attempted to run foul of the 
. chariot of Menelaus. 

All this perplexity is relieved, and the difiiculty 
cleared up, by the explication which I have given 
above: for by that route of the race, he that was outer- 
molt at tbe fetting ofif, returning to the fame ground 
with the ttarting-poft upon the right, would be. inner^ 
moil at the coming in ; and if the race confided of 
more circuits than one, the competitors would be al- 
ternately outermofi: and innermoft at each alternate 
wheeling. So that he who ran the largeft circle in the 
firft circuit, would run the lefiier in the fecond, and 
vice verfd. 

Whoever will read the account of the chariot race 
in the EleSlra of Sophocles, and will particularly attend 
to the nature of the accident which happened between 
the Thracian and Lybian cars ; and to the fatal one 
which befel Orejles at the dofe of the race, will be con- 
firmed in this opinion. The narrative tells us, That 
the chariots having finilhed the tlird circmt^ and run* 
ning the fourth^ fome of them had made the feverab 

Pp 2 wheeling. 
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wheeling, and were got again into- the ftraight right- 
line, at that moment of time the iEn/<wr charioteer com- 
ing up to the Afe/tf, in or near the point where the 
route of the courfe muft' crofs ; and his horfes, hard 
of mouth, breaking from him, fwerved- and run-foul^ 
with their front direft,' upon one of- the- Lybian* cha- 
riots, l^is is an accident that could not' happen; if- 
the returning line did not crofs upon- the outgoing 
line, by the chariots running the courfb in the figure 
of eight. But the circumfiances of tflc difafter of the 
car of Oreftcs puts the- matter out of all doubt; 

llje narrative pHTOceeds, and fays; That thi* accident 
between the Lybian and :£kiian- chariots drew after ic 
an altiMjft' general wreck of the chariots then running,- 
But that the fkilftil Athenian^ who was laft' but one,^ 
obfervinjj his time, bore to the right out of the courfe, 
and fo avoided them. That Oreftes, who lay by ia 
theracei^a» having horfcfs of that rating way of go- 
ing, that he depended upon the pufli at thfr laftfor 
his fuccefs J fihdifig that now was tht time to make 
his pufh, bore ftill more to the right, in order to 
pafs the Athenian; and, for this purpoft, having given 
the left-h^nd rein. to his horfes, raoft'unfbrtunately 
run with, thq end of his axle-tree againft th'e 'terminus, 
' at the coj»ing in. Now uijkfs this terminus had beet* 
upqa his right at the coming in, .this accident thus 
defcrib^d coijld .not have hjippened ; but being upon, 
the right, every pr^viQus accident naturally leads* to it. 

8 ' How- 
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Howevet, as the route of the race generally corififted 
but of one long courfe, returning again to the ftarting- 
poft) the only wheeling performed in it was to the 
left; but to make that matter even and f^ir, the °cha^ 
riots^ came in upon: the left of thfe ftarting-poft,' as 
ahovet-defcribed ; fo that' tfaofe who were outermoft at 
the^wbeeling rotmd the meta, and had there the- dif" 
advatttagej^wereiniiennofl: at the coming' in^ and had 
that difadvabiage made up to tbem.- 

As in thefe couffes of one circuit, which wdre the 
TxkAj coommon, the- only wheeling performed was to 
tbelefc round- the metari* ; the hoi-fe of the hig^eft 
vigour and- greaieft velocity was barnefled extfajugal 
upon the rig^^ and for the like reafcHi, the beft ma- 
naged and ^moft flejule hbrfe-t was- harneOed- extra<- 
juigalnonf the • left, becaufe the firft was t(> britfg round 
the (^ciofi in' the- aft of whedling» and the latter to 
maimain - a<-- kand of equably moving fulcrum,- upon 
wbkh the iwhoie-; motion of the '• whecling^;d€pended $ 
foi thaeedch had-his-perfeftion^and each was firft and 
nkdflfexQellent in bis- refpeftivc property; the attending 
to:whi4h?diiftisiftion-migbt have cleared Scheffer's dif- 
ficaltiiisi'' The horfes of the-quadrigs were g^nerally^ 
thoUgU ndt without exception, mentioned in the follow> 
ing-OfdoTy FiFft,'the-exti?ajiigal on the rights Second, 
the extraju^l on the left. Third, the jugal on the 

• Vide Scholiaft in Antigoxw Sophocles, 
t 'Viiie Siphoctes fiicar'aKi: - 

' ■ rigfer; 
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right. Fourth, the jugal on the left. I mention this, 
as it will be neceilary to explain fome terms which the 
reader will meet with in Horner^ in Sophocles^ and in fede- 
ral of the other claflics. 

Let the reader be led next, by this inquiry, into the 
application of this equipage ; thus compofed, and thus 
cxercifed to adtual fervice in war, he will find thefe 
chariots adding as diftindt fingle bodies, in ruihing 
upon and breaking the ranks of the in^mtry, fome* 
times by a diredt perpendicular attack upon the frmt^ but 
more commonly by wheeling fuddenly to ihe^ right 
or left, and bearing down in a tranfverfe line ahmg the 
fronts fo as to elude the points of the enemy*s fpears 
advanced in front. He will find them fometimes ftop- 
ping fhort upon a fudden halt^ and (landing unmoved) 
while the officer, who was carried in them« jumps 
down upon the ground, and puts himfelf at the 
head of the infantry, or engages in fingle combat. 
At other times he will find them coming fhort about, 
and retreating. He will find them, upon other occa- 
fions, acting in a compadt corps, formed into a rank in* 
tire, in order to break the enemy's front, and then, by 
their various evolutions, making way for the infantry 
to pafs up to aiftion ; at other times he will find them 
drawn up in a body upon the wings, and fometimes 
as a corps de referve in the rear. In fhort, if we 
oonfider thefe chariots, trained as they were with fuch 
fkill and difcipline, and exercifed to fuch great per- 
ieftioui in wheeling to right and left with fudden and 

impetu- 
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impetaous velocity, we fliall eafily perceive how every 
evolution of the cavalry might be performed in the 
fame manner as the modern cavalry perform the mo- 
dern evolutions of wheeling by fours ; as alfo, how 
they might change their fronts, refolve themfelves into 
lefler bodies, and unite again into one. I could quote 
inftances of all thefe manoeuvres, but I think it will be 
more pleafing to the reader to apply thefe obfervations 
himfelf to the many inftances which he will meet with 
in the courfe of his iludies. 

Various were the methods taken and praAifed to 
evade this attack, which could not be refified by the in- 
fantry, fuch as wheeling back and opening to the 
right and left ; but the only one I fhall take notice of 
is the manoeuvre mentioned by Polyanm ♦ in his ftratage* 
mata. He fays that Alexander, having learned that the 
Thracians had a powerful body of this chariot cavalry, 
trained his Macedonians to couch upon the ground, and 
with their (hields thrown over them to form a teAudo, 
over which the chariots of the enemy might pafs with- 
out effeA. 

As this Britifli ifland was, in the very early ages of 
antiquity, and prior to the fiege of Troy, planted by co- 
lonies from the great commercial nations in the eaftern 
parts of the Mediterranean fea j fo the learning and 
arts of thefe polifhed people flourifhed in this land i 
the aftonifhing monuments of the Druids^ who were 
the priefts of thofe colonies, are proofs of a knowledge 

* Lib. iv. c. 3. §. II. 
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in .mechanics, whiqli wcxof .this enlightened day tpnly 
.wonder at, hut sue. at a lofs to account for. /ITiuAiife 
of the xhariots ipraf^iiied .only ihy ^be Afiacics 'andiLy- 
hian3, .was the .peculia(r.art.ofjwar in.whkh th.e.'Biii- 
tons .excelled, and was .peculiar to ;^hem. Although 
,thefe .cojooies, and indeed ;{|linoft the cftrpemhrance jof 
them, had ibeen, in the ^inue of Julius iCeefar, jover- 
whelmed by the barharilm of ^fae natdve^^ aod of other 
uncithiy.atfid jpea^t who had. tcanimigraied froouthe 
continent of Europe ; yet rthis. cpficuliar Aikuic art 
49( Wj^f ^ j^ime »$ (thiit u&d at nhe fiege .<>£ Troy, 
continui&d ito \he vCed mfin to iare j^s johe tiEoe of his 
AQya&on^ ^ tjufi ithen iaha^ittams : in tliifi xnanege mc 
find they .excelled to a yery high degree of perfedtipn. 
J^admts fays cxpreisly, that ihey xdkd >chan(%8 in war 
je:(ai^y in .the f^Aie majaner .as Ahe herpes in the Tro- 
jan war -* are faid to have udCed rheii^. H&ey uifed the 
fame method of forming the line of battle, the fame 
mediodxDf attack, and particularly that of the tranf- 
verft attafky which is what Cicero, in the ($th epifile 
of his 7 th book, refers to in the caution he gives Trc- 
batius to guard againft thefe fudden unexpected mo- 
tions. The Britifli order of battle, which Gasfar de- 
fcribes in the 24 th chapter of his 4th book of the 
'Gallic war, Concilio Romanorwn cognito, premijjo egtiitatu et 
ejfedariis qua plerumque genere in praliis uti cmfueverant^ reliquis 
^opiis confeculi funt, is exaftly the fame as that formed by 

♦ Lib. V. 

the 
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the Greeks defcribed in Iliad IV. I could quote other 
pailages to the fame purpofe, but this is fufficient. 

As this was the peculiar art of war amongft the an- 
cient inhabitants of this country, (b had they the fame 
folemn races, to train and exercife their youth to this 
difcipline, and to maintain th6 fame honour towards 
thofe who excelled in it. There arc, to this day, remain^ 
ing in England fome veftiges of the Cnrfus in which they 
ran thefe races ; which races, being attendants on the 
folenm meetings of religion, the curitis were near their 
temple s» The moft remarkable is that near Stone- 
henge, which is a long traA of ground, about 350 
feet (or 200 Druid cubits) wide, and better than a 
mile and three quarters (or ^000 Druid cubits) in 
length, cnclofed quite round with a bank of earth, 
ftretching diredly eaft and weft. The goal and 
career are at the eaft end. The goal is a high bank 
of earth, raifed with a flope iii wards, whereon the 
judges are fuppofed to have fat. The line of this 
bank is north and fouthi, diredkly acrofs the curfus, 
beginning from the fouth bank of the cjirfus, not 
reaching quite to the north, but leaving a fpace there 
for the chariots to pafs to the career, between this goal 
and the north bank, or fide of the curfus. The metae 
are two tumuli, or little barrows, at the weft end of 
the curfus : 

Some tomb, perhaps of old, the dead to grace, 

Or then, as now, the limit of a race. Pope's Homer. 

Vol. I. CLq As 
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As old Neftor defcribes the meta of the curfus on the 
plains before Troy. 

From the very ftate and form of this hippodrome, or 
curfus, my conjefture, as to the manner in which the 
race was performed, is confirmed in faft. Here we fee 
that the chariots fet out from the career, on the right 
(or northward) of the goal, and ran to the weft end ; 
whence, wheeling to the left round the metx, they re- 
turned again eaftward. and muft pafs again to the north- 
ward, or left of the goal, keeping it on their right in 
their coming in to tlie career, at the end of the race, as 
I have before explained the race mentioned in Sophocles. 

Doftor Stukely, not adverting to this route of the 
race, but feeing that it muft end to the northward of 
the goal, at the eaft end, has been led to imagine, con- 
trary to the facSl of conftant pradtice, that the chariots ran 
from the eaft along the fouthern fide, and then wheel- 
ing to the right, north about the metae, returned on the 
north fide, and fo epded to the northward of the goal. 
But the explanation which I have given is agreeable to 
pradlice, and confirmed by this exifting fadl. 

The hyppodromes, or curfAs, were palled, in the 
language of the country, rhedaguai the racer rhe- 
dagwr, and the carriage, as we find, rheda. 

One of thefe hippodromes, about half a mile to the 
fouthward of Leicefter, retains ftill, under the various 
corruption of fpeaking and writing, the old name 
Rbedagua ; in the corrupted one Rawdikes. 

6 Doaor 
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Dodlor Stukely fays there is another of thefe near 
Dorchefler ; another on the banks of the river Lowther, 
by Perith in Cumberland ; and another in the valley 
juft without the town of Royfton. 

Such were the equeftrian fports of the ancient Bri- 
tons, who even in their Pajiimes encouraged a warlike 
fpirit and emulation, and advanced the public welfare; 
for by making pleafure fubfervient to fcience, and con- 
fidering the race only as an exhibition of military Ikill, 
they dignified the fport, and made their cavalry no lefs 
the delight and ornament of peace, than the fupport 
and terror of wan 
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PAGE 14. " Their jinanner of riding," &c.] In 
latter times, however, Arriany fpeaking of them, 
fays, that Saddles were not in ufe among them, nor had 
they Bridles made after the fafliion of the Greeks and 
Celts ; but, inftead of them, they governed and guided 
their horfes with a thong or ftrap, cut from the raw hide 
of a bull, which they bound acrofs their nofes : on the 
infide of this Nefe-band, they fixed certain little pointed 
pieces of iron or brafs, moderately fharp ; the richer 
fort ufed ivory. In the mouth a fnudl piece of iron 
was put, like a Bjr, or %7, to which the reins were 
tied : when thefe were pulled, the mouth-piece ope- 
rated, and the iinall teeth which were on the Nofe-bmdt 
pridung the horfe, obliged him to obey, and anfwer 
the will of the rider *. The modern inftruments, called 

* Arrian Hift. Indie, lib. 17. 
Vol. I. R r Cavefons, 
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Cavefons^ from the Icaliaa word Qave'zza^ an halter, CoU 
iar^ or Head-firatrtj may probably be derived from thi« 
invention. MUan like wife, who wrote pofterior to Ar-- 
rian^ fpeaks of the Indians as expert horCemen j and fays^ 
that they rode and managed their horfes by means of 
a Bridle, but not of that fort which is called the Lupa-^ 
turn, with fharp points of iron fixed to it, in order to- 
prick and harrafs tl^ mouth i but that they neyerthelefs 
were fo fkiMFul, as to make their horfes perform as^welt 
as if they had been rode with it, and awed by its feve- 
rity *. 

Page 20. « As we learn from Strabo."] Caftration 
was praftifed long before Strabo wrote, but h^ feems 
to fpeak of it as being a cuftom more peculiarly be^ 
longing to the Scythians and Sarmatians than to any othe^ 
nations* His words may be rendered thus: It is pecur 
liar to all the Scythian and Sarmatian nations to caftrate 
their horfes, for the better management of them i for 
though they are but fmall, they are neverthclefs met- 
tlefome, and difficult to be governed f. 

Page 38." Many of the terms," &c.] Much learning is 
difplayed, and much information may be gained upon 
this fubjecft from the following extra<5t, entitled 
" Diflertation Litteraire, fur Une Colonie Egiptienne, 
^* ctabli a Athenes, &c. par Fred, Samuel Schmidt de 

• -^lian, lib. i^. • f Strabo, lib. 7. 

2 « Berne;' 
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« Berne," primed in a volume called Archaeologia, 
or Mifcellaneous TratHis, lately publifhed by the learned 
body of Antiquarians, London, 1762. 
. The intention of the moft ingenious author is to prove 
that colonies came from Egypt to fettle in Athens, 
which brought the arts and fciences in their train, and 
planted them in Greece, among which the art of riding 
was introduced and ellabliflied. The author fpeaks of 
two different colonies, under two different leaders, 
which came from Egypt and fettled in Athens : thefc 
were Cecrops and Eri^bonius. Having related the hiftory 
of Cecrops, he proceeds to give an account of the other 
colonift, Eri^lbonius, Hiftorians and chronologifts, con- 
tinues our aiithor, mention two different kings who 
were known by the fame appellation, and were fome- 
times miftaken for each other. Their names wcr« 
Erecitbeus, or EriSlbonius ; according to the fcholiafts of 
Homer both were the fame. One of thefe chiefs was 
the fourth, and the other the fixth king of Athens. 

The firft of thefe, as we are told by Diodorus Siculus, 
was of Egyptian origin, and Attica being defolated by a 
famine, fupplied it with ccwn j in confiderationof 'the 
friendlhip and alliance which formerly fubfifted be- 
tween its inhabitants and the Egyptians, that is, for 
fhe fake of the colony which was eflablifhed in Athens, 
under hiSvpredeceflbr Cecrops. 

The ridiculous and abfurd etymologies by which 
the grammarians pretended to explain the name of 

R r 2 EriSlborutts, 
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EriSibomuSt fo as to make it be derived from the Greek 
language, engaged our author to fearch for it in the 
Egyptian, the language of that country whence this, 
hero originally came. He flatters himfelf with being 
able to give at leaft a very probable reafon why this 
king was diftinguKhed by this name, whofe derivationi 
he fays, is this. The old Egyptian, word is Eriebto, whence 
the Greeks formed Ericbtbomus ; as from Aptlh, ApoUo- 
nhu. This name is compofed of £n, facert ret aUcujus 
auBorem ejfe ; which fignifies, to become the inventor, 
or author of any thing ; and ChtOf or ieUot eguus, equh 
tatus, an Horfift or Cavalry. Thefe two compounded, 
make Eriebto, that is, the Inventor or Author ofHorfes. 

This is the character and employment which the an* 
dents unanimoufly gave to Ericbtbmtu. Virgil ex> 
prefly ♦: 

Printtu Eriebtboiutts eurrus & quatuor aufus 
Jtaigere eqtios, ropidifque rotis inhere 'm&or» 

Eirft Erichthonius dar'd with rapid (kill 
To yoke four fteeds, and guide the victor's rapid 
wheel Waktom. 

SermuSf Ariftida, and other commentators, confirm this 
account) and aflert that this hero was the firft whp drove 

* Georg. uLverf. 113. 

horfts 
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hcM-fes in a car, or chariot, and introduced the art into 
Greece, as the Tbejfaliam are faid, by the author above- 
mentioned, to have been the firft pra^ifers of the art 
of riding, and of fighting on horieback. 

To perpetuate the memory of fo great a benefit, and 
fo noble an invention^ Eri^thonius, after his death, was 
placed in heaven, and is reprefented in the ancient 
iphere, under the names of Attriga and Jgitatory viz. 
Driver^ or Charioteer, 

But what moft tends to confirm this etymology, and 
fliews this colony in a clearer and fuller light, is, that 
Erid^bmuf ox Eritbtbfus, is one of the titles of Neptune, 
M^eopbrmt 7'zgtzei, He/yebitu, and other ancient writers 
afilmit that with the Athenizns Eriebtbonius is Neptune. 
Phitarch, in two places, makes mention of Neptune 
Ericbtboniusy fo called, as our author conje<^ures, from 
an opinion entertained among the Greeks, that he was 
the firft who made them acquainted with the horfe, and 
taught them how. to manage him. Sopbacles and AW 
dorus Sicuhti atteft the fame thing* Paitfanias fpeaks of 
an Equeftr'um ftatue of Neptune, which was ere<5led in 
Athens y and to account for the title of Xitirt^^y or 
fBrfemanj being given to Neptune, has recourfe to equir- 
tation, the invention of which art he proves to have 
been attributed to him. The hymns of Homer afcribe 
itkewiie two employment^ to this deity, Equitation and 
Navigation, 
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In Italy the fame creed prevailed. The Etrufcans rc^ 
prefented Neptune fitting in a car, drawn by horfes, as 
may be feen on a monument, among other antiquities 
of that nation, publiflied by Dempfter. Upon the fame 
account, Romulus dedicated the games called Confualia^ 
in which it was cuftomary to crown the Horfes^ to this 
deity. 

The Ancients go ftill farther with them, Neptune was 
deemed not only the inventor of the art of riding, but 
alfo the Creator of the horfe. Nothing is more known 
and common in their mythology. Virgil and Lucan 
clearly prove it. He appears, therefore, to have the 
jufteft title to the name EreSlbeus^ which belonged to 
him in its fuUeft fignification, not only as being the 
author of riding, but likewife as having given the horfe 
to man for his ufe and pleafure. He is therefore moft 
properly filled by Pampbus^ the moft ancient hymno- 
grapher, IWwy ^olri^oty the Giver of horfes. 

In this place, two doubts probably may occur ; it 
may be afkcd, why this Egyptian colonift is called Nep- 
tune or EreBbeus ? and why the invention of horfeman- 
fliip fhould be attributed by the ancients to both ? and if 
it might not be upon this account, that the Egyptians^ who 
came by (Sf J into Greece, were the firft introducers of 
equitation in that country. This folution is not fatiP* 
fadlory, another more juft be advanced ; E^uitation^ with 
the ancients, was always the emblem of Navigation. 
The truth of this has been demonftrated by Monfieur 

Treret^ 
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Frerety in his ingenious refledtions upon the fable of 
BeXerophon. The Pegafus^ or winged borfe^ of this hero, 
being, according to this author, a Shlp^ in which hc^ 
failed upon his expeditions, which was given to him bj 
Neptune. This god is faid likewife; in the Greek mytho-. 
logy, to have called forth an horfe from the bofom of 
the earth, in the well-k'nown difpute he is reported to 
have had with Minerva ; that is to fay, he recommended 
Navigation to the Athenians, as Minervay by producing 
an O/ive-tree, intimated to them the benefits of Jgricul-^ 
tare. Hence Ericbtbonius gained his name, becaufe he 
brought the corn in Skips; defigned for the relief of the 
Athenians, afHidled with a famine. Hence the fable o£ 
the Trojan Horfe^ which was a Ship^ filled with, foldiers. 
Hence Plautus fays,. 

Nempe Equo ligneo per vias cceruleas- 
VeSlieJits 

You are carried over the Iky-coloured Roads (waves) 
upon a wooden horfe.. 

Page 4 jr.. '' The Theflalian horfes," &c.j King Alfred, 
in his tranflation of Orofius, fays, that Philip of Mace- 
don's view in undertaking to conquer the Theflalians, 
fo as to make them at lead his allies, was becaufe they 
excelled all other nations in fighting on horfeback^ 
This is cited from Alfred's verfion, not only becaufe it 
i& JJpytf/ authority, but becaufe it is mor^ flrongly ex^. 

preflid 
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prefl*ed than jin the originftl, which runs only Jmbitknt 
bidfendorum eguiitim TbeJJahrumt Orof. lib. iii. cap. i 2. This 
is taken from a manufcript, gvvtn to the Society of 
Antiquaries by thciriate mod amiable and worthy Pre-> 
fident, Pr. Charles Lyttdtoa« Baihop of Carlifle. 

The Mailer oi the Horfe to this &iog, is the firft of 
whom any mention is ma^ belonging to any Britiih 
Prince, His name is Ecgurfi he was Hors'Tben^ or Horfe^ 
Tbaae, Eguonm Modifier, to Alfred *. 

Page s^. *' Men of military eminence,*' &c.]The old 
feudal barons reprefented themfelves on faorfeback upon 
their feals, and' none below the degree of a CbevaUer had 
a right to the horfe. There are la the pofleffion of 
Thomas Aftle, £fq. two original feaU of Robert Ferrers, 
fomc time Earl of Derby. While he was Earl of Derby, 
his feal was a reprefentation of himfelf on horfeback, 
in armour, brandifhing his fword ; and bearing upon 
his fhield, and the capariibns of his horfe, his coat of 
arms, Faire, Or and Gules ; but after he was deprived of 
his earldom and eflates (^o Hen. III.) for raifing forces 
a fecond time againft the king, he ufed upon his feal 
his family arms alone, without the horie. 

Page 6«. •♦Their chief employment," &c J The allotted 
fpace the horfea were to run in fhefe trials of fpeed 

* Gibfon^s Saxon Chronicle, p. 97. 

and 
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and vigour, was feven times round the Circus. Aufo- 
nius fays of Pbofpborus^ 

Septenas folitus vidlar ahire vias. 

It appears likewife from the fame authority, that 
thefe fingle racers were ufed to contend With the ^j- 
driga^ or chariots drawn by four horfes. Aufon. Epitap. 
3 J. See this alfo confirmed by Sidonius Apoilinaris, 
Carmen 23. lib. 37 3. 

Page 73." The Etnivian, or Tufcan breed, is praifed 
byOppian."] Volaterrannus celebrates thofe of Sardi- 
nia. Non enimfcimui quales Mulos Clodius habverit^ cut mulas 
T'itus Annius MlJo ;- — aut utrum Tufco equo federit Catalina an 
Sardo. Flavins Vopifcus in Firmo, cap. 6. 

Page 77. " Inflead of a curry-comb, they put a co- 
vering upon their hands."] The Greeks made ufe of an 
inftrument of iron for the fame purpofe, called Marrnca^ 
and explained by Hffycbinst to be an Iron Hand. 

Page 7 8. " To tie rollers of wood."] This is no un- 
frcquent thing in the prefent fyflem of Horfemanftiip, 
and to a certain degree will have a good effecfl. Pkvgbed 
felds were alfo thought to conduce to the fame end ; in 
which it was ufual to break and exercife horfes, till of 
late ; the utility of working in riding- houfes having al- 

VoL. L S f moft 
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moft fuperfeded them : the Partbian method, defcribed 
in page 1 7, was intended for the fame purpofe. 

Page 97. f* The fPljite fhoutd always be rcjedcd."} 
A notion has always prevailed, that thofe animals 
whofe fkins are entirely wbitef are lefs valuable than 
thofe of other colours, efpecially horfes. An ele- 
gant and curious obferver of naituxe, decides very 
confidently againft this colour in horfes. ** 11 eft 
" bien vrai," fays he, " qu'on a obferve, depuis plus 
" de dix huit cent ans, que ks quadrupedes dont la 
« robe eft blanche, fans bigarrure, ei fans i^ielange^ 
" font moins vigoilireux^ moins robuftes que leur ana- 
*< logues d'lm pail peint eu bariole : 11 n'y a pas tant de 
" force vive^ ni tant de refinance dana les mufcles et le& 
" nerfs d^vm Cheval ne blanc, que dans ceux que dan& 
" ceux d'un Cheval noir ou bai." 

In other animals particular opinions have likewi£e 
been received and maintained, with re^e<5t ta different 
Colour St which are thought to influence the qualities of 
the animal. ** En HoHande/^ fays the fame author,. 
*' on a reconnu, par ime longue iuite d'obfervations, 
«• que les vaches rouges font d'un temperament infe- 
** rieur, et moins fecondes que ks vaches noires, ou 
»' tachetees de noir et de blanc, aufli I'efpece rouge a 
*» t'elle ete entierement bannies despaturages de cepay s *."^ 

* Recherches Pfailoibph. fur les Americains, 1770. 

On 
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On the contrary, the red cow's milk is the moftefteem- 
ed in this country. 

Page 126. " Dr. Shaw aflerts," &c.] The author'* 
words are, ^* The horfes here are very fine, efpecially 
" thofe of Upper Egypt, being of the Arab and Barbary 
«' race. They have one great fault, which is that 
** their necks are generally too fhort, and the people 
« value their horfes, as they do their women, for the 
" largenefs of their bodies." 

• Page 138. « Never geld their horfes," &c.] This 
cuftom» now fo frequent, ieems to have been intro- 
duced by the Turkijb or Hungarian nations, who took 
pofleflidn of ancient Pannoma. It is remarkable, that 
the French call a gelding, un Cheval Ongre, that is an 
Hungarian horfe, which feems to indicate, that the Franks 
firft learned the art and cuftom of caftration from the 
Hungarians, The Germans call a gelt horfe a fVallack, 
which feems to prove, that they were made acquainted 
with this pra(ftice from a nation which is called fyai- 
iacbia ; and it is certain that the Huns and the Hungari'. 
anSf or, as they call themfelves, the Midgians, and after- 
wards the Patzinaks (all which are Turkiih tribes) or 
branches of that nation, which was called Toukoue by 
the Cbinefey and Turks over all the Orient, were fettled, 
for fome time at leaft, in WalhcUa. The Poles call a geld- 
ing Ogbier^ to indicate that they firft got the art of geld- 
ing horfes from the Ougburs^ one of the ancient Hunnic 

S f 2 tribes 
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tribes, mentioned by Prif. Rhetor, fo that there is much 
re^ifon to conclude that the Jrt came originally from, 
the Huns and Hungarians. What is more remarkable, is, 
that to this very day, a great many Hungarians travel 
every year into Germany and Poland, in order to caf-- 
trate any animal that is offered to them, which they 
do for a fmall reward. They come to the very Bahich 
every fummer^ and ase very ciEpert in. their bufinefs. 

Page 141. « They are fold to the Ruffians," &c."l The 
horfes of this people are purchafed by the Ruffians,, 
who every year buy fo great a. number as forty thou- 
fand, which are brought to Mofcow, ami fold at a low- 
rate. They are pot-bellied-, lean, their fkins being' 
hard and coarfc j their necks flefliy and clumfy, with' 
large heads, and would be defpifed and re}e<5led by all' 
who fee them, were they mot knownto be endowed with\ 
great fpeedi and able to bear labour and want of food' 
to a great degree. Iter in Mofchov, Auguftinl Baronis- 
deMayerbcrgi AiD. 1661, p: 32* 

Page 147. " The horfes of Swcden,"^ Sec] Englifli' 
horfes, fays an author who wrote many years ago? 
efpecially for the Pa(ti are of great efteem in Sweden j 
the horfes of the country being generally of a- fmall' 
breed, and l^rotters, fomewhat like our Welch and Scotch- 
nags : the Queen and fome great Lords have a breed of 
large and handfbme horfes, but not many of them. 

Moft 
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Moft of their horfes for the coach and fled, and war,, 
are brought out of Denmark and Germany, where they 
have ftore of good ones, but none for beauty, mettle^, 
and the fervice beyond the Englifh. A. D. 1^53. 
Whitelock's Embafly to Sweden, vol. i. p. 257, which. 
is printed by Dr. Morton; and will foon be publifhed. 

Page 1^4. " In Sicily; a kingdom always extolled,"' 
&c.] The nobleft and moft excellent horfes are bred in 
this country (dalabria), of large fize, and exceeding- 
fwiftnefs. Gabrielis Bai. de Antiquita^e & Situ Gala* 
brias, Roma?, r7 37. Folio, cap. ai-.- 

Fage i6t, " Except defignedfor prefents," &c.] Ih^ 
die fame reign a common horfe was valued at half a- 
- pound ; but a fine horfe was to be rated according to' 
his beauty; 

The following- panicul'ars, which fliew what at- 
ftntion the ancient Britons paid to their horfes^ may 
not perhaps be improper to- be added, nor difpleafine 
to the curious reader. 
> We find from Howel Dda's Laws * that' among the 
ancient Britons, the king's villani were obliged to 
furnifh him~ with horfes, to carry his baggage in his- 
armies ; and every perfon- who held lands in villanage, 
was obliged- to attend with a horfe and an axe, 

*Eol.,i66. This prince compiled his code-of laws about the year 875. 

andi 
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and to affiH in building the king's camps and forts, 
being maintained at the king's expence f. In the fame 
Laws t are many curious particulars concerning 
bories : ambngft others, I (hall mention the following. 
A cok under fourteen days old was valued at 4d. Under 
a year old, the value was 24d. From the time he en- 
tered his fccond year, his value was 48d. In his third 
^ear ;he was worth 6 od. and he was then to be deemed 
fit for ufe. The value of a palfrey was i2od. A 
pack-horfe was of the fame value. A cart, or plough- 
horfe was worth 6od. A perfon that fold a horfe was 
to anfwer for his being free from the three following 
inward complaints : a giddinefs for three days before 
the time of > fale ; a broken wind for three months ; 
and a dropfy for a year ; and he was not to tire when 
lipon a journey with others : and he was further to 
warrant, that he neither loathed food nor water j and 
if he was fubjeA to thefe failings, the feller was either 
to take the horfe back, or to return a third part of the 
^price. The qualities of a horfe of burthen are thefe, 
viz. that he (hould carry a load, draw a carriage up or 
down hill, and not to be refty. 

If a perfon lamed a horfe, he fhould forfeit the va- 
lue of the horfe -, and if he mutilated him, he (hould 
forfeit the third part of the value to the oyvner. 

He that cut off the hair from a horfe's tail, was 
obliged to maintain him till it was grown again, and 

•f Ih. 167. 4^ lb. 230. 
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in the mean time ta furniih the owner with another. 
But if a perfon cut off the hair from a ftallion's tail, he 
he fhould forfeit 24d. and if the tail was cut off, the 
horfe was deemed unfit for fervice. He that galled 
the back of a borrowed horfe was to pay 4d. and if the 
ikin and fleih were rubbed off to the bones, he was to* 
pay i6d. 

He that mounted a horfe without the owner's con>> 
fent was to pay 4d. and 4d. more for every Rbandir * 
that he rode him. 

Whoever was fufpedted to have killed a horfe pri- 
vately, and denied it, was to purge himfelf by the 
oaths of twenty-four compurgators. 

Stoned horfes were not to be ihut up from the mid^ 
die of April, till the middle of Jtme. Fol. 289. 

The mafier of the horfe was to hold his lands freeP 
The king was- to find him a horfe and cloaths ; and the 
queen, linen. 

His lodging was to be near the granary, that he 
might more conveniently infpeA the corn. He was to 
have a double portion of com for hh own horfe. 
•When the King made a prefene of a- horfe, he was tO' 
have 4d. 

When horfes were taken from enemies, the maffer 
of the horfe and the grooms were to have the colts un- 
der two years old^ 

* Thought to be neariy eqpd to a league. 

The 
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The king's grooms were to have the king's old riding 
•caps, gilt faddles, fpurs, boots, and other riding fur- 
niture. The chief groom was to officiate for the mafter 
of the horfe, in his abfence « and when he mounted or 
difmounted he was to hold his flirrup. 

Page 164. " In the reign of Henry II." &c.] Foreign 
horfes were imported by this prince, as appears from 
•the allowance made for the fubiiftence of the king's 
horfes, which were lately brought from beyond fea, 
by the treafurer. Madox's Hiftory of the Exchequer, 
^age 252. 

Page 2 o 7 . " Variety of horfes/' &c.] There: were no 
horfes in Fir^nia before the Englilh fettled there j but 
^ow they have good ftore, though negligent in the 
. breed. It is true, that there is a law that no (loned 
horfe fhall be kept under a certain fize, but it is neg- 
Je<5ted, Such as they are they fell cheaper than in Eng- 
land, being worth about 5I. a piece. They never flioe 
them, nor ride them in general ; yet when they do, 
jihey ride pretty fharply : a Planter's pace is a proverb^ 
which is a good hand-gallop. The Indians have not yet 
learned to ride ; only tlie King of Pomonkil hath three or 
jfour for his own faddle. 

Clopton's Account of Virginia, in the Philofophical 
Tranfa<5lions, vol. iii. p. 593. wriiten in, or near the 
(time of Charles 11, 

Page 
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Page 209. «« Full ^f fpifit," &c.] The author of an 
elegant work, lately publifhed, confirms this account. 
The American horfes, which are increafed prodigl- 
'oufly, are fo far from degenerating from their Spanifh 
anceftors, that they Airpafs them even in merit j they 
are fo fpirited and hardy, as to go fixty leagues with- 
out ftopping, or taking food } and will travel three days 
fucceilively, without eating or quenching their thirft. 
In fpite of this, they retain their vigour, and are a<5tive 
and light beyond imagination. I have produced proofsi 
fays the author, in my Voyage to the Malmne IJlands^ after 
having been an ocular witnefs of all I relate. Diflerta- 
tion fur L'Amerique, par Dom. Pernety, Berlin 1770. 

The following is th^ account to which the author 
alludes. The horfes of I^raguay are famous and cele- 
brated throughout the New Worlds they form a great 
part of the wealth and fubftance of Mmte-Fideo^ being 
indifcriminately in ufe with the HHiite people, the Afa- 
lattos^ and the Negroes i and their number at leaft equals 
that of the human fpecies. - 

It is neverthelefs certain, that however valued they 
be at Monte-FideOf this place may properly be ftiled an 
Hell, or place of punifhment, to thefe admired ani- 
mals ; for the people frequently will work them for three 
days together, without giving ibem either food or 
water, and treat them with as much cruelty as the 
Arabs do their camels. 

Vol. I. T t The 



SI 8 APPENDIX. 

The horfes nevcrthelefs are vety valuable j they have 
all the vigour and vivacity of the Spaniih race, from 
which they are defcended, are very fure-footed, and of 
furprifing agility. The ftep of their walk is fo quick, 
yet fo extended, that it is equal to the fwifteft trot, or 
the band-gallop of other horfes. Their pace is the 
Amhk^ and the hinder-foot accompanies and goes be- 
yond the fore-foot fo far, as to be in a line, if not be- 
yond the fore-foot of the oppofite fide, which makes 
their motions twice as rapid as thofe of other horfes, 
and more eafy and agreeable to the rider. Beauty is 
not their portion j but they are entitled to every com- 
mendation for their lightnefs, courage, and calmnefk 
of temper. Their owners never trouble themfelves io 
procure either hay or ftraw to feed them, but make 
them live in the fields throughout the year •, the fea- 
fons never being fo hard as to know any froft fufficient 
to freeze the rivers, or deflroy the plants and other 
things upon which they fubfiil. 

Thefe horfes are never ihod. Their faddles are very 
different from thofe ufed in Europe : a coarfe and thick 
piece of (lufF, which is fofr, is firft put on, called Scbu- 
gderos i a girth is tied over this, then a piece of firong 
leather is added, of the fize of the faddle, which co. 
vers the croupe, and ferves as aii'^houfing: this the 
inhabitants call Cameras, Upon this leather they place 
the faddle, which refembles our pack-faddle, and upon 
it they put one or more £heep-ikins, covered with tjieir 
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wool, and ftained or dyed with one or more colours, 
which they name PeiJbon^ and fecure the whole with a 
fecond girth. The flirrups are fmall and narrow, as 
they never put the foot beyond the toe, even thofe 
whofe feet are bare and naked. 

Their bits are of iron, without bofles, and formed of 
one piece. The reins are compofed of many fmall ftraps 
of leather joined together, and are at leaft fix or fevcn 
feet long, being intended to ferve for whips as well as 
for reins. A piece of iron, in the fhape of half a cir- 
cle, furrounds the lower jaw, adts as a curb, and pro- 
duces the fame effect. Riding is fo common and fre- 
quent at Mmte-Fideoy that the women are as praftifed and 
Ikilful as the men j and by their addrefs and aftivity 
feem to juftify the ancient hiftory of thofe renowned 
female warriors, the Amazons *. 

Page 241. « You chufe rather to maim,''] &c. 
Hollinfhed fpeaks of an Euglifli nobleman's Bob'tail'- 
ing^ as he calls it, a fine horfe, that his friends might 
not afk it of him ; which proves what a detriment and 
blemifh it was to an horfe at that time (the reign of 
Elizabeth) not to have his tail full and complete. 

• Hiftoire d*un Voyage aux Iflcs Maloaines, &c. a Paris, 1770* 
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ERRATA in the FIRST VOLUME. 

Page i> line z 5» for to hi madt^ read to hana hum wmdi. 

lit I. lOy iov horfimmu, TtadM§ffimsH» 

15, note, 1. 4i for ranmrt read s'armtr* 

179 I. 7, for or, read mt purpofe* 

a7i 1. z6, for MguftiUf read jnjgfijj^itf } 1. S4« for piccmnriU Orfkigs, read fmcavirMi 
Orpheus. 

aSy iS, for Libyot red I^riui} d9\t wuutkmd aUvtm 

41 9 note, I. 3, for 7i(/0r. H^/^. read J^iivr. Hijp, 

4S, 1, ft4, for ixcipt nMcAf road ^ui4i«A» ixaptiMg. 

53, 1.14, for«;A^#, readovAMrr/. 

66, h 17, for A// ion, read iu dart. 

79, l«s4, ioxpirmUidtofind^ TttApirmUtidthmtofiud. 

^, 1. 19, for deciivid, read nahfid. 
i»7, 1. 7, iovforikiods^ rtwd'/onhoMdj, 
1 19, 1. ult. for c&maiSf read climates. 
]6o, 1.11, for obfervers itifirmt read obfifver inferms* 
d05> !• 3> ^or encwragit rea!d enewrages. L 17, for «r#, read «/• 
»o8, L i8. for ^ read f«. 

113, 1. pennlt. for twepriats at the had rf the book, read tfhis, 
sio, l. 17, for herfit ttzAheufi, 

ft«4, 1. »i, for br'mgs his hiader under hiuif read briughis hinder legs under hinh 
*IS» 1* 9» ^^^ baron Socks, read baron Stoch. 
ft4i, note 1. 9, for Camarcrius, read Camerarius, 
396, 1. ult. for Conficulif read Confecuti. 



EXPLANATION of the PLATES 

AND 

REFERENCES TO THE RESPECTIVE PAGES 

O F THE 

FIRST VOLUME. 

Frontispibcb, a Centaur. 

At the head of the dedication. A white horfe, being the arms of the 
houfe of Hanover, page g6. 

Plate i. Suppofed to reprefent Darius^ faluted king of Perfia, when 
he had gained the empire by the neighing of his horfe ; — and given 
here only to Ihew the conformity of the manner of riding between 
the ancient and modern Eaftern nations, page 14. 

Plate 2. No. i. A Parthian horfeman, page 16. 
No. 2. A Sarmatian horfe, page 2i« 

Plate 3. No. i. A Roman foldier pulling a Numidian from his 
horfe. 
No. 2« A Mauritanian horfeman, page 23. 

Plate 4. Two Grecian horfemen, taken from the freeze of the temple 
of Minerva in the Acropolis of Athens ; the whole extent 
of which is one continued bas-relief: and, according to 
Mr. Sleuarlj (who obligingly furnilhed me with this defign) 
reprefents the Panaibenaic pomp, or a proceflion in honour 
of Minerva; as the above learned gentleman will more 
particularly explain in his fecond volume of the Antiquities 
of Athens, page 45. 

The Lances^ (hield and vafe, at the bottom of this print^ 

given by the fame perfon, are taken from the wall of an 
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EXPLANATION of rfk FLAT E S, Are; 

ancient building (noi9r ^ church) near the Gymnafium of 
Ptolomy at Athens : the three lances have thongs of lea- 
ther faftene j M fSi^thr by #ftkK tHi tMkrt mounted tbrir 
horfes, and clearly explain the expreffion of Xenophon^ 
when he fays one of thX rtiethdds of mountingwas fVi iS(»' 
r^f or from the fpear^ page 246. 

Plate 5. No. i. The emperor Trajan; meant to (hew the Roman 
manner of riding, page 58. 
No, 2. The emperor Theodofius, with a faddle on the 
horfe, not tfnifkef thoft ffo^ in ufi^, p^ &Z^ 

Plate 6. No. i. Ancient bridles, page 4a. 

No. 2. An ancient horreihoe, fuppbfed t6 haVt belonged t6 
jhe horfe of Childerfc^ king of France, Anft6. 48 r. fotrtid 
in his tomb, and prefervcd in Monffaudbn^s Mofrtrm. de la 
Monarc* Prart. page 235. 

No. 3. An ancient bitt, from Moritfaucon, page 40. 

No. 4. An ancient l^ur^ tf6tt\ the fame, page 4a 

No. 5. Ancicrif whips, ffOm Scheffcr, page 41. 

Plate 7. No. t. Figuffc df artr loffe, tttn6n^ «rficrs, fuppofrd to have 
belonged to the king of the ^adij in the trrm ef Marcus 
Aurclius, and given here ta (hew Bt fiitle fort of Saddle^ re- 
fembling the pad of thefe. times, page 62. 
No. 2. The figuit of an horfe feddled and biidfed in the 
time of WilKam the Conijticrdr, as reprcfentcd in the Ba- 
yeu^ tapeftry in Dr. DuCarcfs Journey thrbtigh Normandy^ . 
No. 3. arid N6, 4. An ancient Bf^itifli or* RonMfn fpur (the 
rowel wantinfg) and bitt : both dug out of a Itffge burrow, 
in the road from LondVyiV to ftath^ oatled Sflbufy Hill ; and 
foppofcd, by aTltt<iUAriei, t6 hav^ been the tumulus, or 
place of burial, of the Britifliking Cc^el^ whole daughter 
Helena was the mother of Cotijiantine the Great. Commu- 
nicated by GultaTus Btander, Efq* 

Plate 8. 



EXPLANATION of the PLATES, &c. 

Plate 8. Two perfons about an horfe, one holding up one of his 

legs^ the other being fuppofed to be going to bind on a 

fort of Stockings ufed in the place of the modern Shces^ 

page 235. 

No. 2. A foldier going to mount on the Right Side^ 

page 247- 
No. 3. A foldier mounting from his Lancij page 246. 
Thefe three rcprefentations are taken from baron Stoch's 
Collection of Pates Antiques^ in the Britifh Mujeum. Vid. 
alfo Winkleman's Monum. Antiq. lUuftrati, &c. 

Plate 9. Horfe and harnefs, &c. Vid. Diflertat. on the ancient 
Chariot, &c. 

Tail Piece. Equus Noricus^ (landing before a pillar, crowned with 
three palm branches, exprcflive of three viftorics ob- 
tained in the race. 
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